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ALL	STUDENTS	MUST	READ	THIS	BEFORE	
PROCEEDING	FURTHER	

	
All	materials	in	this	pdf	book	are	just	for	helping	students	
prepare	for	the	IELTS	test.	
	

1. This	PDF	book	contains	only	makkarIELTS	Speaking	
Guesswork	(Part1,	2	and	3)	for	May-August	2017	IELTS	
Speaking	Exams.	

2. This	is	only	our	guesswork,	you	can	still	be	asked	different	
questions	in	the	exam.	

3. The	book	is	Copyright	protected,	please	do	not	forward	
this	book	to	others	or	print	and	distribute.	

4. This	is	the	BETA	Version	of	Cue	Card	PDF	Book.	ALL	
UPDATES	till	August	2017	will	be	shared	with	you	for	FREE	
of	cost.	

5. Please	do	not	delete	your	payment	confirmation	emails	
received	from	instamojo.		

6. Please	keep	visiting	makkarielts.com	and	
facebook.com/makkarielts	for	update	notifications	

7. To	download	the	updated	file	please	open	your	payment	
confirmation	email	and	click	on	download	file	again	

8. Old	Jan-April2017	Cue	Cards	are	still	important	so	please	
keep	studying	them	as	well	

9. For	any	queries	please	send	an	email	to	
ravielts@gmail.com	or	whatsapp	at	9646044322	
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1. Talk	about	an	occasion	you	had	a	cake	that	was	special	
� What	kind	of	cake	it	was	

� Why	did	you	have	it	

� With	whom	did	you	have	it	
	

• I’ve	enjoyed	many	types	of	cakes	in	my	life.	
• We	mostly	celebrate	birthdays,	weddings	and	anniversaries	by	cutting	a	cake.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	cake,	which	was	very	special	because	it	was	baked	

for	me,	on	my	birthday,	by	my	cousin.	
• My	cousin	Neeti	has	excellent	culinary	skills.	
• She	lives	in	Chandigarh,	but	she	had	come	to	spend	a	few	days	with	us.	
• By	chance,	my	birthday	fell	in	those	days.	
• She	and	my	mother	planned	a	surprise	party	for	me.	
• They	invited	a	few	of	my	close	friends.	
• She	baked	a	pineapple	cake	and	did	beautiful	pink	and	yellow	icing	on	it.		
• She	wrote	 Happy	 Birthday	………	 on	 it	 with	mixed	 fruit	 jam	 and	 decorated	 it	 with	

gems	of	different	colours.	
• I	 remember,	 when	 I	 came	 home	 from	 school	 that	 day,	 the	 whole	 house	 was	

decorated	with	buntings	and	balloons.	
• I	felt	very	happy.	
• She	had	made	many	snacks	too,	like	cutlets	and	fritters.	
• Then	my	friends	started	pouring	in.	
• I	cut	the	cake	at	around	6	pm.	
• I	enjoyed	the	whole	party	with	my	family	and	friends.	
• The	cake	looked	so	beautiful	that	when	my	mother	told	me	that	Neeti	had	made	it,	I	

was	really	surprised.	
• I	could	never	imagine	that	such	beautiful	caked	could	be	made	at	home.		
• Later	on	we	played	a	few	games	like	musical	chairs	and	bursting	the	balloons.	
• Then	we	danced	a	lot	to	our	favourite	music.	
• It	was	a	day	to	remember.	

	
 

Does your institute provide you any Books for IELTS? 
At makkarIELTS we provide Brand New Take Home 
Books for all IELTS modules to every student. Call 

9646044322 to find more information about our classes	
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Follow	Up	Questions:	
	

• Have	you	ever	made	cake	yourself?	
No,	I	have	never	made	a	cake	myself	but	I	have	seen	a	lot	of	videos	on	how	to	make	
a	cake.	I	am	planning	to		make	a	chocolate	cake	for	my	mother	on	her	next	birthday.	
One	of	my	friend	knows	how	to	make	a	cake	and	she	has	promised	me	she	will	help	
me	in	making	a	cake	for	my	mother	
		

• Do	people	have	to	pay	a	lot	for	food	for	a	special	occasion?	
Yes	 in	 our	 country	 people	 pay	 spend	 a	 lot	 of	 money	 on	 food	 during	 festivals	 or	
marriages.	 People	 normally	 gift	 expensive	 sweets	 to	 each	 other	 during	 festivals.	
During	 other	 special	 functions	 like	 birthdays	 or	 marriages	 people	 organize	 buffet	
parties	 in	which	there	are	many	different	dishes	are	served.	Nowadays	people	also	
spend	on	different	cuisines	such	as	Italian	and	Chinese	during	special	functions.	
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2. Talk	about	a	statue	or	a	painting	or	a	work	of	art	
� What	is	it	

� Where	you	saw	it	

� What	you	liked	about	it	

� How	you	felt	after	seeing	it	
	

• I’ve	seen	many	statues	and	paintings	in	my	life.	
• There	are	many	statues	–	on	roundabouts,	in	public	gardens	and	in	public	buildings	
• Here	I	am	going	to	talk	about	a	statue,	which	I	saw	when	I	was	in	10th	class	
• It	is	the	statue	of	Shaheed	Bhagat	Singh	at	Khatkar	Kalan	
• I	 remember,	 I	went	with	my	 school	 tour	 to	 visit	 the	museum	of	our	 great	martyr,	

Bhagat	Singh.	
• The	very	first	thing	that	caught	our	attention	was	the	magnificent,	tall,	bronze	statue	

of		Shaheed	Bhagat	Singh	right	at	the	entrance	of	the	museum	
• I	was	awe-struck	to	see	the	picturesque	statue.	
• You	know	madam,	it	is	25	feet	tall	statue	
• Bhagat	 Singh	 is	 standing	 with	 one	 arm	 raised	 as	 if	 shouting	 a	 slogan	 –	 maybe	 –	

Inquilab	Zindabad,	which	means	long	live,	revolution.	
• You	 know	madam,	 the	 freedom	we	 enjoy	 today	 is	 because	 of	 the	 toil,	 sweat	 and	

sacrifice	of	our	great	heroes	like	Bhagat	Singh	
• The	 thing	 that	 is	 special	 about	 the	 statue	 is	 that	 it	 brings	 out	 the	 feeling	 of	

patriotism	among	the	people	of	India	
• I	like	it	most	because	it	reminds	us	of	the	great	deeds	of	our	great	martyrs	
• We	were	40	students	and	4	teachers	
• We	enjoyed	a	lot	
• We	also	saw	many	other	things	at	the	museum	
• We	saw	the	Bhagwad	Gita	signed	by	Shaheed	Bhagat	Singh	
• We	also	saw	the	personal	diary	of	Shaheed	Bhagat	Singh	
• We	also	saw	the	blood	stained	newspaper	in	which	his	ashes	were	brought	
• We	clicked	many	photographs	over	there	and	enjoyed	a	lot.	
• I	remember	vividly	that	it	was	a	bit	cloudy	and	very	pleasant	over	there.	
• I	have	never	been	to	this	museum	after	that	but	whenever	I	go	to	Chandigarh,	I	see	

the	statue	on	the	way	and	my	head	bows	in	respect	for	the	great	martyr.	
	

Confused between BC or IDP? 
Please come and visit makkarIELTS to clear all your 

doubts and rumours about IELTS 
makkarIELTS is a Gold Partner of both BC & IDP 
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3. Talk	about	an	English	lesson	you	enjoyed	
� Who	gave	the	lecture	

� When	did	you	attend	

� Where	did	you	attend	

� What	did	the	teacher	do	

� Why	do	you	think	it	was	enjoyable	
	

• I’ve	attended	many	English	lessons	in	my	life.	
• I	 studied	English	 till	 senior	 secondary	and	 then	attended	 some	classes	while	 I	was	

preparing	for	my	IELTS	exam.	
• The	class	 I	am	going	to	talk	about	here	 is	on	homophones	and	homographs,	which	

was	delivered	by	my	teacher,	Mrs	Kiran,	in	my	IELTS	coaching	centre,	Makkar	IELTS,	
at	Phagwara.	

• I	attended	this	class	about	two	months	ago.	
• The	teacher	told	us	the	methods	of	increasing	our	vocabulary.	
• She	told	us	all	about	homophones	and	homographs.	
• Homophones	have	similar	sound	but	different	spellings	and	different	meaning,	such	

as	 a-c-c-e-s-s	 access,	 which	 means	 to	 be	 able	 to	 reach	 something	 and	 e-x-c-e-s-s	
excess,	which	means	too	much	of	something.	

• Homographs	 have	 similar	 spellings	 but	 different	 pronunciation	 and	 different	
meaning,	such	as	live	(liv)	and	live	(laive).	

• I	enjoyed	these	classes	a	lot.	
• Mrs	Kiran	told	us	very	nicely	that	if	we	learn	two	meanings	of	a	word,	we	learn	two	

words.	
• I	learnt	a	lot	in	that	class.	
• I	started	giving	importance	to	pronunciation.	
• I	also	developed	a	lot	of	vocabulary	
• I	developed	a	love	for	words.	
• Now,	whenever	 I	 see	any	new	words,	 I	 try	 to	 see	 their	meanings	 in	 the	dictionary	

and	learn	them.		
• So,	this	is	the	class,	which	I	found	very	enjoyable.	
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Follow	ups	
1. Do	you	think	grammar	is	important	in	language	study?	

(Note:	I	have	written	a	long	answer.	You	may	not	speak	that	long	but	you	get	ideas	in	case	
you	get	an	essay	on	the	same	topic.)	
Yes,	it	is	very	important.	Without	good	grammar,	clear	communication	is	nearly	impossible.	
Proper	grammar	keeps	you	from	being	misunderstood	while	expressing	your	thoughts	and	
ideas.	 Grammar,	 regardless	 of	 the	 country	 or	 the	 language,	 is	 the	 foundation	 for	
communication	—	the	better	the	grammar,	the	clearer	the	message,	the	more	likelihood	of	
understanding	the	message’s	intent	and	meaning.	That	is	what	communication	is	all	about.	
Unfortunately,	 as	 the	 world	 becomes	 more	 technologically	 inclined,	 good	 grammar	 has	
taken	 a	 back	 seat.	 People,	 take	 shortcuts	 with	 the	 help	 of	 new	 technology,	 also	 take	
shortcuts	 with	 grammar".	 For	 them,	 grammar	 is	 unnecessary	 as	 long	 as	 what	 they	 say	 is	
understandable.	 Nevertheless,	 this	 often	 causes	 misunderstanding	 among	 readers.	
Therefore,	 to	overcome	this	problem,	 teaching	grammar	should	be	paid	more	attention	 in	
classrooms.	

2. Why	people	learn	a	foreign	language?	
People	 learn	 a	 foreign	 language	 because	 it	 helps	 you	 connect	with	more	 people.	 As	 it	 is,	
today	we	 do	 not	 belong	 to	 a	 big	 planet	 Earth;	we	 belong	 to	 a	 small	 global	 village	 and	 to	
survive	in	this	global	village,	it	is	necessary	to	be	multilingual.	For	example,	English	is	spoken	
in	86	countries.	If	you	know	English	you	can	communicate	with	people	of	86	countries.	

3. Why	can	some	people	learn	languages	fast	white	others	learn	slowly?	
Some	people	learn	language	faster	than	some	others	because	of	the	teaching	methods	used	
to	teach	them.	Interacting	more	with	the	native	speakers	also	helps	with	learning	a	language	
better	and	 faster.	Also,	 there	may	be	a	motivating	 factor,	 like	a	 job	 that	 requires	 them	to	
learn	 that	 language,	 which	makes	 people	 learn	 a	 language	 faster	 than	 others,	 who	 don’t	
have	any	motivation	behind	learning	a	language.	

4. Does	one’s	age	affect	their	language	learning?	
Yes,	 I	 think	 age	 affects	 language	 learning.	 I	 think	 the	 learning	 curve	 goes	 down	 with	
increasing	 age.	 Also,	 at	 an	 older	 age,	 people	 try	 and	 compare	 the	 new	 language	 they	 are	
learning	with	the	language	they	already	know.	That	may	cause	a	hindrance	in	the	learning	of	
a	 language.	 People	 also	 become	 more	 hesitant	 about	 making	 mistakes	 and	 feel	 more	
embarrassed,	at	a	later	age,	as	compared	to	young	learners.			

5. What	 is	 the	 difference	 in	 people	 who	 know	 two	 languages	 and	 those	 who	 know	
three	languages	

Those	who	are	multilingual	are	even	better	than	those	who	are	bilingual	in	communication.	
It	 has	 been	 seen	 that	 language	 learning	 and	 cognitive	 development	 go	 hand-in-hand.	 So	
such	people	do	better	in	academics	also.		
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4. Describe	an	occasion	when	you	needed	to	arrive	early	
� When	and	where	it	was	

� Why	you	needed	to	arrive	early	

� What	did	you	do	after	your	arrival	

� How	did	you	feel	after	arriving	early	
	

• I	am	very	punctual	by	nature.	
• I	 don't	 like	 to	 keep	 anyone	waiting	 for	me,	 and	 I	 also	 don't	 like	 it	when	 anybody	

makes	me	wait.	
• Here	 I	would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 a	 situation,	when	 it	was	 very	 important	 for	me	 to	

arrive	early.	
• It	was	my	cousin	Rohan’s	10th	birthday	in	February,	and	my	aunt	and	I	had	planned	a	

surprise	party	for	him.	
• We	had	to	do	everything	when	he	was	in	school.	
• I	 reached	 their	 home	 two	 hours	 before	 his	 arrival	 and	 decorated	 the	 house	 with	

balloons	and	buntings.	
• My	aunt	baked	the	cake	and	made	some	snacks.	
• We	had	invited	his	friends,	but	had	told	them	to	keep	it	a	secret	from	Rohan.	
• I	bought	some	cold	drinks	and	some	readymade	fritters	and	cutlets.		
• Before	Rohan	came	home,	we	had	done	all	decorations	and	had	laid	the	table.	
• I	 felt	 very	 happy	 about	 arriving	 early	 because	my	 aunt	 and	 I	 could	 do	 everything	

nicely	as	we	had	planned	earlier.		
• When	Rohan	came	home,	we	welcomed	him	with	a	loud	birthday	greeting	song	and	

gave	him	some	hugs.		
• He	was	very	happy.	
• I	had	bought	a	storybook	for	him	as	a	birthday	gift.	
• It	was	a	book	on	tales	from	Panchtantra.	
• My	aunt	also	gave	him	a	box	of	chocolates.	
• Then	his	friends	started	pouring	in	one	by	one.	
• He	cut	the	cake	and	we	all	wished	him.	
• Then	we	all	ate	the	snacks	and	had	the	cold	drinks.	
• After	that	we	played	musical	chairs	and	danced	to	our	favourite	music.	

	

Is your IELTS Institute scoring you out of 3 bands for 
Writing Task1 and 6 bands for Task 2? 

Well, that’s a wrong method. Please come and visit 
makkarIELTS Centre to find out how IELTS examiners 

score your writing tasks 
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Follow	ups	
1. Have	there	been	any	other	occasions	when	you	have	to	arrive	early?	

Yes,	many	times.	We	have	to	arrive	early	for	school	classes.	We	also	have	to	arrive	early	for	
examinations.	When	you	have	any	family	function	 in	a	marriage	palace,	you	have	to	arrive	
earlier	than	the	guests.		

2. When	do	you	think	people	should	arrive	on	time?	
People	should	be	on	time	always.	It	wastes	a	lot	of	time	and	any	function	or	event	can	be	a	
big	flop	if	people	are	late.		

3. Why	do	people	need	to	be	on	time?	
People	need	to	be	on	time	because	it	is	the	right	thing	to	do.	Time	is	precious.	We	can	buy	
gold	and	diamonds,	but	we	cannot	buy	time.	Being	in	time	saves	time.	Things,	which	start	on	
time,	end	on	time.	It	saves	everyone’s	time.	

4. In	India,	being	late	seems	to	be	a	privilege	for	girls.	Why	do	you	think	it	is	so?	
I	don't	think	it	is	the	case	everywhere	in	India.	Some	girls	may	think	it	is	their	privilege,	but	I	
think	they	need	to	learn	the	importance	of	time.		

5. Do	you	think	technology	is	a	reason	that	makes	us	late?	
Well,	maybe.	People	keep	chatting	online	and	lose	all	track	of	time.	So,	they	can	get	late.	But	
I	don't	think	technology	is	the	culprit.	 It	 is	we	ourselves	who	are	to	blame.	In	fact	with	the	
help	of	 technology,	we	can	 finish	our	work	 faster	and	be	 in	 time,	but	we	don't	value	 time	
and	get	late.		

6. Do	you	think	doing	nothing	is	a	waste	of	time?	
Sometimes,	 we	 need	 to	 do	 nothing	 and	 relax.	 Relaxation	 is	 as	 important	 as	 working.	 So,	
doing	nothing	is	not	always	a	wastage	of	time.		
	
	
	
	

makkarIELTS Mohali Centre provides a 
Free Demo Class to all IELTS Students 
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5. An	occasion	where	you	spent	time	with	children	
- When	was	it	
- What	you	did	
- How	you	enjoy	it	

	
• I	know	many	children,	and	I	have	spent	time	with	many	of	them,	but	here	 I	would	

like	to	talk	about	my	niece	and	nephew	Gia	and	Tanay,	who	are	six	and	three	years	
old.	

• They	are	my	cousin	Jyoti’s	children,	who	live	in	Canada.	
• Last	year	my	cousin	spent	a	week	with	us,	when	she	came	to	India	in	December.	
• Gia	and	Tanay	are	very	cute	and	I	just	adore	them.	
• Gia	is	a	very	chubby	child,	but	Tanay	is	very	thin.	
• When	Gia	smiles,	she	has	dimples	on	both	cheeks,	which	look	very	beautiful.	
• I	always	feel	like	picking	at	her	cheeks	but	she	screams	when	anybody	does	so.	
• Tanay	has	curly	hair	and	does	not	like	getting	his	hair	combed.	
• I	shared	my	room	with	my	cousin	and	both	her	children.		
• I	am	a	very	organised	person	and	keep	my	room	spic	and	span,	but	Gia	and	Tanay	

loved	to	mess	everything	up.	
• Normally	I	don’t	like	if	anyone	messes	up	my	things	but	with	them	I	didn’t	mind	at	

all.	
• I	would	make	sad	faces,	when	they	fiddled	with	my	things,	but	 they	would	 look	at	

me	with	their	cute	smiles	and	dimples	and	then	I	would	forget	everything.	
• Both	love	chocolates	and	candies	and	I	had	kept	some	in	stock	for	them.	
• It	was	sometimes	very	amusing	to	watch	their	small	pranks.	
• They	surely	knew	what	they	wanted	and	managed	to	get	those	things	somehow.	
• My	cousin	told	me	that	she	had	to	leave	her	job	because	she	wanted	to	be	with	her	

children,	and	not	leave	her	with	a	nanny.	
• Nannies	are	very	expensive	in	Canada,	and	on	top	of	that,	are	not	very	good	at	their	

job.		
• Schools	start	only	after	the	child	is	5	years	old.		
• There	 is	 a	 park	 in	my	 neighbourhood,	where	 I	 took	 them	 almost	 every	 day	when	

they	were	with	us.	
• All	the	children	in	the	park	would	surround	them	and	they	loved	being	the	centre	of	

attention.	
• They	loved	the	swings	and	the	merry-go-round	in	the	park,	and	would	cry	every	time	

we	had	to	come	back	home.	
• The	week	with	Gia	and	Tanay	passed	very	quickly	
• I	am	looking	forward	to	their	visit	this	summer	also.	
• May	God	bless	them	with	a	long	and	happy	life.	

	
	

makkarIELTS Mohali Centre provides a 
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Follow	ups	
1. Why	is	it	hard	for	parents	to	raise	a	child?	

Raising	a	child	is	a	full-time	job.	Many	parents	find	it	difficult	to	raise	a	child	because	they	
are	busy	 in	their	work,	and	hence	find	 it	difficult	to	manage	enough	time.	They	have	to	
work	 also	 because	 they	want	 to	 provide	 their	 child	with	 the	 best	 education	 and	 other	
things.	The	situation	is	worse	in	families	where	both	parents	are	working.	

	
2. What	things	can	children	learn	from	toys?	

Children	 can	 learn	 a	 lot	 from	 toys.	 They	 develop	 imagination	 and	 creativity	when	 they	
make	 stories	with	 their	 toys.	 They	 also	 learn	 about	 sharing	when	 they	 share	 their	 toys	
with	their	friends.	

	
3. What’s	the	best	age	to	raise	a	child?	

As	such,	there	is	no	best	age	for	raising	a	child.	One	should	have	a	child	only	when	one	is	
fully	 prepared	 to	 enter	 the	 commitment	 of	 raising	 the	 child.	 That	 is	 why,	 perhaps,	
nowadays	people	are	having	children	later	on	in	life.	Raising	a	child	is	a	full-time	job	and	
requires	the	full	commitment	of	at	least	one	parent.	

	
4. What	do	you	think	about	children	from	rich	families	who	have	lots	of	toys?	

I	 think	 it	 is	not	good	to	buy	children	 lots	of	 toys.	Children	who	have	 lots	of	 toys	do	not	
learn	to	share	their	toys.	They	also	do	not	value	their	toys,	because	they	have	too	many	
of	them.	 It	also	has	been	seen	that	children	who	have	 lots	of	toys	do	not	develop	their	
imagination	as	compared	to	children	who	have	fewer	toys.	

Children	
	
5. Do	you	think	children	are	important?	

Yes,	children	are	important	because	no	one	lives	forever.	Children	are	the	future	of	any	
civilization.	They	carry	the	times	forward.	

	
6. How	do	you	think	children	and	teenagers	are	different?		

Teenagers	are	also	children,	but	slightly	older	children.	They	are	confused	children.	They	
don’t	know	whether	they	are	children	or	adults.	When	they	play	with	small	children	they	
feel	 out	 of	 place,	 when	 they	 sit	 with	 older	 people,	 they	 feel	 out	 of	 place.	 Important	
physical	 and	hormonal	 changes	 are	 going	on	 in	 their	 body,	which	 is	 stressful	 for	 them.	
They	are	still	children	at	heart,	but	they	start	looking	older.		

	
7. Do	you	think	children	today	are	happier	than	children	in	the	past?	

No,	 I	 do	 not	 think	 so.	 I	 think	 that	 today’s	 children	 are	 faced	 with	 more	 stress	 than	
children	of	 the	past.	 They	are	exposed	 to	 the	 global	 culture,	 and	want	 to	 adopt	 it,	 but	
their	parents	want	 them	to	stick	 to	 the	traditional	culture.	This	stress	was	not	 faced	by	
the	children	of	the	past.	
Moreover,	children	are	exposed	to	a	 lot	of	career	options,	and	want	to	walk	on	the	un-
trodden	 path,	 but	 their	 parents	 want	 them	 to	 follow	 the	 traditional	 courses	 and	
traditional	jobs.	

Single-Child	Families	
	
8. Do	you	have	any	brothers	or	sisters?		
	 (Personal	answer)	
9. (If	you	answer	"No")	Would	you	 like	to	have	a	brother	or	sister?	OR	What	do	you	think	

are	 the	 advantages	 and	 disadvantages	for	 children	to	 have	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 (or,	 a	
brother	or	sister)?	
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Yes,	I	would	because	I	would	not	feel	lonely	at	any	time,	and	would	always	have	someone	
to	play	with	or	share	my	feelings	with.	 	

	 OR	
No,	I	am	happy	being	an	only	child.	If	I	have	a	brother	or	sister,	I	would	have	to	share	my	
room	and	things.	Now,	I	have	the	undivided	attention	of	my	parents.	Then,	their	love	also	
would	be	shared.		

	
10. For	parents,	which	do	you	think	is	better,	to	have	one	child	or	more	than	one?		

I	personally	think,	two	children	should	be	there	in	every	family,	because	children	learn	to	
share	and	care	for	each	other.	They	also	give	each	other	company	when	parents	are	busy	
at	work.		

	
11. Do	you	think	parents	of	a	single	child	treat	their	child	differently	to	the	way	parents	who	

have	several	children	treat	their	children?	OR	Do	you	think	parents	of	a	single	child	give	
their	child	more	love	than	parents	who	have	several	children?	
I	think,	all	parents	treat	all	their	children	the	same,	but	sibling	jealousy	is	very	common.	
Older	child	feels	that	more	love	is	being	given	to	the	younger	child	and	vice	versa.	

Children's	Play	-	Indoors	and	Outdoors	
	
12. Is	there	any	difference	between	the	way	children	play	today	and	the	way	children	used	

to	play,	in	the	past?	
In	the	past	children	used	to	play	outdoor	games,	but	today	children	mostly	play	indoor	
games.	They	play	electronic	games,	which	are	usually	played	alone.	

	
13. Which	 do	 you	 think	 is	 better	 (for	 the	 development	 of)	 children,	 indoor	 activities	 or	

outdoor	activities?	OR	Which	do	you	think	is	better	for	children,	to	spend	time	indoors	
or	spend	time	outdoors?	
I	think	both	indoor	and	outdoor	activities	are	needed	for	the	development	of	children.		It	
is	the	responsibility	of	parents	to	see	to	it	that	their	children	do	both	indoor	and	outdoor	
activities	equally.	

14. What	benefits	are	there	for	children	(and/or	young	people)	in	playing	sport?	
Children	 have	 a	 lot	 of	 benefits	 of	 playing	 sport.	 Firstly,	 it	 develops	 them	 physically.	
Secondly,	it	also	leads	to	mental	development.	We	all	know	that	a	healthy	mind	resides	
in	 a	 healthy	 body.	 Sports	 also	 teach	 children	 many	 virtues	 of	 life.	 	 They	 learn	
competition,	 cooperation	and	sportsmanship,	which	means	winning	with	modesty	and	
losing	with	grace.	

15. Do	you	think	children	today	should	do	more	physical	exercise?	
Yes,	 children	 today	 should	 do	more	 physical	 exercise	 because	 lives	 have	 become	 very	
sedentary.	On	top	of	that	children	eat	a	 lot	of	 junk	food,	which	 is	rich	 in	fats	and	salts	
and	is	leading	to	childhood	obesity.	

16. What	sports	do	you	think	are	most	suitable	for	children?	
All	 types	 of	 sports	 are	 most	 suitable	 for	 children.	 They	 learn	 competition	 from	
competitive	 sports,	 which	 are	 played	 alone,	 and	 they	 learn	 co-operation	 from	 team	
sports,	which	they	play	in	a	group.	

17. How	do	you	think	indoor	games	affect	the	development	of	children?	
		 	 Indoor	or	electronic	games	are	very	important	for	the	development	of	children.	

a. Video	game	playing	introduces	children	to	computer	technology	
b. Some	 games	 provide	 practice	 in	 problem	 solving	 and	 logic.	 E.g.	 Age	 of	

Empires	
c. Video	games	have	proved	to	improve	visual	skills.	
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d. They	make	 learning	 fun.	 The	 cost	 of	 failure	 is	 lower.	 This	 encourages	 risk-
taking	and	exploration.		

e. Some	games	have	therapeutic	applications	with	patients.	
f. Games	are	entertaining	and	fun.	

	
18. What	about	outdoor	activities?	How	do	they	affect	the	development	of	children?	
	 (Same	as	answer	14)	
	
19. How	 important	 do	 you	 think	 it	 is	 that	 young	 children's	 play	 allows	 them	 to	 get	 some	

physical	exercise	(such	as	running	around	outside)?	
I	think	 it	 is	very	 important	for	children	to	play	outside.	 It	gives	them	the	much-needed	
exercise	and	also	gives	them	a	chance	to	be	with	nature.	

	
20. Do	 you	 think	 computer	 games	 (and/or	 hand-held	 electronic	 games	 and	 /or	 online	

computer	games)	are	good	for	children?		
	 (Same	as	answer	17)	
	
21. Do	you	think	watching	TV	is	good	for	children?	

Watching	 TV	 is	 very	 good	 for	 children,	 but	 only	 if	 it	 is	 done	 in	 a	 limit.	When	 children	
watch	too	much	TV,	then	they	forget	their	homework	and	other	outdoor	activities.		

	
22. Do	you	think	it's	important	for	children	to	learn	to	co-operate	with	other	children?	

Yes,	it	is	very	important	for	children	to	learn	to	cooperate	with	others.		In	adult	life	we	
have	to	cooperate	with	others	around	us,	and	so	children	should	learn	this	skill	in	their	
childhood.	

Children's	Education	
	
23. Which	do	you	think	is	most	important	for	a	child's	education,	family,	friends	or	school?	

OR	Where	do	you	think	children	learn	more,	at	home	or	at	school?	
All	 these	 things	 are	 equally	 important.	 A	 family	 educates	 the	 child	 in	 different	 ways.	
Friends	 and	 schooling	 have	 their	 own	 role	 in	 educating	 a	 child.	 A	 family	 gives	 social	
values.	Friends	teach	sharing	and	caring.	Schools	impart	academic	education	apart	from	
social	values	and	other	things.	

	
24. What	types	of	books	do	children	like?	

Children	like	books	with	lots	of	graphics,	such	as	comics.	They	also	like	books	of	the	bold	
font.		They	like	books,	which	pique	their	imagination.	

	
25. Do	you	think	parents	should	read	adult	books	to	their	children?	

No,	 I	 think	 parents	 should	 read	 children’s	 books	 to	 children.	 Children	 can	 read	 adult	
books	when	they	become	adults.	

Children	and	families	
	
26. Do	you	think	hitting	children	is	sometimes	necessary	for	discipline?	(Why?)	

I	 do	 not	 think	 corporal	 punishment	 is	 needed	 to	 discipline	 the	 child.	 Corporal	
punishment	 can	 prove	 very	 damaging	 in	 the	 long	 run.	 Children	 can	 become	 rebels	 or	
they	may	withdraw	into	their	shell.	Corporal	punishment	can	turn	stubborn	children	into	
even	more	stubborn	children.	
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6. Describe	a	family	member	who	made	you	proud	
- Who	this	person	is	
- When	this	happened	
- What	this	person	did	
- And	explain	why	you	felt	proud	

	
• A	family	gives	us	a	feeling	of	belonging.	
• All	my	family	members	are	very	loving	and	caring,	and	I’m	proud	of	all	of	them	
• But	here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	member	who	made	me	very	proud.	
• He	is	none	other	than	my	father.	
• His	name	is	Dayal	Singh,	and	he’s	in	his	mid-50s.	
• He	is	tall	and	handsome,	and	looks	much	younger	than	his	age.	
• He	 is	my	 role	model,	 and	 I	 admire	him	 for	many	 reasons,	but	here	 I	would	 like	 to	

mention	an	incidence,	when	he	specially	made	me	very	proud.	
• It	 so	happened,	 that	about	six	months	ago,	our	neighbourMr.	Ram	Singh	met	with	

an	accident	and	was	hospitalized.		
• We	 went	 to	 the	 hospital,	 and	 we	 saw	 there	 were	 many	 of	 his	 near	 and	 distant	

relatives	over	there.		
• The	doctor	came	out	after	examining	him	and	asked	the	relatives	for	blood.	
• On	hearing	that,	all	the	relatives	seemed	to	vanish	into	thin	air.		
• My	father	went	to	the	blood	bank	and	donated	blood.	
• In	exchange,	we	got	a	unit	of	blood	for	Mr.	Ram	Singh.	
• I	 felt	so	proud	of	my	father	that	he	had	selflessly	stepped	forward	to	help	a	needy	

neighbour.	
• He	did	not	think	twice	before	donating	blood.		
• I	wonder	why	many	people	are	afraid	of	donating	blood.	
• It	can	save	lives.	
• Why	do	 people	 forget	 that	 if	 today	 they	will	 help	 others,	 they	will	 get	 help	when	

they	will	need?	
• He	 has	 taught	me	many	 values	 that	 have	made	me	 a	 better	 person	 and	 a	 better	

citizen.	
• I	can	never	stop	feeling	proud	to	be	his	daughter/son.	

	
	

To find out which writing Task came in the exam, 
please visit our facebook page 

www.facebook.com/makkarielts  after the exam. 
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Follow	Up	Questions	
1. What	can	children	do	to	make	their	parents	proud?	

Children	can	do	a	lot.	They	can	do	well	in	studies,	to	make	their	parents	proud.	They	can	
do	well	 at	 sports	 to	make	 their	 parents	 proud.	 Simple	 acts	 like	 their	 children	 helping	
others	or	being	polite	and	respectful	also	make	parents	proud.	

	
2. What	did	you	do	to	make	your	parents	proud	when	you	were	young?	

I	didn’t	do	anything	special.	I	think	my	parents	were	proud	of	me	because	I	worked	hard	
in	studies,	helped	in	household	chores	and	never	put	unreasonable	demands	in	front	of	
them.	

	
3. What	characteristics	of	yours	make	you	proud?	

I	am	proud	of	my	hardworking	and	polite	nature.	 I	never	speak	 rudely	 to	anyone,	and	
always	try	to	help	others	in	any	way	I	can.	

	
4. When	was	the	last	time	that	you	felt	proud	of	yourself?	
	 The	 last	 time	 I	 felt	proud	of	myself	was	when	 I	got	good	marks	 in	my	senior	secondary	
exams.	
	
	
	 	



Dr	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar							www.facebook.com/makkarielts						May-Aug-2017	

Ravpreet	Singh	 9646044322	 	24	

7. Describe	an	interesting	conversation	with	someone	you	
didn't	know	

- When	this	happened	
- Who	you	were	talking	to	
- What	you	talked	about	
- Why	did	you	find	this	conversation	interesting	

	
• Man	is	a	social	animal	and	conversations	are	a	part	of	life.	
• I’ve	 had	 many	 conversations	 in	 my	 life,	 but	 here	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 a	

conversation,	which	I	found	very	interesting	and	it	was	with	a	stranger	
• It	so	happened,	that	about	three	months	ago	I	boarded	a	bus	for	Ludhiana	to	see	my	

uncle	and	aunt,	who	live	there.	
• The	bus	 started	and	when	 the	 conductor	 came	near	my	 seat,	 I	 opened	my	bag	 to	

take	out	money	for	the	ticket.	
• To	my	shock,	I	had	forgotten	to	put	my	wallet	in	my	bag,	as	I	had	changed	my	bag.	
• I	was	very	nervous	and	was	thinking	what	to	do,	when	an	elderly	person	sitting	next	

to	me	offered	to	pay	for	my	ticket.	
• It	 was	 not	 a	 huge	 amount,	 so	 I	 accepted	 and	 in	 this	 way	 he	 saved	 me	 from	 an	

embarrassing	situation.	
• I	started	chatting	with	him.		
• He	was	a	retired	army	officer.	
• To	my	surprise	he	turned	out	to	be	from	my	hometown.	
• He	told	me	many	stories	about	his	army	life.		
• He	told	me	that	army	life	is	very	disciplined.	
• After	retirement	he	got	the	job	of	security	officer	in	a	bank	in	Ludhiana.		
• He	commuted	daily	from	Phagwara	for	his	job.	
• He	has	two	daughters	and	both	of	them	were	studying	in	Canada	after	their	senior	

secondary	education.	
• He	 told	 me	 that	 they	 took	 the	 IELTS	 and	 got	 a	 good	 band	 score	 and	 then	 got	

admission	in	Humber	College	Canada.	
• I	found	all	that	conversation	very	interesting.	
• The	one	hour	journey	to	Ludhiana	seemed	to	pass	in	a	few	minutes.		
• He	motivated	me	to	take	the	IELTS	and	study	abroad.	
• He	told	me	that	his	daughters	were	doing	very	well	 in	studies	and	were	also	doing	

part	time	jobs.		
• I	requested	him	to	come	to	my	home	and	motivate	my	parents	to	send	me	abroad	

for	higher	education.	
• He	 visited	 us	 with	 his	 wife,	 the	 very	 next	 weekend	 and	 had	 a	 long	 chat	 with	my	

parents.	
• He	succeeded	in	convincing	them.	
• Today,	I	am	taking	the	IELTS	because	of	him.	

	
	 	



Dr	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar							www.facebook.com/makkarielts						May-Aug-2017	

Ravpreet	Singh	 9646044322	 	25	

Follow	Up	Questions		
	
1. How	do	friends	communicate	with	each	other?	

Friends	 communicate	with	 each	 other	 in	many	ways.	 They	 communicate	 face	 to	 face,	
through	phone	and	also	through	the	Internet.	

2. What’s	 the	 difference	 between	 having	 a	 conversation	 with	 a	 man	 and	 having	 a	
conversation	with	a	woman?	
There	are	no	gender	differences	nowadays.	Both,	men	and	women,	can	talk	equally	well	
on	any	topic	they	are	interested	in,	be	it	sports,	or	politics,	or	fashion.	

3. Do	you	think	women	like	to	chat	more	than	men?	
I	don’t	think	so.	Gender	has	nothing	to	do	with	the	preference	of	chatting.	It	is	a	matter	
of	individual	choice.		

4. When	men	chat	with	other	men	do	they	usually	talk	about	the	same	things	that	women	
do	when	they	chat	with	other	women?	
The	topic	of	conversation	among	men	or	women	is	a	matter	of	individual	taste.	Mostly	
men	 talk	 about	 sports,	 business	 and	 politics.	Whereas	women	 talk	 about	 fashion	 and	
family	matters.	But	then	individual	variations	are	always	there.	

5. What	is	the	difference	between	chatting	and	gossiping?	
Chatting	 is	 general	 talk	 on	 various	 topics,	 whereas	 gossiping	 is	 talking	 about	 other	
people	behind	their	back.	Chatting	has	a	positive	connotation,	whereas	gossiping	has	a	
negative	connotation.	

6. Who	do	you	prefer	chatting	with	-	your	parents	or	your	friends?	
I	prefer	both	equally.	I	talk	to	my	parents	about	my	day	to	day’s	happenings,	whereas	I	
discuss	studies,	sports	and	movies	etc.	with	friends.	

7. Do	most	people	have	just	a	small	number	of	friends,	or	many	friends?	
It	 is	very	difficult	to	generalize.	Some	people	have	few	friends	and	some	like	to	have	a	
lot	of	friends.	Mostly,	face	to	face	friendship	is	limited	to	a	few	close	friends,	but	people	
have	a	huge	network	of	online	friends	these	days	on	Facebook	or	Whatsapp.		

8. How	do	most	people	make	new	friends	in	your	country?	
Most	people	make	new	friends	in	schools	and	colleges,	while	attending	family	functions	
or	other	social	functions	or	while	travelling	in	public	transport.	

9. Do	you	think	people’s	abilities	or	intelligence	is	a	factor	when	people	become	friends?		
Yes,	definitely,	when	people	make	new	friends,	they	look	for	the	person’s	abilities.	Small	
children,	however,	have	innocent	friendships.	They	do	not	look	into	any	such	qualities.	

10. What	qualities	do	you	think	a	good	friend	should	have?	
A	 good	 friend	 should	 be	 reliable.	 You	 should	 be	 able	 to	 open	 your	 heart’s	 innermost	
secrets	 with	 him	 without	 having	 the	 tension	 that	 he	 will	 disclose	 them	 to	 anyone.	
Secondly,	a	good	friend	should	be	intelligent.	He	should	be	able	to	guide	you	from	time	
to	time.	He	should	have	a	good	sense	of	humour.	He	should	be	able	to	turn	any	tense	
situation	into	a	happy	one.	

11. Do	you	think	it’s	possible	to	determine	how	sincere	a	person	is	the	first	time	you	meet	
him?	
No,	it	 is	not	possible	to	do	so.	Appearances	can	be	very	deceptive.	So,	we	should	think	
twice	before	trusting	a	complete	stranger.	
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8. Describe	a	plant/flower	in	your	country	
- Where	is	it	grown	
- Why	is	it	important	
- What	do	you	like/dislike	about	it	

	
• There	are	many	plants	all	around	us.	
• Here	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 a	 plant,	 the	 fruit	 of	 which	 we	 eat	 everyday	 as	 a	

vegetable.	
• I	am	talking	about	 the	 tomato	plant,	which	 is	 found	 in	all	 regions	of	 India	and	 the	

world.	
• There	are	many	species	of	tomato	plant.	
• I	 came	 to	 know	 all	 about	 the	 tomato	 plant	 accidentally	 as	 I	 was	 watch	 discovery	

channel	about	two	months	ago.	
• Biologically	tomato	is	a	fruit	but	for	culinary	purposes	it	is	a	vegetable	
• We	use	tomato	in	almost	all	Punjabi	dishes	to	sauté	the	dish	
• We	also	eat	tomato	as	a	salad	
• I	love	tomatoes	in	salad	and	like	it	sprinkled	with	salt	and	black	pepper	
• There	are	many	varieties	of	the	tomato.	
• I	have	even	grown	tomato	in	my	kitchen	garden.		
• Few	people	know	that	leaves	and	stem	of	tomato	are	toxic	
• They	contain	a	substance	tomatine,	which	is	toxic	and	can	even	cause	death	if	taken	

in	large	quantities.	
• Even	the	raw	or	green	tomato	has	a	small	bit	of	toxicity	
• The	 ripe	 tomato	 has	 a	 lot	 of	 advantages,	 it	 contains	 lycopene	 which	 is	 an	

antioxidant,	which	helps	prevent	cancer	
• Tomato	is	also	a	rich	source	of	Potassium	and	Vitamins.	
• It	should	be	eaten	but	we	should	avoid	consuming	leaves	and	stems.	
• Tomato	is	known	to	be	toxic	to	dogs.	
• So	tomato	is	a	plant,	which	is	eaten	as	a	vegetable	but	is	a	fruit.		
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Follow	ups	
1. What	kinds	of	vegetables	are	common	in	the	kitchen	gardens	of	your	country?	

Many	 vegetables	 are	 common	 in	 kitchen	 gardens,	 such	 as	 okra,	 aubergine,	 tomato,	
coriander,	mint,	fenugreek.	

2. Do	people	like	to	plant	vegetables	in	your	country?	
Yes,	 people	 like	 to	 plant	 vegetables.	 In	 my	 neighbourhood	 only,	 almost	 everyone	 has	
maintained	 a	 kitchen	 garden,	 and	 we	 all	 feel	 pride	 in	 growing	 our	 veges	 without	 any	
insecticides	and	pesticides.		

3. How	do	people	feel	when	they	eat	the	vegetables	grown	on	their	own?	
People	 feel	 very	 good	when	 they	 eat	 vegetables	 grown	on	 their	 own.	 It	 gives	 a	 feeling	of	
fulfillment.	At	least	we	are	not	eating	vegetables	on	which	insecticides	and	pesticides	have	
been	sprayed.		

4. Will	people	grow	more	or	less	vegetables	in	the	future?	
I	 think	more	and	more	people	would	grow	vegetables	of	 their	own.	Urban	agriculture	will	
become	popular	in	the	future.		

5. Compared	 to	 working	 in	 the	 office,	 farm	 work	 is	 tiring.	 What	 do	 you	 think?	 Do	
people	enjoy	doing	farm	work?	

People	do	not	enjoy	farm	work.	It	is	very	tiring	and	on	top	of	that	it	is	very	much	dependent	
on	weather.	Unseasonal	rainfall	or	delayed	monsoons	may	damage	the	whole	produce.	That	
is	why	the	youngsters	are	not	going	into	agriculture.	They	like	to	do	white	collar	jobs	sitting	
in	air	conditioned	offices.		
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9. Talk	about	a	clever	decision	made	by	someone	to	solve	a	
problem	

- Who	took	the	decision	
- 		What	was	the	problem	
- 	What	he	or	she	did	
- Why	was	it	a	clever	decision	

	
• There	are	many	situations	in	life	when	we	face	problems	and	feel	helpless.	
• Some	people	just	give	up,	whereas	others	try	to	solve	those	problems	with	whatever	

they	have	at	hand.	
• My	 brother,	 Vinay,	 is	 one	 such	 person,	 who	 comes	 up	 with	 clever	 ideas	 to	 solve	

things.	
• I	remember	one	such	situation	when	with	his	clever	idea,	he	saved	us	all	from	a	very	

embarrassing	situation	
• It	was	my	cousin	Sonia’s	wedding	and	she	was	wearing	a	net	lehanga	with	a	very	big	

flare.		
• After	 she	 came	 home	 from	 the	 beauty	 parlour,	 and	 we	 were	 all	 going	 to	 the	

wedding	palace,	her	sandal	got	stuck	with	her	lehanga	and	the	hem	came	off	from	
the	bottom.		

• We	were	already	getting	late.	
• There	was	no	time	to	take	it	off	and	hem	it	and	then	wear	it	again.		
• Sonia	was	on	the	verge	of	tears.	
• Then	my	brother	thought	of	a	clever	idea.	
• He	 ran	 inside	 and	 brought	 out	 his	 stapler	 and	 stapled	 the	 dress	 from	 below	 very	

neatly.	
• It	didn't	show	at	all	and	we	all	heaved	a	sigh	of	relief.	
• The	whole	marriage	function	passed	very	well.	
• When	we	told	our	other	relatives	about	the	whole	incident,	they	were	very	amazed	

at	my	brother’s	presence	of	mind.	
• So,	this	was	the	clever	solution	taken	by	my	brother	Vinay.	
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10. Talk	about	a	company	around	your	city	which	
employs	a	lot	of	people	

- Where	is	the	company	
- What	does	it	do	
- How	do	you	know	about	it	

	
• I	know	of	many	workplaces	in	and	around	my	home	town	such	as	industries,	banks	and	

educational	institutes	
• Here	I	am	going	to	talk	about	a	work	place,	which	is	in	my	hometown	and	employs	a	lot	

of	people.	
• It	is	the	JCT	mill,	which	stands	for	Jagatjit	Cotton	and	Textile	Mills	
• It	is	on	the	G.T.	Road		
• This	mill	was	established	in	1946.	
• The	chairman	of	the	company	is	Mr	M.M.	Thapar	
• My	uncle	works	in	their	HR	department	of	this	Mill.	
• He	tells	me	a	lot	about	the	Mill.	
• Many	people,	nearly	around	30,000,	work	 in	this	Mill	and	they	are	proud	to	be	part	of	

this	Mill.	
• The	employer	employee	relation	is	very	good.	
• They	provide	many	facilities	to	their	employees.	
• They	provide	housing	at	very	low	cost	to	their	employees.	
• Their	housing	colony	is	called	Thapar	Colony.	
• They	also	provide	healthcare	facilities	for	their	employees.	
• They	have	a	school	where	the	children	of	their	workers	can	study	free	of	cost.	
• This	school	is	affiliated	to	the	Punjab	School	Education	Board.	
• The	employees	live	in	a	world	of	their	own	inside	the	Thapar	Colony	
• There	is	24	hours	power	supply.	
• They	give	bonuses	and	perks	to	their	employees	from	time	to	time.	
• The	Mill	manufactures	cotton	fabric.	
• Even	big	names	like	Raymonds	and	Siyaram	buy	fabric	from	here	and	sell	it	under	their	

own	tag.	
• They	have	even	started	manufacturing	organic	cotton	
• They	also	export	their	cloth	
• Recently	 they	 started	 their	 readymade	 garment	 section	 in	 which	 they	 have	 mass	

production	of	Men’s	shirts	under	the	brand	name	of	Tyrock	
• So,	this	is	the	workplace	where	many	people	work.		
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Follow	ups	
1. Is	it	easy	to	find	a	job	in	India?	

No,	 definitely	 not	 easy.	 India	 is	 a	 diverse	 country	 and	has	 a	 population	of	more	 than	 120	
crores.	Obviously,	there	is	a	lot	of	competition	in	getting	jobs.		

2. What	should	the	government	do	if	there	is	unemployment?	
The	government	 should	encourage	self-employment	and	also	 set	up	cottage	 industries,	 so	
that	more	and	more	people	can	be	employed.	MNCs	should	also	be	encouraged,	so	that	the	
problem	of	unemployment	can	be	mitigated.	

3. Is	high	salary	important?	
Yes,	a	high	salary	 is	very	 important.	Money	 is	of	 course	 the	most	 important	motivation	 to	
work.	But	sometimes,	it	is	OK	to	get	a	job	one	loves,	even	if	the	salary	is	a	bit	less.		

4. Is	it	ok	to	do	a	job	you	like	with	a	low	salary?	
If	I	have	to	choose	a	job	with	a	slightly	high	salary,	but	I	don't	like	it,	then	I	wouldn't	do	it	and	
choose	the	job	of	my	liking.	However,	if	the	difference	in	pay	is	very	high,	then	I	would	go	for	
that	job	even	if	I	don't	like	it	much.	
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11. A	well	paid	job	
	
Describe	a	well-paid	job	you	can	think	of	
- Describe	why	it	a	well	paid		
- How	you	can	get	it	
	
• There	are	many	jobs	in	the	world	which	are	well	paid,	such	as	the	job	of	a	teacher,	a	

doctor,	a	nurse,	a	scientist,	a	politician	and	so	many	more.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	job,	which	is	very	well	paid	nowadays.	
• This	is	the	job	of	a	teacher.	
• Everyone	passes	through	the	hands	of	teachers	in	school	and	college	years.	
• Teachers	are	known	as	nation	builders.		
• All	other	professions	 such	as	doctors	and	nurses	also	pass	 through	 the	hands	of	 a	

teacher.	
• I	believe	that	teachers	have	the	power	to	make	the	world	a	better	place.	
• A	teacher	is	like	a	candle	that	burns	itself	and	shows	light	to	others.	
• Since	age-old	times,	teaching	has	been	considered	a	noble	profession.	
• In	ancient	India,	there	was	the	gurukul	system.		
• Even	the	king’s	children	stayed	in	the	home	of	the	guru	or	the	teacher.	
• They	used	to	do	the	household	chores	of	the	guru	and	in	return	the	guru	imparted	

knowledge.	
• Teachers	improve	the	literacy	rate	of	a	country.	
• When	literacy	rate	is	high,	crime	and	violence	go	down.	
• A	 teacher	 requires	 good	 communication	 skills	 and	 depth	 of	 knowledge	 of	 his	

subject.	
• A	good	teacher	should	treat	all	students	equally.	
• Nowadays,	teachers	are	being	paid	handsomely	be	the	government.	
• This	is	to	lure	bright	students	to	join	this	profession.	
• A	bachelor’s	in	education	degree	is	required	to	be	a	teacher.		
• I	believe	in	enjoying	what	I	do	and	at	the	same	time	I	wish	to	do	quality	work.	
• These	children	are	our	future.	
• One	of	my	aunt’s	is	a	teacher.	
• She	is	earning	handsomely.	
• She	tells	me	that	she	enjoys	her	job	very	much.	
• I	have	seen	her	students	give	her	a	lot	of	respect	and	love.	
• One	day,	I	wish	I	too	become	as	successful	as	she	is	
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Follow	up	questions:		
	

1. Do	you	think	you	want	to	be	take	up	this	job?	
Yes,	I	would	definitely	like	to	take	up	this	job.	It	requires	great	commitment	
but	it	is	also	well	paid.		
	

2. Which	occupation	should	be	given	a	better	pay?		
Teachers,	doctors,	nurses,	entertainers,	people	 in	 the	civil	 services,	people	
in	the	defense,	those	working	in	fire	brigades,	should	all	be	given	better	pay.		
	

3. Is	being	rich	a	good	thing?	
Yes,	being	 rich	 is	a	good	 thing.	Rich	people	 can	help	others.	They	can	also	
satisfy	all	their	needs.	
	

4. Do	you	think	people	should	save	for	the	future?	
Yes,	people	should	save	for	the	future.	The	future	is	uncertain.	There	should	
always	be	some	saving	for	the	rainy	days.	
	

5. What	makes	a	person	choose	a	job	apart	from	the	pay	it	offers?	
Many	factors	help	a	person	choose	a	job.	The	first	is	money,	and	the	second	
is	job	satisfaction.	Then	there	are	chances	of	promotion.	Good	relations	with	
the	employers,	perks	and	bonuses.	
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12. Two	People	from	the	Same	Family	
	Describe	two	people	who	you	know	from	the	same	family.	
- Who	these	two	people	are	
- How	you	know	these	people		
- How	much	 these	 two	people	have	 similar	personalities	 (characters)	 /	 how	much	 they	

look	similar	
- And	explain	how	(or,	how	well)	the	two	people	get	along	with	each	other.				
	
	
• I	know	many	people	and	many	families.	
• But,	here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	two	people	of	the	same	family.	
• They	live	in	my	neighbourhood.	
• I	have	known	them	since	my	childhood.		
• They	are	my	friends	too.	Their	names	are	Jyoti	and	Simran.	
• They	are	sisters,	in	fact	they	are	twins.	
• They	spend	all	their	time	together.	
• In	fact	they	seem	inseparable.	
• I	chose	to	talk	about	them	because	they	are	my	good	friends.	
• They	are	22	years	old.	
• They	both	have	long	hair,	fair	complexion	and	sparkling	black	eyes.	
• Jyoti	has	a	mole	on	her	chin	and	this	is	the	only	point	of	difference	in	them.	
• They	look	as	similar	as	two	peas	in	a	pod.	
• But	when	you	come	to	know	them	better,	you	find	that	they	are	poles	apart	in	nature.	

Jyoti	is	a	very	polite	and	down-to-earth	person	whereas	Simran	is	very	blunt	and	rude	at	
times.	

• Despite	their	differences,	they	get	along	very	well	together.	
• Jyoti	is	an	extrovert	and	likes	socialising.	
• She	is	also	very	helpful.	
• Whenever	I	am	in	any	need	I	go	to	her.	
• She	never	lets	me	down.	
• In	fact	she	helps	anyone	who	goes	to	her	for	any	help.	
• Simran,	on	the	other	hand,	is	an	introvert.	
• She	is	very	quiet	and	remains	in	her	own	shell.	
• She	gives	the	impression	of	being	selfish.	
• But	as	I	know	her	well,	I	know	that	she	is	just	the	quiet	types.	
• She	likes	her	own	company	and	can	sit	alone	for	hours.	
• I	sometimes	wonder	how	two	identical	twins	could	be	so	different	in	nature.	
• I	like	both	of	them,	but	I	have	a	better	rapport	with	Jyoti.	
• We	were	in	the	same	class.	
• We	used	to	go	to	school	together.	
• Both	were	good	at	studies.	
• They	did	their	masters	in	computer	applications.	
• Now	both	are	working	in	a	multinational	company.	
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Follow	up	Questions		

Family	Life	

1. Have	there	been	any	changes	to	family	life	in	your	country	in	the	past	20	or	30	years?	
Yes,	 the	 last	 two	or	 three	decades	have	seen	a	 lot	of	changes	to	 family	 life.	Earlier	we	
had	joint	families	but	now	nuclear	families	are	the	norm.	In	most	families	both	parents	
are	working,	and	children	are	left	on	their	own	after	school	hours.	
	

2. Do	you	think	modern	families	are	the	same	as	families	in	the	past?	
(Same	as	above)		
	

3. What	effects	do	you	think	this	might	have	in	the	future?	
This	might	have	great	effects	in	the	future.	The	bonding	with	grandparents	will	decrease.	
Children	 would	 not	 know	 how	 to	 get	 along	 with	 relatives.	 Because	 of	 less	 care	 and	
affection	children	might	go	on	the	wrong	path.		
	

4. How	do	you	think	family	life	might	evolve	in	the	future?		
What	 the	 future	holds	 for	 us	 is	 difficult	 to	 predict,	 but	 as	 far	 as	 I	 can	 see,	 people	 are	
becoming	aware	and	are	 realizing	 the	 importance	of	 family.	 I	 cannot	see	people	going	
back	 to	 the	 joint	 family	 system,	 but	 close-knit	 extended	 families	 will	 become	 very	
common.	Some	people	are	also	downshifting,	which	means	that	they	are	not	accepting	
any	promotions,	so	as	to	give	more	time	to	their	family.	
	

5. Compared	to	20	or	30	years	ago,	do	people	today	spend	more	time	together	as	a	family,	
or	less	time?	
Unfortunately,	nowadays,	people	are	spending	much	 let	 less	time	together	as	a	 family	
then	 in	the	past.	What	time	they’re	spending	together	 is	also	very	superficial,	because	
everyone	 is	 busy	 on	 their	 own	 electronic	 gadgets,	 and	 they’re	 hardly	 talking	 to	 each	
other.	 It	 is	 only	 when	 they	 go	 for	 outings	 as	 a	 family	 that	 didn’t	 spend	 sometime	
together	and	come	to	know	each	other.	
	

6. Would	you	say	family	is	important	to	most	people?	
Yes,	family	is	important	to	most	people,	because	most	people	realize	that	friends	can	be	
fair-weather	friends,	but	family	will	be	with	them	through	their	thick	and	thin.	There	is	a	
very	famous	Chinese	adage	that	‘in	times	of	test	family	is	best’	
	

7. Is	family	important	to	you?	
Yes,	 family	 is	 very	 important	 to	me.	 I	 love	my	 family	 a	 lot.	 I	 cannot	 place	my	 friends	
above	my	family.	
	

8. Do	young	people	like	to	spend	time	with	their	parents?	
It	is	a	difficult	question	to	answer,	because	we	cannot	generalize	it	for	all	young	people.	
Most	young	people	 like	to	spend	time	with	their	 friends	more	than	with	their	parents.	
They	 feel	 more	 comfortable	 with	 their	 friends,	 cause	 their	 line	 of	 thought	 is	 similar.		
When	they	are	with	their	parents,	they	have	differences	of	opinions,	which	we	call	the	
generation	gap.	
	

9. For	young	people,	which	are	more	important,	their	friends	or	their	parents?		
Both	are	important,	but	for	most	young	people	friends	are	more	important.	
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10. Do	you	think	the	role	of	women	(wife/mother)	in	the	family	has	changed	in	the	past	few	
decades?	
Yes,	 the	 role	of	women	has	definitely	 changed	 in	 the	past	 few	decades.	Now,	women	
also	go	out	to	work,	and	so	the	role	 in	the	family	has	also	begun	to	be	shared	by	both	
husband	and	wife.	
	

11. Which	do	you	think	is	better,	to	have	a	small	family	or	a	big	family?	(I.e.,	the	number	of	
children)	
It’s	 better	 to	have	 a	 small	 family,	 because	 then	 you	 can	 look	 after	 your	 family	better.		
You	 can	 provide	 the	 best	 education	 to	 children,	 and	 you	 can	 spend	 more	 time	 with	
them.	
	

12. Have	family	values	changed	much	in	the	past	few	decades?	
Family	 values	 have	 changed	 a	 lot	 in	 the	 past	 few	 decades.	 Joint	 families	 have	 almost	
disappeared.	People	 live	 self-centered	and	 isolated	 lives.	Face	 to	 face	communications	
have	become	rare.	
	

13. Do	you	think	it's	good	for	older	members	of	the	family	(grandparents)	to	live	with	their	
sons	or	daughters?		
I	definitely	think	 it	 is	good	for	the	older	members	to	 live	their	sons	or	daughters.	They	
could	look	after	the	grandchildren,	and	teach	them	moral	values.	Grandchildren	love	the	
affection	 showered	 on	 them	 by	 grandparents.	 Grand	 parents	 also	 spend	 happy	 time	
with	them	and	not	feel	socially	isolated.	It	would	be	a	win-win	situation	for	all.	
	

14. Do	you	think	there	are	any	benefits	from	having	older	members	of	the	family	living	with	
(grandparents)	the	younger	members?		
(same	as	above)	
	

15. What	do	family	members	in	India	do	together?		
Family	 members	 do	 a	 lot	 of	 things	 together.	 They	 eat	 together,	 watch	 TV	 together,	
entertain	guests	together,	go	for	outings	together,	cook	together,	do	shopping	together	
and	do	many	other	things	together.	
	

16. If	a	child	has	no	brothers	or	sisters,	(a	single	child),	do	you	think	they	can	communicate	
with	their	parents	better	or	not	as	well	as	a	child	from	a	big	family?	
An	only	 child	has	only	his	parents	 to	 communicate	with,	 so	 it	 can	be	 said	 that	he	 can	
communicate	with	his	parents	better.	However,	 I	do	not	think	that	being	an	only	child	
has	anything	to	do	with	the	ability	to	communicate.	It	all	depends	on	the	parents.	
	

17. Do	(young)	people	today	still	like	living	with	their	parents	as	much	as	young	people	did	
years	ago?	
Today’s	young	people	like	to	live	alone,	because	they	like	their	 independence.	They	do	
not	like	the	old	ways	of	their	parents.	
	 	

18. What	are	some	of	the	problems	that	people	have	when	they	live	alone?	
There	are	many	problems	 they	 face	when	 they	 live	 alone.	 They	 feel	 lonely	when	 they	
have	some	health	problems.		They	have	to	lock	their	homes	properly	when	they	go	out.	
Their	 children	are	not	 looked	after	well	when	 they	are	at	work.	 They	may	mismanage	
their	money	without	any	guidance,	and	land	up	in	debt.	
	

19. What	are	the	benefits	(and	possible	disadvantages)	of	living	in	extended	families?	
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Extended	 families	 are	 a	 blessing.	In	 such	 families,	 people	 live	 in	 nuclear	 units	 but	 are	
very	connected	to	each	other.	They	have	no	disadvantages.	They	have	all	the	advantages	
of	nuclear	and	joint	families.		
	

20. Do	 you	 think	 the	 government	 should	 be	 responsible	 for	 teaching	 people	 about	
parenting?	(teaching	parental	skills)	
Good	 parenting	 is	 a	 challenge,	 but	 I	 don’t	 believe	 that	 government	 is	 responsible	 for	
teaching	 people	 about	 parenting.	 The	 government	 can	 however	 aware	 people	 to	 join	
parenting	classes.	
	

21. When	both	parents	go	out	to	work,	how	does	this	affect	their	family?		
When	both	 parents	 go	 to	work,	 they	 have	 to	 be	 very	 careful	 about	 the	 upbringing	 of	
their	 children.	 They	 have	 to	 see	 to	 it	 that	 their	 children	 are	 not	 neglected.	 They	 also	
have	to	look	into	the	security	of	their	home	when	they	go	to	work.	
	

22. What	are	the	responsibilities	of	parents?		
Good	 parenting	 is	 a	 daunting	 task.	 Parents	 are	 responsible	 for	 bringing	 their	 children	
into	 this	world.	They	have	 to	 see	 that	 the	children	grow	up	 to	be	 responsible	citizens.	
They	have	to	make	their	children	self-dependent	and	responsible.	They	must	give	quality	
time	 to	 the	 children.	 They	must	 provide	 good	 education	 to	 the	 children	 so	 that	 their	
children	do	not	face	any	difficulties	in	their	adult	life.	
	

23. What	problems	do	people	have	when	they	are	trying	to	bring	up	a	child	or	children?	
People	have	 to	 face	a	 lot	of	problems	when	 they	bring	up	 the	 children.	 They	have	 to	
earn	enough	to	give	them	the	best	education.	They	have	to	give	time	to	the	children	to	
teach	them	moral	values.	They	have	to	keep	an	eye	on	the	friend	circle	of	their	children.	
They	 have	 to	 see,	 where	 to	 be	 friendly	 and	 where	 to	 be	 firm	 with	 their	 children.	
Sometimes	one	parent	may	have	to	give	up	his	or	her	job	for	bringing	up	the	children.	
	

24. In	India,	do	employers	provide	any	support	for	parents?	
I	am	not	severe	if	private	companies	are	going	so,	but	many	government	offices	do	we	
have	 anganwadis,	where	working	mothers	 can	 leave	 their	 0-6	 year	 old	 children	 safely	
during	work	hours.	
	

25. How	do	parents	(in	your	culture)	try	to	correct	bad	behaviour	in	the	children	(and	teach	
good	behaviour)?	
Parents	try	to	correct	the	bad	behavior	of	their	children,	by	telling	them	that	something	
they	did	 is	bad,	and	 they	should	not	do	 it	again.	Sometimes	 the	parents	have	 to	scold	
the	 child	 or	 even	 give	 a	 physical	 punishment,	 if	 the	 change	 continues	 to	 do	 his	 bad	
behavior.	

	
The	Influence	of	Friends	&	Family	
	
26. How	do	people	choose	their	friends?	

It	 depends	 on	 age.	 Small	 children	 are	 not	 judgmental,	 and	 can	 make	 anybody	 their	
friend.	 Their	 friendships	 are	 very	 innocent.	 Older	 people	 however,	 make	 friends	 by	
carefully	judging	the	other	person.	They	become	very	calculative.	They	try	to	see	if	the	
other	person	can	be	useful	to	them.	They	see	the	likes	and	dislikes	of	the	other	person.	
They	see	if	the	interests	of	the	other	person	match	their	interests.	
	

27. Are	you	very	similar	to	your	friends?	
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No	I	am	not	very	similar	to	my	friends.	I	am	an	introvert,	but	my	friend	is	very	outgoing	
and	friendly.	She	has	changed	me	a	 lot.	 I	 like	her	because	of	her	extrovert	nature.	We	
have	 similar	 likes	and	dislikes.	Be	both	 like	watching	movies	and	going	 for	 long	walks.	
We	both	dislike	eating	out.	We	enjoy	each	other’s	company.	
	

28. Do	most	people	make	friends	with	others	who	are	similar	to	themselves,	or	different	to	
themselves?	
It	is	a	matter	of	personal	choice.	Some	people	like	similar	friends,	whereas	other	people	
like	to	make	friends	with	those	who	are	different	from	them.	
	

29. Who	 do	 you	 think	 has	 the	 greater	 influence	 on	 children	 (and	 young	 people),	 their	
families	or	their	friends?	
Once	 children	 start	 going	 to	 school,	 the	 influence	of	 their	 friends	becomes	more	 than	
that	of	parents.	This	is	because	nowadays	parents	do	not	given	enough	time	to	children.	
It	has	been	seen	that	when	parents	give	quality	time	to	their	children,	read	out	stories	to	
them,	take	them	for	outings	and	watch	TV	with	them,	then	their	influence	is	more	than	
that	of	friends.	
	

30. What	influence	do	parents	have	on	the	behaviour	and	attitudes	of	their	children?	
Parents	have	a	lot	of	influence	on	the	behavior	and	attitudes	of	the	children.	Knowingly	
or	unknowingly	children	copy	their	parents.	They	do	what	their	parents	do;	they	behave	
as	their	parents	behave	and	they	develop	the	same	eating	habits	as	their	parents.	

	
Personality	Development	
	
31. Do	you	feel	that	the	characteristics	of	parents	are	always	passed	on	to	their	children?	

Genes	 do	 play	 part	 in	 the	 characteristics	 of	 a	 person,	 but	 it	 would	 be	 wrong	 to	 say	
that	the	characteristics	of	parents	are	always	passed	on	to	the	children.	Some	children	
are	very	different	from	their	parents.		
	

32. Do	children	usually	have	personalities	that	are	similar	to	their	parents?	
(Same	as	above)		
	

33. Do	parents	affect	in	a	big	way	the	development	of	their	children's	personalities?		
Yes,	 children’s	 personalities	 are	 affected	 in	 a	 big	way	by	 the	parents.	 Children	 imitate	
their	parents,	and	do	everything	like	their	parents	do.	
If	parents	are	very	strict,	then	children	become	introverts	and	withdraw	into	their	shells.	
Sometimes	 they	 may	 also	 become	 rebels.	 If	 parents	 are	 friendly	 and	 caring,	 then	
children	develop	to	their	full	potential.	
	

34. Do	you	think	people	become	more	like	their	parents	as	they	grow	older?	
Not	necessarily.	Some	children	imbibe	the	habits	of	their	parents,	but	some	grow	up	to	
be	very	different.	
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13. Describe	a	decision	made	by	others	that	you	
disagreed	with	

You	should	say:	
- What	the	decision	was	
- How	it	was	made	
- What	you	disagreed	with	
- And	explain	why	you	disagreed	with	it	

	
• We	all	have	to	make	decisions	from	time	to	time.	
• Some	decisions	are	agreed	upon	by	all,	whereas	some	decisions	are	not	liked	by	all.	
• Here,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 a	 decision,	 which	 was	 made	 by	 my	 two	 friends	

Raman	and	Sunder,	when	we	were	in	10th	class.		
• They	decided	to	bunk	school	and	go	to	watch	a	movie	in	a	multiplex.	
• I	disagreed	strongly.	
• First	of	all,	the	idea	of	bunking	school	did	not	seem	right	to	me.	
• Then,	going	 for	a	movie	without	parents’	permission	was	out	of	question	as	 far	as	

my	thinking	was	concerned.	
• I	advised	them	to	go	for	the	movie	on	a	Sunday,	 in	the	morning	show,	after	taking	

permission	from	our	parents.	
• But	they	were	adamant,	and	were	forcing	me	also	to	accompany	them.	
• I	was	in	a	dilemma,	as	I	did	not	want	to	disappoint	my	friends.	
• But,	my	father	is	very	strict.	
• I	knew	that	if	he	found	out,	he	would	be	very	upset	and	may	even	not	talk	to	me	for	

days.	
• I	could	not	even	bear	to	think	of	that.	
• So,	 I	 said	 a	 firm	 no	 to	my	 friends	 and	 again	 tried	 to	 dissuade	 them	 from	bunking	

school.	
• They,	however,	did	not	agree	and	went	for	the	movie.	
• I	remember,	I	felt	very	light	at	heart	for	not	going	with	them.	
• I	cannot	even	think	of	lying	to	my	parents,	or	hiding	anything	from	them.	
• So,	this	was	the	decision	made	by	my	friends	which	I	did	not	like.	
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Follow	Up	Questions		
	

1. What	skills	are	necessary	when	making	decisions?	
Every	 person	 has	 to	 make	 decisions	 from	 time	 to	 time.	 A	 good	 decision	
requires	 both	 head	 and	 heart.	 Decision-makers	 need	 to	 ask	 themselves	
whether	that	decision	makes	sense,	and	also	whether	it	feels	right.	
A	good	decision	requires	a	good	 insight	 into	what	all	 the	outcomes	of	 that	
decision	could	be.	It	needs	rational	thinking	and	a	little	bit	ability	to	look	into	
the	future.	
	

2. How	can	people	improve	their	decision-making	skills?	
With	 experience,	 the	 decision-making	 skills	 automatically	 improve.	 People	
are	just	have	to	keep	in	mind,	what	all	outcomes	could	be,	and	also	be	ready	
to	face	the	consequences,	what	ever	they	are.	

3. How	do	you	think	computers	will	change	the	way	people	make	decisions?	
Computers	 can	 change	 the	 way	 people	 make	 decisions,	 as	 now	 through	
computers,	people	can	post	their	dilemmas	in	many	forums	and	take	advise	
from	other	people	who	have	faced	similar	situations.	

4. Do	parents	 in	 India	allow	their	children	to	make	 important	decisions	about	
the	future?	
No,	 parents	 in	 India	 generally	 like	 to	make	 important	 decisions	 about	 the	
future	of	 their	children.	They	 like	 to	have	their	say	when	their	child	has	 to	
choose	his	future	career,	and	also	when	he	has	to	choose	his	met	his	partner	
	

5. Do	 you	 think	 that	 parents	 should	 make	 important	 decisions	 for	 their	
children?	
I	think	parents	should	have	a	healthy	discussion	with	their	child	when	he	has	
to	make	a	decision,	and	then	let	the	child	have	the	final	say.	
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14. Describe	a	product	you	got	for	free	
- What	was	the	product	
- Who	gave	it	to	you?	
- When	did	you	get	it	
- What	did	you	feel	on	getting	it	

	
• We	keep	receiving	free	offers	from	many	shopping	stores	from	time	to	time.		
• What	we	don't	 realise	 is	 that	 these	 are	 simply	 tactics	 to	 lure	 us	 to	 buy	more	 and	

more.		
• Here,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 a	 steel	 dinner	 set,	 which	 I	 got	 for	 free	 from	 the	

‘More’	store	in	my	hometown.	
• They	had	a	scheme	that	 if	anyone	did	shopping	worth	15,000	 in	three	months,	 i.e.	

from	Jan	1st	to	31st	March,	there	would	be	this	steel	dinner	set	of	20	pieces	for	free.		
• I	was	 lured	by	the	offer	and	started	doing	all	my	household	shopping	of	 fruits	and	

vegetables	and	grocery	from	‘More’.	
• I	 told	 everyone	 in	my	 family	 to	 do	 all	 purchasing	 from	 ‘More’	 and	 give	my	phone	

number	while	getting	the	billing	done.	
• We	did	not	do	any	unnecessary	shopping	and	purchased	only	the	things	we	needed.	
• At	first	it	looked,	we	wouldn't	reach	the	mark	of	15,000.	
• But	surprisingly,	by	the	end	of	March,	we	had	a	sale	of	15,300.		
• We	got	the	steel	set	on	15th	April	for	free.	
• It	is	a	beautiful	set.	
• We	have	started	using	it.	
• There	are	 four	plates,	 four	 glasses,	 four	 spoons	and	 four	big	bowls	and	 four	 small	

bowls.	
• The	steel	is	also	of	good	quality.		
• The	MRP	on	the	box	is	1600/-	
• We	are	also	otherwise	happy	with	the	services	of	the	store.	
• The	salesmen	are	also	very	helpful	and	friendly.	
• So,	this	is	the	thing	I	got	for	free.		

	

Having challenges with English Grammar? 
Come and visit makkarIELTS Institute 

where we cover Grammar specifically for 
IELTS only 
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Follow	ups	
1. Do	people	always	feel	pleased	when	receiving	free	gifts?	
Of	 course,	 free	 gifts	 are	 always	welcome.	 But,	 we	 should	 also	 realise	 that	 nothing	 in	 the	
world	is	actually	absolutely	free.	Either	we	have	already	paid	for	it	in	some	way	or	we	have	
to	pay	later	on.	For	example,	when	we	get	gifts,	we	also	have	to	reciprocate	sometimes.	We	
cannot	always	be	at	the	receiving	end.		
	
2. What	do	private	companies	usually	donate?	
Private	 companies	donate	many	 things.	 They	do	a	 lot	 for	 charity	 according	 to	whatever	 is	
needed.	For	example,	Reliance	has	gifted	the	people	of	 India	with	 free	 Jio	net	connection.	
Many	people	have	been	using	it	for	the	last	6	months	now	for	free.	
	
	
	

IELTS Fun Fact 
Every student reads approx 

2100 to 2800 words during the 
IELTS Reading exam 
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15. A	change	in	your	life	
- What	was	it	
- When	did	it	happen	
- Are	you	happy	with	the	change	

	
• Change	is	the	law	of	nature.	
• We	all	make	changes	in	our	life	from	time	to	time.		
• I	have	also	made	many	changes	in	my	life.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	positive	change	that	I	made	in	my	life	recently.	
• This	change	is	that	I	have	started	managing	my	time	very	effectively.	
• Earlier	I	used	to	procrastinate	a	lot.	
• I	was	a	real	cunctator.	(You	may	skip	this	line)	
• I	used	to	do	everything	at	the	11th	hour.	
• Most	of	my	work	was	left	undone.		
• One	day	I	read	an	article	in	The	Tribune	on	Effective	Time	Management.	
• The	writer	had	very	nicely	explained	the	importance	of	time	management.	
• Everybody	on	Earth	has	the	same	24	hours	in	a	day.	
• The	only	difference	between	success	and	failure	is	effective	time	management.	
• Time	is	the	most	important	commodity	on	Earth.	
• We	can	buy	gold	and	silver	but	we	cannot	buy	time.		
• The	writer	had	also	given	simple	ways	to	manage	time.	
• I	started	making	a	list	of	to-do	things	before	going	to	bed.	
• I	try	my	best	to	fulfil	it	the	next	day.	
• This	has	brought	a	sea	change	in	my	life.	
• Now	I	have	time	for	everything.	
• I	have	time	for	my	hobbies	and	even	for	visiting	neighbours	and	relatives.	
• It	has	also	reduced	stress	in	my	life	because	not	a	single	important	work	is	pending.	
• Earlier,	I	used	to	be	very	tense	about	my	pending	works,	but	now	I	complete	all	my	

work	in	time	and	so	feel	relaxed	all	the	time.	
• I	feel	very	good	about	it.	
• I	feel	I	am	a	new	person.	
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Follow	Up	Questions	
	
1. Is	your	country	changing	rapidly?	

Yes,	my	country	is	changing	rapidly.	India	is	a	developing	country	and	is	changing	day-by-
day	 for	 the	 better.	 With	 the	 advancement	 of	 technology	 it	 is	 stepping	 fast	 from	 a	
developing	to	a	developed	country.	Change	has	always	been	happening,	but	technology	
has	hastened	the	process	of	change.	
	

2. What	can	smart	phones	do	these	days?	
Smartphones	are	smart	phones.	They	are	mini	computers	that	fit	in	our	pockets.	They	do	
everything,	 which	 was	 earlier	 possible	 only	 on	 computers.	 They	 have	 risen	 above	 the	
basic	 purpose	 of	 phones	 that	 is	 communication.	 They	 provide	 information,	
entertainment,	as	well	as	connectivity.		
	

3. Since	most	people	do	work	on	their	computers,	why	do	they	still	need	to	go	to	the	office?	
They	still	need	to	go	to	the	office	because	there	are	still	many	jobs,	which	require	face-to-
face	interaction.	Furthermore,	doing	all	the	work	from	home	through	a	computer	can	be	
very	boring,	as	the	office	atmosphere	is	missing.	Internet	connectivity	is	still	a	problem	in	
many	places.		

4. Do	you	think	people's	work	in	the	future	will	be	heavily	affected	by	technology?	
Yes,	people’s	work	will	be	heavily	affected	by	technology.	Those	who	will	use	technology	
can	develop	a	wider	network	of	customers	or	clients	and	will	consequently	do	better	at	
work.		
	

5. Compare	the	pace	of	technological	progress	in	the	past	and	in	the	present?	
Technological	 progress	 was	 much	 slower	 in	 the	 past	 as	 compared	 to	 the	 present.	 For	
example,	when	there	was	any	new	invention	in	the	past,	it	took	time	to	reach	the	people,	
but	today	the	information	of	any	new	thing	in	the	market	can	be	reached	to	the	people	
instantaneously,	because	of	the	Internet.		
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16. A	website	which	helped	you	to	do	something	
- Which	site	is	it	
- How	did	you	know	about	it	
- How	it	helped	

	
• I	surf	the	internet	very	often,	in	fact	daily.	
• There	are	many	websites	which	help	us	to	do	many	things.	
• Here	 I	would	 like	 to	 talk	about	a	website	 through	which	you	can	 find	videos	 to	do	

almost	anything	
• It	is	youtube.com	
• Whenever	I	have	to	do	something,	which	I	have	not	done	before,	I	search	a	video	on	

this	site,	and	believe	me	ma’am,	there	are	many	to	choose	from	
• My	friend	sent	me	a	video	of	3D	origami	once,	and	 I	was	amazed	 to	see	 the	clear	

instructions.	
• It	has	helped	me	in	many	ways.	
• I	have	done	many	school	assignments	with	the	help	of	youtube	videos.	
• If	I	like	any	channel	on	youtube,	I	subscribe	to	it	and	then	get	that	channel’s	updates	

in	my	e-mail.	
• Recently,	I	baked	a	cake	by	watching	a	you	tube	video.	
• It	turned	out	perfect.	
• It	was	an	eggless	chocolate	cake.	
• I	bought	all	the	ingredients,	such	as	self	raising	flour,	cocoa	powder,	baking	powder,	

condensed	milk,	vanilla	extract.	
• Once	my	mother	was	not	at	home.	
• I	made	rice	by	watching	a	video.	
• That	too	turned	out	perfect.	
• Videos	are	better	than	oral	or	written	instructions.	
• So	this	is	the	website,	which	has	helped	me	many	times	to	do	something.	
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Follow	ups	
1. Who	in	your	family	use	the	site?	
My	siblings	use	this	site.	Sometimes	my	father	also	uses	it.	(	Give	your	personal	answer)	
2. Can	internet	help	children	in	their	study?	
Yes,	definitely.	The	 Internet	 is	an	ocean	of	knowledge.	Children	can	take	the	help	of	many	
educational	sites	on	the	net.		
3. Will	the	internet	replace	the	teacher?	
I	don't	think	so.	The	teacher	will	always	be	there.	The	teacher	can	keep	the	student	focused	
on	study.	The	Internet	cannot	do	so.	
4. Will	downloading	music	or	movies	for	free	cause	a	problem?	
Yes,	 it	 can	 cause	problems.	 It	 can	affect	 the	 sale	of	 this	music	and	 the	movies	also.	But	 it	
cannot	 be	 stopped.	 People	 will	 always	 find	 ways	 of	 doing	 so.	 This	 has	 also	 made	 many	
amateur	singers	and	actors	famous	overnight.	
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17. Talk	about	a	TV	series	you	remember	
- What	series	is	it	
- Who	are	the	characters		
- What	do	you	like/dislike	about	it	

	
• I	 watch	 TV	 for	 the	 news	 and	 some	 reality	 shows	 but	 one	 TV	 series	 I	 really	 liked	was	

Satyamev	Jayate	which	means	that	truth	alone	wins.	
• This	was	a	talk	show	directed	and	produced	by	Aamir	Khan	
• This	program	was	telecast	on	Sunday	mornings	at	11	am	
• I	used	to	see	it	with	all	my	family	members	
• I	watched	it	because	it	was	a	wonderful	show,	which	enlightened	me	a	lot.	
• All	the	episodes	were	very	heart-touching	
• Some	truths	were	also	shocking.	
• I	 came	 to	 know	 that	 maximum	 insecticides	 and	 pesticides	 are	 used	 in	 Punjab	 as	

compared	with	the	rest	of	India	
• This	show	was	the	first	show	of	Aamir	Khan	on	TV	
• He	spent	two	years	doing	research	for	this	show	and	finally	the	first	show	was	telecast	

on	6th	May	2012.	
• In	these	shows	he	wanted	to	aware	Indians	about	some	sensitive	issues	of	the	society.	
• The	first	issue	was	titled	–	Daughters	are	precious.	
• It	was	against	female	foeticide	
• Other	 issues	 were	 –	 child	 sexual	 abuse,	 dowry	 system	 in	 India,	 medical	 malpractice,	

honour	killings,	physical	disabilities,	domestic	violence	and	organic	farming.	
• This	show	has	been	dubbed	in	many	other	languages	as	well	
• It	was	telecast	by	Star	Plus	and	DD	National.	
• It	was	telecast	in	100	countries	of	the	world	
• Each	and	every	show	was	an	eye-opener	
• I	am	a	big	fan	of	Aamir	
• He	is	an	actor	par-excellence	
• He	admits	 that	one	TV	show	and	one	person's	efforts	 cannot	bring	about	any	change,	

but	says	"information	and	knowledge	make	you	act	differently".		
• And	that,	through	Satyamev	Jayate,	was	his	effort.	
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Follow	ups	
1. What	kind	of	TV	programs	are	most	popular	in	India?	
Many	 kinds	 of	 TV	 programs	 are	 popular	 in	 India.	 India	 is	 a	 diverse	 country	 with	 diverse	
populace	and	diverse	tastes.	People	watch	soaps,	sitcoms,	talk	shows,	reality	shows,	sports	
programs	and	news	programs.		
2. Why	do	people	all	around	the	world	watch	soap	operas?	
Soaps	are	good	relaxation.	They	are	stories,	which	go	on	and	on.	People	relate	themselves	to	
the	characters	and	enjoy	the	stories.	
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18. Describe	a	time	when	you	moved	to	a	new	school	or	
home	

(	You	may	get	ideas	from	the	two	cue	cards	below)	
A	time	when	you	moved	into	a	new	house	

• We	used	to	live	in	our	ancestral	home	built	by	my	grandfather	but	that	house	was	very	
old	and	needed	repair	from	time	to	time.	

• That	area	also	was	very	congested	and	we	found	great	difficulty	in	parking	our	car.	
• So,	two	years	ago	my	father	decided	to	build	a	new	house	in	the	suburbs	of	Phagwara,	

my	home	town.	
• The	 construction	 of	 the	 house	was	 completed	 a	 year	 ago	 and	we	moved	 into	 the	

house	immediately	after	its	completion.	
• It	was	a	dream	house	for	me	and	my	siblings	even	before	it	was	built.	
• Before	moving	in	we	had	a	traditional	ceremony	in	which	we	invited	all	our	friends	

and	relatives.	
• I	 still	 remember	 the	eagerness	and	pride	with	which	 I	 showed	the	house	 to	all	of	my	

friends.	
• My	father	had	spared	no	expense	in	its	construction.	
• It	is	a	3	storey	house	with	7	bedrooms,	2	kitchens	and	8	bathrooms.	
• There	is	also	a	big	kitchen	garden	in	the	back.	
• My	brother	and	I	had	to	share	a	room	in	our	previous	house	but	here	we	each	got	our	

own	individual	room.	
• My	room	is	on	the	2nd	floor.	
• The	neighbourhood	is	also	very	calm	and	quiet.	
• Our	neighbours	are	also	very	friendly	and	nice.	
• I	 remember	 when	 we	 moved	 here,	 they	 invited	 us	 over	 for	 dinner	 and	 then	 we	

became	good	friends.	
• I	do	miss	my	old	house	at	 times	but	 this	house	 is	 very	well	built	with	all	 the	modem	

facilities	and	so	I	love	this	house.	
	
	
A	time	when	you	moved	into	a	new	school	
	
• I	have	been	to	two	schools	in	my	life.	
• My	primary	school	was	different	from	my	secondary	school.	
• I	have	vague	remembrances	of	my	primary	school	as	I	was	too	small	then.	
• Here	I	would	 like	to	talk	about	my	secondary	school	 in	which	I	studied	from	6th	to	12th	

class.	
• My	school’s	name	was	SD	Model	Senior	Secondary	School	
• I	vividly	remember	I	was	very	nervous	on	the	first	day.	
• This	school	was	much	bigger	than	my	primary	school.	
• I	was	afraid	of	getting	lost	there.	
• I	was	a	little	bit	excited	also.	
• I	just	walked	inside	with	the	other	students	and	went	where	they	were	going.	
• I	was	a	new	face	for	them	so	many	of	them	were	staring	at	me.	
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• I	asked	one	student	about	where	6th	class	was.	
• Coincidently	she	was	also	in	6th	class.	
• She	took	me	to	her	class.	
• That	was	the	beginning	of	my	new	friendship.	
• Her	name	was	Harleen	and	till	today	we	are	the	best	of	friends.	
• She	made	me	feel	very	comfortable.	
• All	my	nervousness	vanished.	
• We	attended	the	classes	before	 lunch	break	and	during	the	recess	she	showed	me	the	

whole	school.	
• I	was	awed	by	the	infrastructure	of	the	school.	
• There	were	separate	labs	for	physics,	chemistry	and	computer	science.	
• There	was	a	huge	library	also.	
• Badminton	and	volley	ball	courts	were	also	there.	
• The	canteen	was	the	most	impressive.	
• All	the	teachers	were	also	very	nice.	
• I	studied	7	years	in	that	school.	
• Those	were	the	most	memorable	years	of	my	life.	
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19. Describe	a	shop	that	has	opened	in	your	
hometown.	

- What	shop	it	is	
- What	it	sells	(or,	what	you	usually	buy	there)	
- when	 you	 first	 started	 going	 to	 this	 shop	 (or,	 how	 you	 came	 to	 know	 about	 this	

shop)	
- and	explain	why	you	like	(to	go	to)	this	shop.	

	

• I	belong	to	Phagwara,	and	it	is	a	shopper’s	paradise.	
• It	is	a	rich	town	as	many	people	are	NRIs	and	spend	a	lot	when	they	come	from	abroad	

during	vacations.	
• A	shop,	which	has	recently	opened	is	the	Vishal	store	
• It	is	on	the	G.T.Road,	just	opposite	the	bus	stand	of	my	home	town	Phagwara.	
• It	is	a	one-stop	store	for	all	shopping	needs.	
• Everything	needed	in	day	to	day	life	is	available	under	one	roof.	
• The	best	 thing	 is	 that	 it	 is	easily	approachable	and	has	a	huge	underground	parking	to	

accommodate	about	200	cars.	
• The	 whole	 store	 is	 centrally	 air	 conditioned	 and	 has	 escalators	 and	 lifts	 for	 the	

convenience	of	the	customers.	
• There	are	four	floors.	
• The	ground	floor	has	grocery	and	vegetables	and	fruits.		
• The	first	floor	has	garments	and	accessories	such	as	purses,	wallets,	jewellery	and	socks.	
• The	second	floor	has	electronic	gadgets	and	other	miscellaneous	household	items.	
• The	topmost	floor	has	a	food	court	where	we	can	get	pizzas	and	burgers.	
• I	go	there	very	often,	in	fact	once	or	twice	a	week.	
• Sometimes	 I	 accompany	my	mother	 for	her	grocery	 shopping	and	 sometimes	with	my	

friends	to	do	some	window	shopping.	
• I	buy	all	my	clothes	from	this	shop.	
• It	has	all	the	leading	brands	and	also	some	non-branded	clothes	at	very	reasonable	rates.	
• The	thing	that	impressed	me	the	most	is	that	this	store	has	a	membership	card	system	

and	offers	special	discounts	for	the	members.	
• The	salesmen	are	very	nice	and	friendly.	
• They	are	always	ready	to	help	if	you	can’t	find	anything.	
• So	this	is	the	shop,	which	has	impressed	me	a	lot	and	I	find	very	interesting.	
	
	

Is your IELTS Institute scoring you out of 3 bands for 
Writing Task1 and 6 bands for Task 2? 

Well, that’s a wrong method. Please come and visit 
makkarIELTS Centre to find out how IELTS examiners 

score your writing tasks 
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Follow	ups	

Shopping	in	General	

1. Do	you	think	shopping	is	an	important	part	of	life?	
Yes,	shopping	is	an	important	part	of	life.	Everybody	needs	things,	and	they	have	to	buy	
them	from	the	markets.	
	

2. Do	men	and	women	have	the	same	attitudes	towards	shopping?		
Although,	 gender	 differences	 are	 disappearing,	 but	 in	 some	 ways	 there	 are	 some	
differences.	Women	 generally	 shop	 for	 household	 items	 and	 clothes,	 and	men	 go	 for	
electronic	gadgets.	
	

3. Why	do	you	think	some	people	are	"crazy	about"	shopping?	
Some	people	are	crazy	about	shopping	because	they	are	shopaholics.		They	are	lured	by	
the	things	available	in	the	markets	and	cannot	resist	buying	them.	
	

4. Why	do	you	think	online	shopping	has	become	so	popular?	
Online	 shopping	 has	 become	 popular	 primarily	 due	 to	 two	 reasons.	 Firstly,	 It’s	 very	
convenient	 for	 people	 to	 buy	 anything	 online	 by	 just	 clicking	 on	 a	 button.	 They	 don’t	
have	 to	 spend	 time	on	going	 to	 shops	or	 in	 finding	 car	parking.	 Secondly,	 ecommerce	
companies	offer	a	lot	of	discounts	online,	hence	making	the	products	cheaper	than	their	
retail	prices.	
	

5. Do	you	think	credit	cards	are	a	good	thing?	
In	many	ways	credit	cards	are	good,	but	there	are	some	disadvantages	also.	
	
Advantages	
1. Firstly,	you	can	use	them	practically	everywhere,	even	overseas.	
2. They	can	also	boost	your	purchasing	power	because	they	can	be	used	to	buy	goods	

and	services	over	the	phone,	through	the	mail	and	online.	
3. They	provide	financial	backup	in	the	event	of	an	emergency,	such	as	an	unexpected	

healthcare	cost,	job	loss	or	auto	repair.	For	instance,	if	a	person	is	on	a	holiday	and	
has	a	medical	emergency,	he	will	have	no	problem	in	paying	the	hospital	bills.		

4. Credit	cards	allow	you	to	purchase	items	and	pay	them	off	in	monthly	installments.	
5. They	 also	 offer	 discounts	 and	 rewards	 at	 stores.	 For	 instance,	 when	 you	 make	

purchases	using	the	credit	card	you	can	collect	points,	which	accumulate	and	can	be	
used	to	get	free	items,	such	as	airline	tickets.	Some	cards	may	offer	cash	back	as	an	
incentive	to	use	the	card.	

6. They	can	help	build	your	credit	history.	A	person	with	a	good	credit	history	does	not	
face	problems	when	applying	for	a	loan	for	any	reason.	

7. Credit	 cards	 also	 keep	 a	 record	 of	 your	 expenses,	 helping	 you	 to	 monitor	 your	
financial	activities.	

Disadvantages	
1. The	most	dangerous	part	of	 credit	 cards	 is	not	paying	 them	off	on	 time,	and	once	

you	 fall	 behind	 by	 one	 payment	 late	 fees,	 interest,	 and	 penalties	 build	 very	 fast	
because	of	which	many	people	find	themselves	sunk	in	credit	card	debt	with	no	way	
out.	
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2. Another	 big	 disadvantage	 is	 the	 hidden	 costs.	 There	 is	 the	 start-up	 fees	 and	
processing	fees	and	also	the	annual	fees,	which	is	quite	an	amount.	
	

6. How	is	shopping	today	different	to	several	decades	ago?	
Shopping	today	is	very	different	to	several	decades	ago.	
	

7. Which	is	more	popular	in	your	country,	shopping	in	shopping	malls	or	shopping	online?	
Both	are	equally	popular.	Online	shopping	 is	gaining	a	 lot	of	popularity.	Malls	also	 lure	
customers	by	attractive	discounts.	

	
8. In	what	ways	do	you	think	"globalization"	is	changing	shopping	(in	your	country)?	

Because	 of	 globalization,	 online	 shopping	 has	 become	 very	 popular.	 Even	 in	malls	 all	
foreign	brands	are	available.	So	globalization	has	in	a	way	revolutionized	shopping.	
	

9. What	changes	do	you	think	we	will	see	in	the	future	concerning	shopping?	
I	think,	online	shopping	will	become	even	more	popular	in	the	future.		
	

10. Which	do	you	think	better,	buying	things	online	or	buying	things	in	real	shops?	
I	 think	 it’s	 really	 hard	 to	 decide	which	one	 is	 better	 because	both	of	 them	offer	 their	
unique	advantages.	For	example,	online	shopping	provides	you	the	comfort	of	ordering	
anything	in	the	world	with	just	a	click	of	a	button,	whereas	retail	shopping	provides	you	
a	great	experience	and	the	ability	to	feel	the	product	before	making	a	buying	decision.		
	

11. How	do	people	pay	for	things	they	buy	online?	
People	 normally	 pay	 through	 their	 Credit	 Cards	 or	 use	 Online	 Banking	 for	 making	
purchases.	 But	 now	 a	 days	 ecommerce	 companies	 have	 also	 started	 providing	 the	
option	of	Cash	on	Delivery,	i.e.	people	can	pay	when	they	receive	the	product	
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20. Describe	a	person	who	helped	you	
- Who	was	he/she	
- What	help	he/she	gave	
- When	did	he/she	help	you	
- How	did	he	help	you	

	
		

• Man	is	a	social	animal	
• In	our	life	we	give	and	receive	help	many	times.	
• Here	 I	would	 like	 to	 talk	about	a	 situation	when	 I	 received	help	 from	an	unknown	

person.	
• It	so	happened	that	I	was	going	to	Ludhiana	last	month.	
• After	boarding	the	bus,	I	realised	that	I	had	forgotten	my	purse/wallet	at	home.	
• It	was	a	very	embarrassing	situation.	
• The	bus	had	already	started.	
• When	the	conductor	came	to	me	seat,	I	told	him	my	problem,	but	he	was	very	rude	

and	spoke	harshly	with	me.	
• Fortunately,	there	was	an	elderly	person	sitting	next	to	me	who	came	to	my	rescue	

and	paid	for	my	ticket.	
• I	heaved	a	sigh	of	relief.	
• I	thanked	him	and	started	chatting	with	him.	
• His	name	was	Gurbax	Singh	and	coincidently	he	was	from	my	village/home	town	
• I	told	him	that	I	would	return	his	money	but	he	said	that	it	was	not	a	big	amount	and	

I	should	not	worry	about	it.	
• He	told	me	that	he	was	a	retired	army	person	and	was	now	enjoying	his	retired	life.	
• It	was	very	interesting	to	talk	to	him.	
• He	seemed	to	be	very	knowledgeable.	
• He	told	me	that	he	took	an	active	part	in	the	Kargil	war.	
• He	had	many	stories	to	tell.	
• The	one	hour	journey	to	Ludhiana	seemed	to	fly	in	a	few	minutes.	
• We	exchanged	phone	numbers	and	later	I	invited	him	for	dinner	to	our	house.	
• My	parents	also	thanked	him.	
• Now	he	is	a	family	friend.	

	
	
	 	



Dr	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar							www.facebook.com/makkarielts						May-Aug-2017	

Ravpreet	Singh	 9646044322	 	54	

	
Follow	ups	
1. What	actions	should	government	take	to	minimise	work	pressure?	

Governments	can	 take	a	 lot	of	 steps	 to	minimize	 the	work	pressure,	 for	example	 they	
can	make	 laws	 to	 fix	 the	 number	 of	working	 hours	 for	 an	 employee.	 In	 countries	 like	
France,	nobody	checks	their	emails	or	takes	official	phone	calls	outside	office	hours.		
Governments	 should	 also	 audit	 large	 companies	 to	 check	 if	 they	 are	 giving	 too	much	
work	to	their	employees	
	

2. Do	you	think	people	are	more	selfish	now?	
Yes	I	think	the	people	today	have	become	more	selfish	and	consumerism	is	one	of	the	
main	reasons	behind	it.	Today	everyone	wants	to	experience	everything	and	since	things	
are	lot	expensive	nowadays	so	nobody	wants	to	spend	on	others	but	themselves.	This	is	
why	I	think	people	have	become	selfish.	
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21. Describe	a	city	or	town	you	visited	that	you	liked	
- Where	is	the	city	
- When	you	visited	
- Why	you	liked	it	

	
• India	is	a	diverse	country.	
• There	are	a	number	of	states	and	cities	in	India.	
• Here	I	am	going	to	talk	about	a	city	I	visited	and	liked.	
• It	is	Chandigarh.	
• I	have	visited	Chandigarh	many	times.	Our	relatives	live	there.	
• I	like	everything	about	Chandigarh.	It	is	a	very	well	planned	city	
• It	is	a	union	territory	and	also	the	capital	of	two	states	–	Haryana	and	Punjab	
• It	is	also	called	‘the	city	beautiful.’	
• It	has	been	named	after	an	ancient	temple	–	Chandi	Mandir.	
• There	are	so	many	things	which	make	it	a	unique	city.	
• It	was	designed	first	and	developed	later.	
• It	was	designed	by	a	French	architect	–	Le	Corbusier.	
• The	residential	areas	are	away	from	the	commercial	hubs.	
• There	are	many	places	to	see	in	Chandigarh	such	as	Rose	Garden,	Rock	garden,	Sukhna	

Lake,	Mini	zoo	and	so	on.	
• I	have	seen	all	these	places.	
• The	Rock	Garden	is	made	by	Nek	Chand.	
• It	is	made	of	trash.	It	is	a	very	big	tourist	attraction	now	in	Chandigarh.		
• !7th	Sector	is	a	shopper’s	paradise.	
• This	city	is	active	culturally,	academically	and	commercially.	
• The	traffic	moves	very	smoothly.	
• The	roads	and	public	places	are	well	maintained.	
• Local	bus	service	is	also	very	good.	
• It	is	a	city	full	of	life	at	all	hours	of	the	day	and	night.	
• Many	MNCs	have	also	opened	in	Chandigarh	which	are	a	source	of	earning	for	the	young	

people.	
• One	day	I	would	like	to	settle	there.	
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Follow	ups	
1. Why	do	you	think	people	prefer	to	live	in	cities	nowadays?	

People	prefer	to	live	in	cities	now	a	days	because	compared	to	small	towns	and	villages	
everything	is	easily	available	in	the	cities.	Governments	are	also	spending	huge	amount	
of	money	in	upgrading	the	cities	infrastructure	instead	of	villages.	
Secondly	 all	 new	 things	 like	 fashion	 or	 technology	 related	 trends	 are	 introduced	 in	
cities	first.		
Lastly	the	life	in	cities	is	more	fast	paced	and	happening	compared	to	the	life	in	villages	
which	some	people	find	as	boring.	
	

2. How	does	the	geography	of	a	place	affect	the	way	cities	are	built?	
Well	I	believe	Geography	plays	a	major	role	in	how	the	cities	are	built.	For	example	in	
India	most	of	the	buildings	in	cities	are	built	using	bricks	and	concrete	because	we	don’t	
have	abundance	of	wood	in	our	country	whereas	in	the	United	States	of	America	most	
of	the	cities	have	homes	made	out	of	wood	because	there	are	lot	of	forests	in	America.		
Secondly	 if	 the	 cities	 have	 less	 space,	 like	 in	 case	 of	 New	 York	 we	 can	 see	 a	 lot	 of	
skyscrapers	being	built	to	utilize	the	land	area.	
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22. Describe	a	situation	you	were	not	allowed	to	use	
your	cell	phone	

- Where	was	it	
- When	was	it	
- Why	you	were	not	allowed	
- What	did	you	want	to	do	with	your	cell	phone	

	
• Cell	phones	have	become	an	indispensable	part	of	our	lives	
• Today,	we	cannot	think	of	a	life	without	the	cell	phone.	
• There	are	many	places,	where	the	use	of	a	cell	phone	is	very	disturbing.	
• For	example,	in	religious	places	like	temples,	restaurants	and	hospitals.	
• Here,	 I	would	 like	 to	 talk	about	a	situation	when	 I	was	not	allowed	to	use	 the	cell	

phone	
• Last	month,	my	 aunt	 had	 come	 from	 the	UK	 to	 spend	 a	 few	days	with	 us	 and	 do	

some	shopping	for	her	daughter’s	wedding.	
• We	decided	to	go	to	the	Golden	Temple	Amritsar	on	the	weekend.	
• I	remember	vividly,	there	was	a	long	queue	to	enter	the	main	building.		
• Our	turn	came	after	one	hour’s	wait.		
• Just	as	we	entered	the	main	prayer	hall,	my	phone	started	ringing.	
• Everybody	turned	to	look	at	me	as	if	I	had	committed	a	crime.	
• I	had	forgotten	to	turn	my	cell	phone	off.	
• There	were	notices	all	around	that	cell	phones	had	to	be	turned	to	the	silent	mode	

before	entering	the	hall.	
• I	cut	the	call	and	immediately	turned	off	my	cell	phone.	
• I	felt	very	embarrassed.	
• There	were	so	many	people	there	but	nobody’s	cell	phone	was	ringing.	
• After	doing	the	circumambulation	of	the	holy	book,	we	came	out.	
• Then	we	went	to	the	community	kitchen,	where	food	is	served	round	the	clock.	
• After	another	one	hour,	we	came	out	of	the	main	building	of	the	temple,	and	then	I	

switched	my	cell	phone	back	on.	
• There	were	four	missed	calls	from	my	cousin	
• I	called	her	and	told	her	why	we	didn’t	answer	her	calls	
• She	understood.	
• So	this	was	the	situation	when	I	was	not	allowed	to	use	my	cell	phone.	
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Follow	ups	
	

1. What	is	the	impact	off	the	cell	phone?	
I	believe	cell	phones	have	both	positive	and	negative	impact	on	our	lives.	
Due	 to	 the	 cell	 phones	 we	 have	 instant	 access	 to	 information	 and	 also	
because	of	them	we	can	connect	with	our	loved	one’s;	anywhere,	anytime.	
But	 at	 the	 same	 time	 if	 you	 think	 about	 the	 negative	 impacts	 cell	 phones	
have	 also	become	a	 great	 cause	of	 stress	 in	 our	 lives.	 The	need	 to	 always	
stay	connected	is	taking	a	toll	on	our	personal	lives.	
	

2. What	is	the	smartphone	used	the	most	for?	
I	 think,	 nowadays	 the	 smartphones	 are	 primarily	 used	 for	 accessing	 social	
networking	applications	such	as	whatsapp,	facebook	and	twitter	etc.	People	
also	 use	 them	 for	 Official	 and	 Entertainment	 purpose	 like	 checking	 office	
email	or	watching	movies	and	playing	games.	
	

3. What	is	your	opinion	about	selfies?	
I	 believe,	 selfies	 are	 one	 of	 the	 biggest	 trends	 of	 our	 era.	 People	 are	 not	
camera	 shy	 anymore	 and	 with	 the	 advent	 of	 front	 facing	 cameras	 on	
smartphones	 they	 are	 taking	 selfies	 for	 every	 occasion	 and	 at	 every	 place	
they	visit.		
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23. Describe	a	popular	place	where	people	like	to	go	
swimming	

	
Describe	a	popular	place	where	people	like	to	go	swimming.	
															You	should	say:	
- Where	is	it	
- What	it	is	like	
- Who	likes	to	go	there	
- Why	it	is	a	popular	place	for	swimming	
	

• Swimming	is	a	very	relaxing	exercise.	
• There	are	three	swimming	pools,	which	are	popular	in	my	hometown.	
• One	is	in	the	Latitude	Gym	
• Another	one	is	in	the	City	Club	and	the	third	one	is	in	The	J.C.T.Mill	
• Here	I	am	going	to	talk	about	the	JCT	mill	swimming	pool,	which	is	the	most	liked	by	the	

people.	
• This	is	the	best	swimming	pool	in	my	hometown.	
• The	pool	 is	 free	 for	 the	 employees	of	 the	mill	 and	 their	 families	 but	 outsiders	 need	 a	

special	permission.	
• This	pool	is	situated	inside	the	mill,	which	is	in	the	heart	of	the	city.	
• It	is	very	beautiful.	
• It	is	very	neat	and	clean.	
• The	water	is	filtered	every	week.	
• That	is	why	most	people	like	to	go	there	instead	of	other	places.	
• I	also	go	there	with	my	friends	during	the	summer	vacations.	
• There	are	5	trainers	who	teach	swimming.	
• The	fee	for	learning	swimming	is	also	very	nominal.	
• There	are	shower	rooms	for	people	to	change	and	take	bath	later	on	
• The	pool	has	different	depth	levels	on	different	sides.	
• Beginners	are	only	allowed	the	shallow	side.	
• The	maximum	depth	of	this	pool	is	16	feet	
• There	is	also	diving	facility	
• So,	this	is	the	swimming	pool,	which	I	like	the	most.	
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Follow	ups	
	

1. Is	it	important	to	swim?	
Yes,	 it	 is	very	 important	to	swim.	Swimming	 is	a	great	recreational	activity.	
Apart	from	being	fun	it	is	a	great	way	to	keep	fit.	It	is	a	new	impact	activity	
that	has	many	physical	and	mental	health	benefits.	
	

2. Should	children	learn	how	to	swim?	
I	think	that	boy	children	should	learn	how	to	swim,	and	that	too	as	early	as	
possible.	Water	 is	all	around	us,	even	if	 it	 is	a	bath	tub.	Children	should	be	
comfortable	 with	 water.	 Secondly,	 swimming	 is	 a	 fun	 activity.	 If	 children	
were	 given	 this	 opportunity,	 they	 would	 do	 it	 readily.	 This	 will	 also	 keep	
them	physically	 fit.	As	 it	 is,	 childhood	obesity	 is	on	 the	 rise.	Many	modern	
schools	 have	 swimming	 pools	 in	 their	 campuses.	 Swimming	 also	 releases	
endorphins,	which	aid	in	decreasing	stress	and	improving	mood.	
	

3. Who	can	teach	swimming	well?	
Swimming	 can	 be	 taught	 by	 swimming	 instructors,	 who	 themselves	 know	
swimming	very	well.	It	is	important	that	the	instructor	is	certified	by	proper	
authorities.	
	

4. Why	can	swimming	help	people	become	healthier?	
Swimming	can	help	people	become	healthier	as	 it	 is	a	 low	 impact	aerobics	
exercise.	 Swimming	 also	 releases	 endorphins,	 which	 aid	 in	mental	 health.	
The	 joint	 movement	 made	 in	 water	 has	 been	 seen	 to	 prevent	 and	 cure	
arthritis	
	

5. Should	a	city	have	a	lot	of	sports	facilities?	
Yes,	a	city	should	have	a	lot	of	sports	facilities,	because	it	would	encourage	
people	to	come	out	and	do	sports.	As	it	is,	lives	have	become	sedentary,	and	
so	 it	 has	 become	 even	 more	 necessary	 to	 have	 such	 sports	 facilities	 as	
stadiums,	swimming	pools	and	other	playgrounds.	
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24. Talk	about	a	sport	in	your	country	you	like	
watching	

-	What	sport	is	it?	
-	Is	it	well	developed	in	your	country?	
-	What	is	the	most	popular	sport	there?	Why?	
	
• India	is	a	diverse	country	
• There	 are	many	 sports	 played	 in	 India	 such	 as	 cricket,	 hockey,	 football,	 volleyball	

and	so	on	
• Here	 I	would	 like	 to	 talk	about	a	sport	which	 I	 love	watching	and	has	 its	origins	 in	

India.	
• This	sport	is	Kabaddi.	
• Kabaddi	was	developed	about	4000	years	ago	to	help	 Indian	soldiers	develop	their	

self-defense	skills	
• Kabaddi	is	a	beautiful	game.	
• It	is	a	game	of	speed	strength,	strategy	and	lung	power.	
• It	is	not	the	most	popular	game	here.	
• Cricket	 is	 the	 most	 popular	 game	 here	 because	 people	 just	 love	 it	 and	 many	 TV	

channels	are	dedicated	to	cricket.	
• Now	Kabaddi	is	again	gaining	popularity.	
• There	is	also	an	American	Kabaddi	team.	
• It	is	well	developed	in	India.	
• It	is	known	by	different	names	in	different	parts	of	India.	
• All	it	requires	is	a	big	open	space	and	a	bunch	of	people.	
• The	Punjab	government	is	doing	a	lot	to	promote	this	game.	
• The	2012	world	Kabaddi	cup	was	the	3rd	kabaddi	cup	organised	by	the	government	

of	Punjab.		
• A	 prize	money	 of	 2	 crores	 was	 given	 to	 the	 winning	 team	 and	 1	 crore	 to	 the	 ist	

runner	up.	
• 15	countries	participated	in	the	tournament.	
• The	final	match	was	played	between	India	and	Pakistan	in	Guru	Nanak	Stadium		
• I	went	to	see	this	match	with	my	friends.	
• India	won	the	match	and	made	our	day.	
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25. Talk	about	a	wish	that	you	couldn’t	accomplish	for	
a	long	time	

-What	was	the	wish	
-When	you	wanted	to	achieve	
-Why	you	couldn't	achieve	
	
•Everyone	sets	goals	in	his	or	her	life.	
•Some	are	short	term	goals	and	some	are	long	term	goals.		
•Here,	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	goal	I	took	a	very	long	time	to	achieve.	
•Actually	I	was	very	fat.		
•I	wanted	to	lose	around	10	kg	weight.	
•I	wanted	to	do	it	by	exercise	and	not	by	restricting	my	diet.		
•I	joined	a	gym	and	started	exercise	regularly.		
•But,	 I	 took	my	normal	meals	and	didn't	put	any	control	on	 the	munching	and	nibbling	 in	
between.	
•By	the	end	of	one	month,	I	had	not	lost	even	half	a	kg,	but	my	clothes	started	fitting	better.		
•My	instructor	at	the	gym	told	me	that	I	was	losing	fat	but	putting	on	muscle.		
•That	it	why	it	was	inch	loss	and	not	weight	loss.	
•I	was	not	at	all	happy	with	my	progress.	
•Then	I	thought	of	following	a	diet	chart.	
•My	gym	instructor	made	a	diet	chart,	which	was	so	difficult	and	timed	that	I	gave	up	after	2	
days.	
•One	of	my	gym	mate	was	losing	weight	very	fast.	
•I	asked	him	what	he	was	doing	to	lose	weight.	
•He	told	me	that	he	didn't	do	any	dieting,	but	he	watched	what	he	ate	and	when	he	ate.	
•He	had	reduced	artificial	sugars	altogether.	
•He	ate	fruit,	which	has	natural	sugar,	but	didn't	take	any	sugar	in	tea	or	coffee.		
•He	had	also	changed	his	dinner	time.	Earlier	he	had	dinner	after	9	pm,	but	now	he	has	 it	
before	7.		
•I	followed	his	advice	and	started	losing	weight.	
•It	took	a	long	time,	but	finally	I	managed	to	get	my	dream	figure	in	about	8	months.		
•Now,	early	dinner	and	one	hour	of	gym	has	become	part	of	my	life.	
•I	feel	fitter	and	more	energetic	than	before.	
	
	
Follow	Up	Questions	
	
1.Do	you	think	Goals	play	an	important	role	in	a	life?	
Yes	goals	are	very	important	for	people.	These	are	necessary	for	people	because	if	they	are	
not	ambitious	they	would	not	work	hard.	Young	people	should	be	ambitious	and	set	goals	
for	 themselves.	Then	 they	should	work	hard	 to	achieve	 those	goals.	 Lack	of	ambition	may	
make	them	lazy.		
	
2.Too	much	ambitiousness	leads	to	disaster	what	you	think	about	that?	
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That	 is	also	true.	We	must	know	where	to	draw	the	line	between	ambitiousness	and	over-
ambitiousness.	When	we	try	to	harm	the	others	to	attain	our	goals	then	it	is	bad.	When	we	
use	 unfair	means	 to	 attain	 our	 goals	 even	 then	 it	 is	 bad.	 An	 over	 ambitious	mother	may	
neglect	her	family	and	children	to	reach	the	top	in	her	career	which	may	prove	very	harmful	
in	the	long	run.		
	
3.Do	you	think	that	today’s	generation	can	run	without	setting	their	goals.	
(Same	as	answer	1)	
	
4.What	 should	 be	 good	measures	 to	 encourage	 young	 generation	 to	 follow	 and	 set	 their	
goals?	
Many	measures	can	be	there.	First,	the	older	ones	can	lead	by	example.	Children	are	good	
apes.	They	follow	what	they	see.	Secondly,	they	can	be	given	examples	of	those	who	have	
reached	great	heights	by	setting	goals	and	achieving	them.		
	
5.Which	skills	are	helpful	to	pursue	our	goals?	
Hard	work,	determination,	courage	to	accept	failure	and	start	all	over	again	are	required	to	
be	a	winner	ultimately.	
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26. Describe	an	event/happy	experience	from	your	
childhood	that	you	remember.	Please	say	

- What was the event? 
- How old were you then? 
- Why do you still remember it? 
 
•There have been many happy and sad events in my childhood. 
•Here I would like to talk about a happy childhood event which I still 
remember. 
•It was my 12th birthday. 
•I remember that birthday because I received my own personal computer as a 
gift from my parents. 
•When I came home from school that day, my mother told me that a surprise 
was waiting for me in my room. 
•I ran into my room and saw this beautiful monitor, CPU, keyboard and mouse 
– all set on my study table.  
•My father had got it assembled from a local computer store. 
•I was so happy, I couldn’t believe my eyes. 
•I hugged my mother real hard. 
•She also baked a cake to celebrate my birthday. 
•I ran out to invite all my friends of my neighbourhood. 
•In the evening, when they all came, I proudly showed them my PC. 
•I remember how I enjoyed the look of jealousy in their eyes. 
•I received many other presents that day, but this was the best. 
•I used to take good care of my computer. 
•I used to play games on it. 
•I learnt the basics of computer such as using the word and the paint feature 
from that computer. 
•Every year I got that computer upgraded. 
•Even today I have that PC but now it works slower than the latest versions.  
•Many times I thought of selling it as I have a laptop now which has an I-3 
processor and is very fast. 
•This computer has my fondest childhood memories and so I cannot think of 
parting with it.  
•When my niece and nephew come to our home, I allow them to play games 
on it.  
•In my childhood, I never used to let anybody touch my computer. 
•So, this is the event of childhood which I still remember. 
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27. Describe	a	sporting	event	that	you	enjoyed	
watching.	Please	say: 

- What was the event? 
- Where did you watch it? 
- Whom did you watch it with? 
- Why did you enjoy watching it? 
 
•I love sports and I enjoy watching cricket and hockey matches on TV 
•Here, I would like to talk about a cricket match which I watched in Akal 
Stadium of my hometown. 
•It was an inter-college match between Guru Nanak College team and Khalsa 
College team. 
•Actually my brother studies in Guru Nanak College and is the captain of his 
college cricket team 
•I went with my friends to cheer his team. 
•I enjoyed watching it because my brother was playing and also because all 
my friends were with me. 
•Khalsa College team won the toss and chose to bat first. 
•I remember how we shouted and whistled every time their team lost a wicket. 
•They set a target of 250 runs for Guru Nanak College team. 
•My brother was the opening batsman. 
•He made 56 runs and was then run out. 
•The other players also played well. 
•We cheered every boundary. 
•The last over was a nail-biting over. 
•10 runs were needed in 6 balls and only one wicket left. 
•For some time there was silence in the stadium. 
•The supporters of both teams were tense. 
•My brother’s team won on the last ball. 
•We were very happy. 
•I clicked many photographs during the match. 
•We enjoyed a lot of snacks and drinks during the breaks in between. 
•I realised that watching a match on TV is very different from watching it in the 
stadium. 
•After the match I celebrated with my friends. 
•I took them for a treat to Haveli. 
•It is a beautiful restaurant in the suburbs of my hometown. 
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28. Describe	a	couple	who	you	think	have	a	happy	
marriage.	

-who they are 
-how long they have been married 
-how they live their lives  
-and explain why you think they are happily married. 
 
 
•I have come across many happily married couples in my life. 
•Here I would like to talk about one such couple which is none other than that 
of my own parents. 
•My father’s name is Manmohan Singh and my mother’s name is Iqbal Kaur. 
•They have been married 58 years now and are the perfect couple in my 
eyes. 
•Both are in their early eighties. 
•Both of them are not very tall but look very good. 
•I have never seen any major quarrels between them and if there were any 
they have never let us know about them. 
•Of course there are minor tiffs every now and then but these are very short 
lived and in no time they are one again. 
•These tiffs just add spice to life. 
•Most of these quarrels are because of the remote of the TV. 
•Both like different TV programmes. 
•Generally my father has to surrender in this matter. 
•They take all major decisions of the family together. 
•When my grandparents were alive, they used to look after them very nicely. 
•They have always provided me and my siblings the best they could. 
•They are liked by all in our family and the society. 
•They enjoy being with their grandchildren and have a lot of stories to tell 
them. 
•No one can get bored in their company. 
•We celebrated the golden jubilee of their marriage 8 years ago and now we 
are looking forward to celebrate their platinum jubilee. 
•They both are made for each other. 
•I pray God to give them a long and healthy life. 
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29. A	café	you	visited 
Café	you	have	visited	

- Talk	about	the	interiors	of	the	café	
- When	did	you	visit	
- With	whom	
- What	did	you	like	and	dislike	about	it	

	
• I	have	visited	many	cafes	in	my	life.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	Café	Coffee	Day	or	CCD	as	it	is	popularly	called.	
• It	is	opposite	the	bus	stand.	
• The	interiors	are	very	well	decorated.	
• There	are	pictures	of	different	types	of	coffee	on	the	walls.	
• There	 is	 very	 comfortable	 cane	 furniture	and	 there	 is	 always	 some	 light	music	

playing	in	the	background.	
• I	go	there	once	or	twice	a	month.	
• The	last	time	I	went	there	with	my	friend	was	last	Sunday.	
• She	treated	me	to	coffee	and	donuts	as	her	sister	had	been	blessed	with	a	baby	

girl.	
• I	like	everything	about	this	café;	their	coffees	are	just	superb.	
• They	offer	Cappuccino,	which	is	a	coffee	made	with	hot	frothy	milk.	
• They	also	offer	latte,	which	is	lighter	than	cappuccino.	
• Mocha	is	a	very	high	quality	coffee,	but	is	also	very	expensive.	
• They	also	have	iced	coffee	and	cold	coffee.	
• The	thing	I	dislike	 is	that	they	do	not	have	enough	parking	and	enough	seating	

capacity.	
• As	it	is	opposite	the	bus	stand,	it	is	a	very	crowded	area.	
• CCD	is	in	fact	a	chain	of	coffee	outlets.	
• They	also	export	their	coffee	to	the	USA.	
• Their	first	CCD	outlet	started	in	Bangalore	in	1996	and	now	they	have	outlets	all	

over	India.	
• They	make	coffee	from	freshly	ground	beans.	
• They	also	make	designs	on	the	coffee	with	cream	like	smileys	and	leaves,	which	

look	awesome.	
	

	

Follow Ups 
 

Cafes	and	Restaurants	
	

1. What	kinds	of	people	choose	to	go	to	cafés?	
	 All	types	of	people	like	to	go	to	cafés.	Cafés	are	nice	places	to	hang	out	with	friends.		
	
2. What	is	the	difference	between	cafe	and	restaurant?	

Cafés	primarily	aim	to	sell	coffee	-	good	coffee,	different	types	of	coffee	-	and	things	that	
go	 with	 coffee,	 like	 light	 sandwiches,	 cakes,	 breakfasts,	 and	 snacks;	 also,	 a	 variety	 of	
drinks	as	well	 as	 tea,	 for	people	who	don't	 like	 coffee.	Restaurants	focus	on	 selling	you	
the	whole	meal.	

	
3. Which	do	you	think	is	more	suitable	for	a	family	gathering?	
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I	 think	 a	 restaurant	 is	 more	 suitable	 for	 a	 family	 gathering.	 Restaurants	 are	 generally	
bigger	and	have	more	seating	capacity	then	cafés.	They	have	more	choice	of	food	also.	

	
4. Why	do	some	people	like	to	invite	others	at	their	home,	while	some	take	them	out?	

Some	people	like	to	entertain	at	home	because	they	feel	more	comfortable	at	home	with	
their	 guests.	 It	 is	 also	 cheaper	 at	 home.	 People	 can	 also	 show	 off	 their	 culinary	 skills.	
Some	 like	 to	entertain	outside	 in	cafés	and	 restaurants	because	 they	 feel	 that	at	home	
they	would	not	be	able	to	give	enough	time	to	their	guests,	as	they	would	be	busy	in	the	
kitchen	all	the	time.		

	
5. Apart	from	eating	meals,	what	are	the	other	things	people	do	together	at	home?	

People	watch	sitcoms	and	movies	together,	they	play	cards	and	other	indoor	games	and	
enjoy	each	others	company.	

	
6. Do	you	think	it's	suitable	to	talk	in	a	café?	

It	 is	perfectly	 suitable	 to	 talk	 in	 the	café,	but	 it	 is	not	 suitable	 to	gossip,	because	other	
people	are	also	sitting	very	close	to	each	other,	and	can	overhear	you.	

	
7. What	are	some	of	the	disadvantages	of	going	to	cafes?	
	 The	main	disadvantage	is	the	cost.	Most	cafés	are	overpriced.	
	
8. What	do	people	do	in	a	café?	
	 People	sit	in	the	café,	talk	to	each	other	and	enjoy	their	tea	or	coffee	and	snacks.	
	
9. Do	you	often	go	to	a	café?	
	 No,	I	don’t	often	go	to	a	café.		There	is	a	CCD	in	my	hometown,	but	I	go	there	once	in	two	
or	three	months.	
	
10. Did	you	ever	go	to	cafe	when	you	were	a	child?	
	 No,	I	never	went	to	a	café	in	my	childhood.	
	
11. Why	do	some	young	people	prefer	to	go	to	a	café	instead	of	going	to	a	restaurant?			

Some	people	prefer	a	café	to	a	restaurant,	because	the	service	is	faster	in	a	café.	Besides,	
they	don’t	want	to	eat	the	traditional	food,	but	enjoy	the	snacks	and	beverages	offered	in	
a	café.		

	
12. Do	 young	 people	 prefer	 to	 go	 to	 cafés	 or	 fast	 food	 restaurants	 such	 as	 KFC	 and	

MacDonalds?	(Why?)	
	 Young	people	prefer	to	go	to	all	these	places	equally.	
	
13. What	types	of	people	choose	to	go	to	a	restaurant	instead	of	a	cafe?	OR	Which	place	do	

you	think	would	be	more	suitable	for	a	business	discussion,	a	café	or	a	restaurant?	
Businessmen	 choose	 the	 restaurant	 instead	 of	 a	 café,	 because	 they	 can	 discuss	 things	
over	lunch	or	dinner	with	each	other.	Cafés	are	noisier,	because	mostly	the	young	people	
frequent	them.	In	a	restaurant,	you	have	more	privacy	than	a	café.	

	
14. What	do	you	think	of	the	decor	(the	inside	appearance	&	furnishings)	of	most	cafés?	

The	 inside	 appearance	 and	 furnishings	 of	most	 cafés	 are	 very	 important.	 The	 décor,	 if	
done	in	soothing	shades,	gives	peace	of	mind.	
	

Socializing	at	Home	versus	Socializing	in	a	Restaurant	
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15. Do	you	often	invite	friends	to	visit	your	home?	

Yes,	 I	 often	 invite	 friends	 to	 visit	my	 home.	My	mother	 is	 an	 excellent	 cook,	 and	my	
friends	enjoy	the	snacks	and	the	food	prepared	by	her.	

	
16. Do	 people	 in	 your	 country	 feel	 that	 they	 don't	 really	 know	 someone	 until	 they	 have	

eaten	together?	(Why?)	
	 I	don’t	think	so	myself.	I	am	not	aware	if	other	people	of	my	country	think	like	that.	
	
17. Why	do	you	think	eating	is	such	an	important	part	of	socializing?		
	 Socializing	over	food	may	have	some	of	the	following	benefits:	

It	prevents	eating	on	the	go	 in	a	stressed	state,	which	 improves	digestion.	Secondly,	 it	
helps	us	become	open	to	new	experiences	and	eat	outside	of	our	comfort	zone.	It	also	
helps	children	learn	the	importance	of	taking	time	to	enjoy	food.	Moreover,	it	allows	us	
to	bond	with	others	over	a	pleasurable	event.	It	helps	us	feel	as	though	we	belong,	due	
to	 our	 common	 interest	 in	 food	with	 others.	 Then,	 it	 takes	 our	mind	off	what	we	did	
before	 sitting	 down	 to	 eat	 and	 what	 we	 need	 to	 do	 after	 and	 encourages	 us	 to	 be	
present	in	the	moment.	

	
18. Where	do	people	generally	arrange	to	meet	new	friends,	at	home	or	in	a	restaurant	or	

some	other	eating-place?	
It’s	a	matter	of	personal	choice.	Normally,	people	don’t	entertain	complete	strangers	at	
home,	but	sometimes	one	has	to	look	at	one’s	pocket	also.	Entertaining	outside	could	be	
very	costly.	

	
19. When	 people	 are	 entertaining	 visitors	 or	 friends	 etc.	 in	 your	 country,	 do	 they	 usually	

prefer	to	go	out	to	eat	in	a	restaurant	or	to	eat	at	home?		
It	depends	on	the	length	of	stay	of	the	visitors.	If	the	stay	is	long,	then	most	meals	are	at	
home,	and	only	a	few	are	at	some	restaurant.	If	the	visitors	have	come	for	a	very	short	
time	then	they	can	be	taken	out,	so	that	you	get	to	spend	time	with	them.		

	
20. In	what	circumstances	do	you	think	it	is	more	suitable	to	entertain	guests	at	home?	OR	

When	do	people	in	your	country	usually	choose	to	entertain	guests	at	home?	
Sometimes	the	guests	prefer	to	have	simple	home	cooked	meals.	Sometimes,	they	may	
not	 be	 able	 to	 tolerate	 the	 spicy	 food	 of	 restaurants.	 Sometimes,	 they	may	 not	 be	 in	
very	good	health.	In	all	these	circumstances,	it	is	better	to	entertain	them	at	home.		

	
21. When	people	have	family	gatherings	in	your	country,	do	they	usually	go	to	a	restaurant	

or	eat	at	home?	
During	family	gatherings,	usually	people	hire	professional	cooks	 for	a	 few	days	 in	their	
homes,	so	that	any	number	of	guests	can	be	entertained	at	any	time.		

	
22. Why	do	some	people	prefer	not	to	entertain	guests	at	home?	

Some	people	do	not	want	to	entertain	guests	at	home	because	they	do	not	want	to	go	
into	the	hassle	of	cooking,	and	they	want	to	be	able	to	spend	time	with	their	guests.	

	
23. In	your	country,	how	is	the	restaurant	bill	usually	paid,	when	a	group	of	people	eat	in	a	

restaurant?	
	 Mostly,	the	host	of	the	party	pays	and	sometimes	people	share	the	bill	
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30. A	polite	person 
Describe	a	polite	person	whom	you	know.	

- Who	is	the	person	
- How	you	know	him/her		
- And	explain	why	you	think	this	person	is	polite.		

	
	

• Politeness	is	a	very	nice	quality.	
• I	 know	 many	 polite	 persons	 but	 here	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 the	 politest	

person	known	to	me.	
• He	is	none	other	than	my	father.	
• He	is	in	his	late	forties.	
• He	is	not	very	tall	but	looks	very	handsome.	
• His	hair	is	graying	at	the	temples	but	he	doesn’t	dye	his	hair.	
• He	believes	in	going	grey	gracefully.	
• He	does	not	do	anything	special	to	show	his	politeness.	
• His	politeness	is	reflected	by	his	way	of	talking	to	others.	
• He	is	very	helpful.	
• I	have	seen	that	many	times	he	goes	out	of	the	way	to	help	others.	
• That	is	why	everyone	in	my	family	and	neighbourhood	loves	him.	
• He	is	very	predictable.		
• Even	if	he	is	himself	sad	or	depressed,	he	never	lets	it	affect	us.	
• He	is	a	perfect	role	model	for	us.	
• My	grandfather	 is	a	bit	short	tempered	but	my	father	always	shows	respect	to	

him	and	does	whatever	he	says.	
• He	is	also	a	perfect	husband.	
• He	always	listens	to	my	mother	and	lets	her	have	her	way	in	family	matters.	
• They	both	are	a	perfectly	happy	couple.	
• He	is	also	a	perfect	father.	
• Whenever	 I	 am	wrong	or	make	any	unfair	demand,	he	 reasons	with	me	 like	a	

friend.	
• He	believes	that	if	we	want	to	earn	love	and	respect	then	we	must	first	learn	to	

give	love	and	respect.	
• He	 uses	 the	word	 ‘ji’	 for	 calling	 anyone.	 For	 example,	 if	 calls	 our	 gardener	 as	

maaliji	and	our	laundryman	as	dhobiji.	
• That	is	why	Iconsider	him	to	be	the	politest	person	known	to	me.	

[Note:	This	can	also	be	adapted	for	the	cue	card	“Describe	someone	who	is	older	than	you,	

whom	you	admire]	

	

	

Follow ups 
	

Politeness	in	Your	Country	
	

1. Do	you	think	you	are	a	polite	person?	
Yes,	I	think	I’m	a	polite	person.	I	don’t	speak	rudely	with	anyone.	I	try	to	help	anyone	who	
comes	to	me	for	help.	

	
2. How	do	you	show	politeness?	
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	 I	don’t	think	anyone	can	show	politeness.	It	just	reflects	in	one’s	behavior.	
	
3. Do	you	think	politeness	is	important?	
	 Yes,	politeness	is	very	important.	Politeness	begets	politeness.	If	we	are	polite	to	others,	
only	then	we	 can	expect	politeness	from	them.	
	
4. In	your	opinion,	why	is	it	important	to	show	respect	to	others?	

It	 is	 important	to	show	respect	to	others,	because	it	reflects	our	own	nature.	 If	you	will	
respect	others	only	then	you	will	get	respect	from	others.	If	you	will	disrespect	others,	no	
one	will	care	for	you.	

	
5. Can	you	give	me	some	other	examples	of	how	people	show	politeness	in	your	country?		

In	my	country,	people	show	politeness	in	many	ways.	Giving	an	elderly	person	your	seat	
in	the	bus	is	one	method	of	showing	politeness.	Standing	up	when	the	teacher	comes	in	
the	 class	 is	 another	way	of	 showing	politeness.	 Stopping	 your	 car	 to	 let	 the	pedestrian	
cross	 the	 road	 is	 also	a	way	of	 showing	politeness.	Helping	an	elderly	person	cross	 the	
road	is	also	a	way	of	showing	politeness.	

	
6. Are	there	any	differences	between	urban	and	rural	people	concerning	politeness?		

Urban	people	are	 living	a	 faster	 life.	 They	have	no	 time	 for	 showing	politeness.	On	 the	
other	 hand,	 life	 in	 the	 villages	 is	 slower.	 People	 help	 each	 other,	 and	 spend	 time	with	
each	other.	So	it	can	be	said	that	rural	people	are	more	polite.	

	
7. Do	young	people	show	politeness	in	the	same	way	as	old	people?	

Old	 and	 young	 people	 to	 show	 politeness	 in	 different	 ways.	 Old	 people	 can	 show	
politeness	by	not	being	mad	at	children	when	they’re	playing	and	making	noise.	Young	
people	can	show	politeness	by	giving	the	elderly	their	seat	or	by	just	sitting	and	talking	
to	them	

	
8. Do	young	and	old	people	have	the	same	attitude	towards	politeness?	
	 I	think	the	attitude	of	both	is	the	same,	but	the	way	of	showing	politeness	is	different	
	
9. Are	people	more	polite	with	non-family	members	than	they	are	with	their	parents?		

Yes,	people	are	a	lot	more	polite	with	nonfamily	members	because	they	take	their	family	
members	 for	 granted	 and	 expect	 that	 they	would	 not	mind	 even	 if	 they	 are	 not	 very	
polite	with	them.	

	
10. Do	you	think	 there	have	been	any	changes	 in	 recent	decades	 to	 the	way	people	show	

politeness	to	others?	OR	Are	people	today	as	polite	as	people	were	in	the	past?		
As	life	has	become	faster,	politeness	has	slipped	away	from	people’s	minds.		They	are	so	
busy	in	their	own	life	that	they	hardly	find	time	to	show	politeness.	

	
Cross-Cultural	Relations	

	
11. Do	you	 think	 there	are	any	differences	between	politeness	 in	 your	 country	and	 in	 the	

West?	 OR	 Do	 you	 think	 politeness	 is	 different	 in	 different	 countries	 and	 parts	 of	 the	
world?	
I	don’t	think	politeness	has	anything	to	do	with	the	country	one	comes	from.	There	are	
polite	and	impolite	people	in	every	country.	

	
12. How	can	one	evaluate	other	cultures?	
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	 One	can	evaluate	other	cultures	by	talking	to	the	people,	and	sharing	views	with	them.	
	
13. What	do	you	think	might	happen	 if	 the	nations	of	 the	whole	world	showed	respect	 to	

other	nations?	
If	 the	 nations	 of	 the	 whole	 world	 showed	 respect	 to	 other	 nations,	 then	 life	 would	
become	very	harmonious	and	beautiful.	

	
Politeness	in	Your	Country	(in	your	culture)	

	
14. In	general,	what	is	"politeness"?	

Politeness	is	talking	softly	with	everyone;	politeness	is	sitting	with	the	elderly	and	giving	
them	company;	politeness	 is	helping	a	blind	man	cross	the	road;	politeness	 is	greeting	
others	with	a	happy	face;	politeness	is	in	small	good	gestures	that	make	others	happy.	

	
15. Why	do	people	show	politeness	towards	others?	OR	What	is	the	purpose	of	politeness?	
	 The	 purpose	 of	 politeness	 is	 to	 give	 a	meaning	 to	 your	 life,	 and	 to	make	 this	 world	 a	
happy	place.	
	
16. On	what	occasions	do	people	need	to	be	(especially)	polite?	
	 I	 think	we	should	not	 find	occasions	 to	be	especially	polite.	We	should	be	polite	all	 the	
time.	
	
17. What	are	some	ways	that	people	in	your	country	show	politeness	towards	others?		
	 (Refer	to	Q	5.)	
	
18. Do	 you	 think	 politeness	 is	 something	 natural	 (innate	 to	 humans)	 or	 is	 it	 learned	

behaviour?	
Politeness	 is	 a	 learned	 behavior.	 When	 children	 see	 other	 people	 polite,	 they	 also	
become	polite	by	nature.	

	
19. What	 are	 the	 differences	 between	 politeness	 and	 impoliteness?	 OR	 What	 are	 the	

differences	between	polite	behaviour	and	impolite	behaviour?		
Politeness	is	talking	softly	with	everyone;	politeness	is	sitting	with	the	elderly	and	giving	
them	company;	politeness	 is	helping	a	blind	man	cross	the	road;	politeness	 is	greeting	
others	with	a	happy	face;	politeness	is	in	small	good	gestures	that	make	others	happy.	
Impoliteness	 is	 thinking	 too	 high	 of	 oneself	 and	 not	 respecting	 the	 life	 or	 views	 of	
another	person.	And	impolite	person	is	generally	not	liked	by	anyone.	

	
20. How	do	you	(or,	how	do	people)	judge	what	is	polite	and	what	isn't	polite?	
	 	 (Refer	to	Q	19)	
	
21. Why	 do	 we	 show	 different	 levels	 of	 politeness	 to	 different	 people	 or	 in	 different	

situations?		
We	 show	 different	 levels	 of	 politeness	 to	 different	 people	 because	we	 have	 different	
feelings	for	them.	For	example,	if	we	don’t	like	somebody	we	can	just	greet	him	with	a	
smile	 to	show	politeness,	but	 if	we	 like	somebody,	we	will	greet	him	with	a	smile	and	
also	hug	and	kiss	the	person	to	show	our	politeness.	

	
22. What	 do	 you	 think	 are	 the	 differences	 between	 a	 polite	 person	 and	 a	 friendly	

person?	OR	Is	being	friendly	the	same	as	being	polite?	
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A	 friendly	person	 is	always	polite,	but	a	polite	person	may	not	always	be	 friendly.	 For	
example,	one	can	be	polite	to	complete	strangers	even	without	being	friends	with	them.	

	
23. Do	you	think	it's	possible	to	show	politeness	and	friendliness	at	the	same	time?	

Yes,	at	 times	 it	 is	possible	 to	show	social	politeness	and	friendliness	at	 the	same	time.		
For	 example,	 one	 may	 just	 help	 another	 person	 out	 of	 politeness,	 and	 then	 start	 a	
friendly	talk	with	him.	

	
24. Do	you	think	it's	possible	to	be	too	(=	overly,	excessively)	polite?	
	 It	is	possible	to	be	too	polite,	but	I	personally	think	it	would	look	very	artificial.	
	

Teaching	Children	about	Politeness	
	

25. How	can	parents	 teach	their	children	to	be	polite?	OR	How	do	parents	 in	your	country	
teach	their	children	to	be	polite?	
Parents	can	teach	their	children	to	be	polite,	by	setting	an	example	in	front	of	them.	If	
parents	are	polite,	children	automatically	learn	politeness.	

	
26. Can	you	think	of	any	examples	when	young	children	are	not	very	polite?	

Children	are	not	polite	when	they	go	to	the	park	and	don’t	offer	their	swing	to	the	other	
children	 when	 their	 turn	 comes.	 Children	 are	 not	 polite,	 when	 they	 make	 too	 much	
noise	and	disturb	people	of	the	neighborhood.	Children	are	not	polite	when	they	go	to	
somebody’s	house	and	mess	things	up.	

	
27. Do	you	think	there	is	a	certain	age	when	children	should	be	expected	to	be	polite?	

No,	I	don’t	think	so.	Children	should	be	taught	politeness	and	should	learn	to	be	polite	
from	a	very	young	age.	

	
28. In	 your	 opinion,	 how	 should	 (or,	 how	 can)	 parents	 correct	 their	 children	 when	 the	

children	are	impolite?	
When	 children	 are	 impolite,	 parents	 should	 ask	 them	 to	 say	 sorry.	 They	 should	 also	
apologize	to	the	other	person.	In	this	way	children	will	not	make	that	mistake	again.	

	
29. Do	young	children	learn	about	politeness	at	school?		

There	are	no	special	classes	on	politeness,	but	children	do	learn	politeness	by	observing	
their	teachers	and	other	students.	

Public	Awareness	of	Politeness	
	
30. Do	you	think	that	everyone	in	society	is	aware	of	what	is	and	isn't	polite	behaviour?	
	 More	people	are	aware	of	polite	and	impolite	behavior.		
	
31. Sometimes	there	are	occasions	when	the	government	(or	some	other	authority)	wants	

to	remind	people	about	being	polite.	Can	you	think	of	any	examples	of	that?	
Sometimes,	the	government	has	to	appeal	to	the	people	to	be	patient	and	polite.	This	
happens	especially	on	festivals,	when	people	drink	and	forget	what	it	is	right	or	wrong.	

	
32. What	methods	can	(or	does)	the	government	use	to	remind	people	about	some	aspect	

of	politeness?		
	 The	government	takes	the	help	of	media	such	as	TV	or	radio	to	aware	people.	
	

Truthfulness	and	Politeness	
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33. Do	you	always	tell	the	truth	to	people?		

No,	not	always!	Sometimes	a	white	lie	also	has	to	be	spoken.	For	example,	recently	my	
six-year-old	niece	drew	a	flower,	which	was	not	very	nice,	but	I	told	her	that	it	was	very	
beautiful	because	I	didn’t	want	to	hurt	her	feelings.	

	
34. Do	you	think	people	are	(or	should	be)	honest	all	the	time	when	they	speak	to	others?	

Yes,	people	should	be	honest	when	they	speak	to	each	other.	But	sometimes,	it	is	okay	
to	speak	a	white	lie,	if	the	situation	demands	it.	

	
35. Do	you	think	telling	 lies	 is	 impolite?	OR	Are	there	any	times	when	it	might	be	polite	to	

tell	a	lie?		
No,	not	always!	White	lies	are	not	impolite.	A	doctor	might	have	to	tell	his	patient	who	is	
at	a	 late	stage	of	cancer	that	he	will	get	well	very	soon,	even	 if	 it	 is	not	 the	truth.	We	
have	to	sometimes	to	use	white	lies	with	children	to	motivate	them.	

	
36. Which	do	you	think	is	better,	to	always	show	your	feelings	or	to	sometimes	conceal	your	

feelings?	 OR	Which	 do	 you	 think	 is	 better,	 to	 always	 show	 your	 real	 thoughts	 or	 to	
sometimes	conceal	your	thoughts?	
It	 is	 always	 better	 to	 be	 able	 to	 conceal	 ones	 feelings,	 especially	 if	 it	 would	 hurt	 the	
other	person	to	know	your	true	feelings.	

	
37. On	the	question	of	expressing	what	one	really	thinks	(or	feels),	do	you	think	males	and	

females	are	the	same?	
I	 think	 there	 are	 no	 gender	 differences,	 as	 far	 as	 hiding	 one’s	 feelings	 are	 concerned.	
Some	men	are	good	at	hiding	their	feelings,	and	some	women	are	capable	of	hiding	their	
feelings.	So	it	is	not	a	question	of	gender.	

	
38. When	 (or,	 in	what	 situations)	do	 you	 think	 it	 is	 acceptable	 to	express	what	one	 really	

thinks?	
	 When	some	important	discussion	or	debate	is	going	on,	you	have	to	be	clear	which	side	
you	are	on.	
	
39. Do	you	think	pretending	to	smile	is	polite?	

Yes,	at	 times	pretending	 to	smile	 is	polite,	especially	when	you	do	not	want	 the	other	
person	to	feel	hurt	by	knowing	that	you	are	sad.	
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31. An	event	in	the	history	of	your	country 
Describe	an	important	event	in	the	history	of	your	country.		

- What	event	it	was	
- When	it	occurred	
- How	you	know	about	this	event	
- And	explain	why	you	think	it	was	important.	

	
• Every	country	has	its	own	history.	
• India	too	has	a	rich	historical	background.	
• Here	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 an	 important	 event	 in	 the	 history	 of	my	 country,	

which	is	the	Swadeshi	Movement.	
• It	was	started	by	LokmanyaBalGangadharTilak,	the	father	of	the	nation	in	1905.	
• It	involved	boycotting	the	use	of	all	things	of	foreign	origin.	
• It	brought	out	a	sense	of	patriotism	among	the	people	of	India.	
• This	patriotism	was	very	much	needed	in	those	days.	
• Actually	the	Britishers	forced	the	Indians	to	buy	their	products.	
• The	whole	profits	went	into	their	pockets.	
• This	was	not	helping	the	economy	of	the	Indians.	
• If	people	bought	only	Indian	products	then	at	least	the	profits	would	remain	within	

India.	
• The	culture	of	India	was	also	taking	a	back	seat	because	of	the	use	of	foreign	goods.	
• Under	 the	 effect	 of	 this	 movement	 people	 burnt	 all	 foreign	 made	 products	 that	

were	there	in	their	homes.	
• This	definitely	disturbed	the	British	people.	
• During	 this	movement	 large	numbers	of	 schools	were	opened	 in	different	parts	of	

the	nation,	particularly	in	Bengal	
• Children	of	all	castes	could	study	in	these	schools.	
• These	schools	also	spread	Indian	culture	and	traditions.	
• Education	was	given	in	the	national	languages.	
• Many	 patriotic	 songs	were	 also	written	 in	 that	 time	 by	 RabindraNath	 Tagore	 and	

others.	
• I	came	to	know	about	this	event	from	my	history	book	of	10th	class.	
• It	was	the	first	chapter	of	the	book.	
• It	was	important	because	this	movement	and	many	other	such	small	steps	finally	led	

to	the	freedom	of	India	in	1947.	
	

Follow Up Questions 
	
1. Do	you	think	it	is	important	to	know	about	history?	OR	What	can	we	learn	from	history?	

Yes,	it	is	very	important	to	know	about	history.	History	tells	us	about	our	past.	It	teaches	
us	many	 things.	 Everything	 has	 its	 history.	We	 enjoy	 the	 freedom	we	 have	 today	 only	
because	we	 knew	 that	 once	we	were	 slaves.	History	 also	 teaches	 us	 not	 to	 repeat	 the	
mistakes	of	the	past.	We	learn	about	the	progress	we	have	made	through	history.	

	
2. How	can	people	get	reliable	historical	information?	

People	 can	 get	 reliable	 and	 historical	 information	 from	 books	 written	 by	 eminent	
historians,	 from	 museums,	 and	 from	 art	 galleries.	 Nowadays	 many	 reliable	 sites	 have	
information	about	history	on	the	Internet.	

	
3. How	do	you	think	famous	historical	figures	can	serve	as	models	for	young	people	today?	
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Famous	 historical	 figures	 can	 definitely	 serve	 as	 role	 models	 for	 the	 young	 people	 of	
today.	 For	 example,	 when	 the	 young	 people	 of	 my	 country	 learn	 about	 the	 sacrifices	
done	 by	 our	 great	martyrs,	 they	 are	 filled	with	 a	 sense	 of	 patriotism,	 and	want	 to	 do	
something	for	the	country	

	
4. Do	people	in	your	country	like	to	visit	museums?	

Yes,	people	in	my	country	like	to	visit	museums.	They	learn	a	lot	from	them.	The	modern	
interactive	 museums	 are	 more	 interesting	 for	 the	 young	 people	 and	 children.	 For	
example,	people	of	my	state	like	to	go	to	PushpaGujral	Science	City	museum	more	than	
the	other	museums	because	they	have	a	lot	to	do	and	see	over	there.		

	
5. Who	do	you	think	likes	to	go	to	museums	more	–	children	or	adults?	
	 Both,	 children	 and	 adults	 like	 to	 go	 to	 museums,	 but	 children	 enjoy	 those	 museums,	
which	are	interactive.	
	
6. Do	you	think	museums	should	be	free	of	cost	to	enter?	

No,	 I	 do	 not	 think	 museums	 should	 be	 free	 of	 cost.	 These	 museums	 require	 a	 lot	 of	
maintenance.	 So	 a	 minimum	 fee	 should	 be	 there.	 Moreover,	 people	 do	 not	 value	
something,	which	is	given	to	them	absolutely	free.	

	
7. Do	you	think	local	people	and	tourists	should	pay	the	same	amount	to	enter	a	museum?	

Yes,	 local	people	and	tourists	should	pay	the	same	amount	to	enter	museum.	If	tourists	
were	charged	more	 it	would	be	unfair.	Some	people	think	that	 local	people	are	already	
paying	for	the	upkeep	of	the	museums	through	taxes,	so	it	would	be	okay	if	tourists	were	
charged	more.	But	I	feel	that	tourists	are	helping	in	the	economy	in	many	other	ways,	so	
there	is	no	need	to	charge	them	more	for	museums	or	other	historical	sites.	

	
8. How	do	you	 think	 the	museums	of	 the	 future	might	be	different	 from	the	museums	of	

today?	
What	the	future	holds	 in	store,	no	one	can	tell,	but	as	far	as	 I	can	see,	the	museums	of	
the	future	would	be	more	interactive.	New	things	would	be	added	to	them	from	time	to	
time.	 Activities	 would	 be	 there	 to	 entertain	 the	 children	 and	 others.	 Audiovisual	 aids	
would	be	used	more.	

	
9. How	do	you	think	the	museums	of	the	future	might	portray	the	21st	century?	

Museums	of	the	future	might	portray	the	21st	Century	as	an	era	of	rapid	progress	in	the	
field	of	technology,	transport,	education	and	health.	
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32. An	important	equipment	
Equipment	you	use	at	home	

- How	you	got	it	(or,	who,	bought	it)?	
- What	you	use	it	for?	
- How	often	you	use	it?	
- And	explain	why	you	think	this	thing	is	useful?	

	
• There	 are	 many	 tools	 or	 equipment’s	 in	 my	 house	 and	 I	 use	 them	 for	 different	

purposes.		
• The	tool	I	would	like	to	talk	about	today	is	the	vacuum	cleaner	that	I	use	to	clean	the	

furniture,	carpet	and	other	places	in	my	house.		
• I	clean	my	house	1-2	times	a	week	and	mostly	on	days	off.		
• Cleaning	the	whole	house	and	the	furniture	is	very	time	consuming	and	difficult.		
• The	vacuum	cleaner	that	I	use	makes	it	easy	specially	cleaning	the	dust	on	carpet.	
• The	machine	or	equipment	is	very	handy	and	I	find	it	 important	to	keep	our	house	

neat	&	clean.		
• Our	house	is	just	beside	the	main	road	and	that	makes	it	more	prone	to	dust.		
• Before	purchasing	the	vacuum	cleaner,	it	was	very	tiresome	and	tough	to	task	for	us	

to	clean	the	house.		
• But	this	has	become	easier	after	we	started	using	this	tool.	
• The	vacuum	cleaner	is	electronic	equipment	that	requires	the	AC	current.		
• It	is	of	Eurocleancompany	and	is	blue	in	colour.	
• It	was	for	approximately	5,000	rupees	
• It	does	dry	as	well	as	wet	cleaning.	
• It	has	different	attachments	for	different	purposes.		
• It	has	a	very	nice	attachment,	which	goes	under	the	bed	also.	
• It	is	very	useful	for	removing	spider	webs	from	the	walls	and	ceiling.	
• After	plugging	it	in,	I	turn	on	the	power	switch	and	use	the	long	handle	that	sucks	all	

the	dust.		
• I	place	the	front	of	the	machine	towards	the	dust	and	it	gulps	the	dust	and	the	dust-

filled	bags	are	later	emptied	in	a	dustbin.		
• The	vacuum	cleaner	is	an	important	tool	for	me	as	it	does	an	important	task	of	our	

home.	
• I	 remember,	before	we	had	 the	vacuum	cleaner,	 keeping	 the	house	 spic	and	 span	

was	a	herculean	task.	
• My	mother	had	the	major	brunt	of	cleaning	work	and	she	often	suffered	backache	

because	of	bending	to	mop	the	floor.	
• Because	of	 the	vacuum	cleaner,	everyone	 takes	 turns	 to	 clean	 the	house	and	 that	

too	happily.		
	

Follow Up Questions 
	
1. How	do	you	think	modern	technology	has	changed	the	way	we	work	 (compared	to	 the	

past)?	
Modern	technology	has	revolutionised	the	world	of	work.	Today,	we	can	do	in	minutes,	
what	 earlier	 used	 to	 take	 days.	Maintaining	 ledger	 books	 has	 become	 a	 piece	 of	 cake.	
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Automated	machines	are	doing	repetitive	monotonous	work	and	humans	are	enjoying	a	
much	more	convenient	life.		

	
2. Do	you	 think	 that	operating	equipment	 at	work	 can	ever	have	 some	bad	effect	on	 the	

body?	
Yes.	Operating	equipment	can	have	bad	effect,	 if	 the	persons	are	not	trained	to	handle	
that	 equipment.	Accidents	 can	happen	and	people	 can	 lose	 their	 lives	 also	 if	machines	
malfunction.	

	
3. Do	 you	 think	 it's	 important	 for	 employees	 (in-industry)	 to	 be	 trained	 to	 use	 the	

equipment	at	work?	
	 Yes,	definitely.	Training	employees	is	very	essential.	Otherwise	it	can	be	very	hazardous.		
	
4. Do	you	agree	that	older	people	have	difficulties	in	using	(advanced)	modern	equipment?	

How	can	we	help	elderly	people	to	use	these	modern	devices?	
	 Older	 people	 are	 not	 so	 techno	 savvy.	 They	 find	 it	 difficult	 to	 learn	 the	 functioning	 of	
modern	gadgets.		
	
5. Are	there	any	disadvantages	of	using	modern	equipment	too	much	in	the	home?	

Yes,	there	are.	Young	people	are	so	engrossed	in	these	that	they	forget	that	they	should	
interact	 with	 other	 family	 members.	 People	 become	 so	 dependent	 on	 machines	 like	
dishwashers,	 washing	 machines	 and	 microwaves	 that	 all	 work	 comes	 to	 a	 standstill	 if	
these	things	do	not	work.		
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33. A	well	paid	job	
Describe	a	well-paid	job	you	can	think	of	

- Describe	why	it	is	well	paid		
- How	you	can	get	it	

	
• There	are	many	jobs	in	the	world	which	are	well	paid,	such	as	the	job	of	a	teacher,	a	

doctor,	a	nurse,	a	scientist,	a	politician	and	so	many	more.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	job,	which	is	very	well	paid	nowadays.	
• This	is	the	job	of	a	teacher.	
• Everyone	passes	through	the	hands	of	teachers	in	school	and	college	years.	
• Teachers	are	known	as	nation	builders.		
• People	 from	all	 the	professions,	 such	as	doctors	 and	nurses	 also	pass	 through	 the	

hands	of	a	teacher.	
• I	believe	that	teachers	have	the	power	to	make	the	world	a	better	place.	
• A	teacher	is	like	a	candle	that	burns	itself	and	shows	light	to	others.	
• Since	age-old	times,	teaching	has	been	considered	a	noble	profession.	
• In	ancient	India,	there	was	the	Gurukul	system.		
• Even	the	king’s	children	stayed	in	the	home	of	the	guru	or	the	teacher.	
• They	used	to	do	the	household	chores	of	the	guru	and	in	return	the	guru	imparted	

knowledge.	
• Teachers	improve	the	literacy	rate	of	a	country.	
• When	literacy	rate	is	high,	crime	and	violence	go	down.	
• A	 teacher	 requires	 good	 communication	 skills	 and	 depth	 of	 knowledge	 of	 his/her	

subject.	
• A	good	teacher	should	treat	all	students	equally.	
• Nowadays,	the	government	is	paying	teachers	handsomely.	
• This	is	to	lure	bright	students	to	join	this	profession.	
• A	bachelor’s	in	education	degree	is	required	to	be	a	teacher.		
• I	believe	in	enjoying	what	I	do	and	at	the	same	time	I	wish	to	do	quality	work.	
• These	children	are	our	future.	
• One	of	my	aunts	is	a	teacher.	
• She	is	earning	handsomely.	
• She	tells	me	that	she	enjoys	her	job	very	much.	
• I	have	seen	her	students	give	her	a	lot	of	respect	and	love.	
• One	day,	I	wish	I	too	become	as	successful	as	she	is	

[Note:	This	cue	card	can	also	be	adapted	for	“A	perfect	job	you	would	like	to	do”]	

	

Follow Up Questions 
	
1. Do	you	think	you	want	to	take	up	this	job?	

Yes,	I	would	definitely	like	to	take	up	this	job.	It	requires	great	commitment	but	it	is	also	
well	paid.		

	
2. Which	occupation	should	be	given	a	better	pay?		

Teachers,	 doctors,	 nurses,	 entertainers,	 people	 in	 the	 civil	 services,	 people	 in	 the	
defense,	those	working	in	fire	brigades,	should	all	be	given	better	pay.		

	
3. Is	being	rich	a	good	thing?	
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Yes,	being	rich	is	a	good	thing.	Rich	people	can	help	others.	They	can	also	satisfy/fulfill	all	
their	needs.	

	
4. Do	you	think	people	should	save	for	the	future?	

Yes,	people	should	save	for	the	future.	The	future	is	uncertain.	There	should	always	be	
some	saving	for	the	rainy	days.	

	
5. What	makes	a	person	choose	a	job	apart	from	the	pay	it	offers?	

Many	 factors	 help	 a	 person	 choose	 a	 job.	 The	 first	 is	 money,	 and	 the	 second	 is	 job	
satisfaction.	Then	there	are	chances	of	promotion.	Good	relations	with	the	employers,	
perks	and	bonuses.	
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34. A	book	you	would	like	to	read	again	
Describe	a	book	you	recently	read	that	you	would	like	to	read	again	

- What	book	it	was	
- What	the	book	was	about	
- Why	you	read	it	
- What	you	learned	from	this	book	
- And	explain	why	you	would	like	to	read	it	again	

	
• I	 have	 read	many	 books	 (OR	 I	 haven’t	 read	many	 books)	 but	 here	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	

about	the	Wings	of	Fire”	by	Dr.A.P.J.	Abdul	Kalam.	
• That	is	a	very	good	book.		
• My	friend	got	this	book	as	a	prize	when	she	participated	in	a	declamation	contest	
• It	is	Dr.Kalam’sautobiography.			
• It	was	first	published	in	1999.		
• This	book	became	popular	only	after	Dr.	Kalam	became	the	President	of	India.		
• He	was	sworn	in	as	the	president	of	India	on	25th	July	2002.		
• MrArunTiwari	helped	DrKalam	in	writing	the	book.		
• In	this	book	Dr.	Kalam	says	why	he	wrote	his	autobiography.		
• This	book	is	very	motivating.	
• From	this	book	I	came	to	know	all	about	the	life	and	achievements	of	DrA.P.J.AbdulKalam	
• DrKalam	was	born	in	a	very	poor	family	in	the	southern	parts	of	India	at	Rameshwaram.	
• The	reason	why	I	admire	him	is	that	his	 life	shows	how	&	ordinary	boy	from	a	deprived	

class	(poor	family)	could	reach	the	highest	level	of	the	nation.	
• He	became	not	only	the	best	rocket	engineer	but	also	the	first	citizen	of	the	nation.	
• It	 is	 true	 that	 he	 described	 his	 post	 as	 the	 President	 as	 a	 piece	 of	 luck,	 but	 his	

achievement	as	a	rocket	engineer	was	because	of	sheer	hard	work.	
• He	is	a	role	model	for	one	and	all.	
• The	success	of	DrKalam	depended	on	the	fact	that	he	was	willing	to	grow	daily.	
• He	learned	everything	that	come	to	him	and	was	always	looking	for	things	to	learn.	
• The	 real	 success	 of	 Dr.Kalam	 is	 in	 his	 application	 of	 the	 discipline,	what	 he	 learned,	 in	

other	fields	also.	
• That	is	why	he	could	contribute	to	the	making	of	the	artificial	limbs	of	lesser	weight.	
• In	him	we	 find	a	person	with	 insatiable	quest	 for	 knowledge	&	great	 love	 for	 suffering	

fellow	beings.	
• Unfortunately,	we	don’t	have	DrKalam	with	us	today,	but	he	will	 live	in	the	hearts	of	all	

Indians.	
• I	would	like	to	read	this	book	again,	because	it	is	a	very	motivating	book.	

	
	

Follow Ups	
	

1. Do	people	in	your	country	like	to	read	books?	
Yes,	 people	of	my	 country	 like	 to	 read	books.	 There	 are	bookshops	 in	most	 towns	and	
cities,	which	are	all	doing	good	business.	

	
2. What	kinds	of	books	are	most	popular	in	your	country?	

All	types	of	books	are	very	popular.	India	is	a	diverse	country.	People	have	diverse	tastes	
in	everything,	including	reading.	

	
3. Do	you	think	reading	is	important?	
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	 Yes,	reading	is	very	important.	It	develops	imagination	and	also	develops	language	skills.	
	
4. Do	you	think	electronic	books	will	eventually	replace	paper	books?	
	 Not	completely,	but	to	a	large	extent	yes.	E-books	have	a	lot	of	advantages	
	

Benefits	of	e-books	over	traditional	books	
	

Easy	 to	 carry	 while	 traveling	 –	 eBooks	 allow	 you	 to	 bring	 a	 whole	 library	 with	 you	
wherever	you	go.	You	can	switch	between	titles	with	ease	and	the	weight	is	lighter	than	a	
standard	paperback.	

	
Need	less	storage	space	-	Those	who	own	a	lot	of	books	know	how	much	space	they	can	
take	up,	but	with	 a	 reader,	 your	bookshelf	 is	 located	on	a	 small	 handheld	device,	 your	
computer	or	on	both.		

	
Less	costly	-	eBooks	are	often	cheaper	in	the	long	run	because	there	are	no	printing	fees	
associated	with	 them.	 In	 fact,	 you	 can	 often	 find	 free	 eBooks	 online,	whereas	 physical	
books	 almost	 always	 cost	 you	 something.	 However,	 you	 have	 to	 spend	 one	 time	 on	 a	
reader,	such	as	a	kindle	or	any	other	tablet.	

	
Immediate	purchase	-	When	you	buy	an	eBook,	your	reward	is	instantaneous.	Whereas	if	
you	order	a	book	online	you	have	to	wait	for	it	to	arrive	before	the	fun	begins.	

	
You	can	do	 font	adjustments.	With	an	eBook,	 you	can	 instantly	 change	 the	darkness	of	
the	lettering	or	the	size	of	your	font.		

	
You	 can	do	night	 reading.	If	 you	 read	 in	bed,	 an	eBook	may	be	a	good	option	as	many	
readers	come	with	built-in	reading	lights.		

	
5. Some	people	like	to	collect	books.	Why	do	you	think	they	do	this?	
	 They	do	so	because	 they	 love	books.	They	 treat	books	as	collectibles,	and	are	proud	of	
their	collection.	
	
6. Is	compulsory	reading	(in	school)	is	a	good	idea?	

Yes,	 definitely.	 In	 order	 for	 students	 to	 achieve	 in	 math,	 science,	 English,	 history,	
geography,	and	other	subjects,	reading	skills	must	be	developed	to	the	point	that	most	of	
them	are	automatic.	Students	cannot	struggle	with	word	 recognition	when	 they	should	
be	reading	quickly	for	comprehension	of	a	text.	But	the	ability	to	read	and	write	develops	
with	careful	planning	and	instruction.	Children	need	regular	and	active	interactions	with	
print.		

	
a.	Reading	Is	a	Good	Workout	
Just	 like	 muscles,	 the	 brain	 benefits	 from	 a	 good	 workout.	 And	 reading	 is	 more	
demanding	than	watching	TV	or	listening	to	the	radio.		
	
b.	Reading	Builds	Vocabulary	
While	 reading	books,	especially	challenging	ones,	you	will	 find	yourself	exposed	to	
many	new	words	you	wouldn’t	be	otherwise.	
	
c.	Reading	Helps	Self	Esteem	
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Another	 one	 of	 the	 key	 reading	 benefits	 is	 that	 the	 more	 you	 read,	 the	 more	
knowledgeable	you	become.	With	more	knowledge	comes	more	confidence.	More	
confidence	builds	self-esteem.	So	it’s	a	chain	reaction.		
	
d.	Reading	Improves	Creativity	
Reading	 exposes	 you	 to	 new	 ideas	 and	 more	 information	 helps	 to	 develop	 the	
creative	side	of	the	brain.		

	
7. What	books	do	children	read	and	what	do	adults	read?	

Children	read	fantasy,	fiction	and	books	on	supernatural	characters	like	Barbie,	Superman	
and	Shaktiman.	Adults	read	biographies,	fiction	and	religious	and	spiritual	books.	

	
8. Why	men	and	women	prefer	different	books?	
	 This	is	because	they	have	different	tastes.		
	
9. Why	some	books	become	internationally	popular?	
	 This	is	perhaps	because	these	receive	a	lot	of	publicity.		
	
10. What	 type	 of	 books	 children	 read	 nowadays?	 What	 type	 of	 books	 did	 children	 like	

reading	in	the	past	and	what	do	you	think	they	will	read	in	the	future?	
Nowadays,	 generally	 speaking,	 the	 reading	 habit	 of	 the	 children	 is	 on	 the	 decline.	
Whatever	books	they	read	are	based	on	fantasy,	fiction	and	supernatural	characters	like	
Barbie,	superman	and	Shaktiman.	

	 50	years	ago	–	Children	read	a	lot.	They	read	moral	and	spiritual	books.	They	read	animal	
stories.	
	 After	50	years	–	I	do	not	think	they	will	do	any	reading.	All	the	time	will	be	spent	in	front	
of	computers.	
	
11. Do	you	think	children	have	lost	their	interest	in	stories?	

No,	 I	 don’t	 think	 that	 children	 have	 lost	 their	 interest	 in	 stories.	However,	 the	 stories	
they	read	today	are	very	different	from	those	in	the	past.	

	
12. Can	storybooks	be	an	ideal	gift	for	children?	

Yes,	 definitely!	 Storybooks	 can	 be	 an	 ideal	 gift	 for	 children.	 They	 can	 help	 the	 child	
imagine	 the	 characters	 in	 the	 mind,	 which	 is	 the	 first	 step	 to	 creativity.	 Another	
important	 benefit	 is	 that	 we	 can	 impart	 the	 knowledge	 of	 culture,	 tradition,	 moral	
values	 and	 religion	 in	 the	 mind	 of	 the	 child.	 This	 forms	 the	 basis	 of	 the	 child’s	
personality.	 Finally,	 storybooks	 enhance	 the	 curiosity	 of	 the	 child	 and	 enhance	 their	
mental	growth.	

	
13. What	can	be	done	to	encourage	the	habit	of	reading	among	children?	

A	 lot	 can	 be	 done	 to	 encourage	 the	 habit	 of	 reading	 among	 children.	 The	 first	 and	
foremost	step	would	be	to	make	books	available.	There	should	be	good	libraries	in	the	
schools	as	well	as	 in	neighbourhoods.	Story	 telling	competitions	could	be	organised.	 If	
children	 have	 to	 take	 part	 in	 these	 competitions,	 then	 naturally,	 they	 would	 be	
encouraged	 to	 read	 books.	 Finally,	 books	 could	 be	 made	 more	 interesting	 by	 adding	
graphics.		

	
14. How	does	reading	help	a	child?	

Reading	helps	to	improve	concentration.	It	also	helps	to	improve	general	knowledge.	It	
also	improves	the	language	skills	and	satisfies	the	curiosity	of	children	on	various	things.		
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15. What	sort	of	books	can	be	suggested	to	children	to	read?	

Children	should	be	encouraged	to	read	religious	and	historical	books.	They	should	also	
read	 biographies	 and	 autobiographies	 of	 famous	 people	 so	 that	 they	 get	 motivation	
from	them.	They	should	also	be	encouraged	to	read	books	on	science	and	technology.	
However,	these	books	should	be	made	very	interesting	by	adding	pictures.		

	
16. How	much	should	a	child	read	every	day?	

A	child	should	read	half	to	one	hour	daily.	I	think	that	would	be	enough	considering	that	
they	have	to	go	to	school	and	do	their	homework	as	well.		

	
17. What	 is	 the	 difference	 between	 the	 books	 sold	 in	 the	 past	 and	 the	 books	 sold	

nowadays?	
In	the	past,	books	related	to	culture,	tradition,	religion	and	history	were	sold.	Nowadays,	
books	 are	 mostly	 based	 on	 fiction	 and	 fantasy.	 E-books	 have	 become	 very	 popular	
nowadays	as	compared	to	the	printed	books.		
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35. Describe	a	time	you	needed	to	use	imagination	
You	should	say:	

- What	the	situation	was;	
- Why	you	needed	to	use	imagination;	
- What	the	difficulties	were;	
- And	explain	how	you	felt	about	it.	

	
• We	all	use	imagination	in	our	day-to-day	lives.		
• Imagination	is	a	wonderful	thing	
• When	we	read	a	book	or	hear	a	story,	we	imagine	the	characters.	
• We	also	imagine	the	situation	in	our	minds.	
• In	happy	times	we	imagine	good	things.	
• In	sad	times,	all	negative	thoughts	come	in	our	minds.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	situation	when	I	used	my	imagination.	
• Once	I	took	part	in	a	painting	competition	in	my	hometown.	
• I	 was	 in	 10th	 class,	 and	 I	 represented	 my	 school	 in	 this	 competition,	 which	 was	

organised	by	a	local	NGO,	the	J.C.	club.	
• We	had	to	use	our	imagination	to	draw	and	paint	a	picture	on	the	theme	of	–	Drug	

addiction.	
• At	first	I	went	blank	and	I	couldn’t	think	of	what	to	draw.	
• Then	I	remembered	a	movie	I	had	watched	recently	about	the	drug	addiction	issue.		
• I	 remembered	 from	the	movie	 that	 if	we	 take	addicting	drugs,	our	bodies	become	

lifeless	and	our	lives	become	meaningless.		
• I	 used	my	 imagination	and	drew	 two	 skeletons	–	one	 smoking	a	 cigarette	and	 the	

other	injecting	itself	with	a	drug.		
• I	wanted	to	convey	the	message	that	narcotic	drugs	can	turn	us	into	skeletons	and	

our	end	is	near.	
• I	was	overjoyed	when	my	name	was	called	out	as	the	first	prize	winner.	
• All	my	friends	and	teachers	who	were	there	congratulated	me.			
• Our	 principal	 announced	 my	 name	 in	 the	 morning	 assembly	 the	 next	 day	 and	

everyone	clapped	for	me.	
• I	was	on	cloud	nine.		

	

Follow Up Questions 
	
1. Why	do	most	children	have	a	wild	imagination?	

Most	children	have	a	wild	imagination	because	they	hear	stories,	which	their	parents	or	
grandparents	 read	 out	 to	 them.	 They	 also	 read	 storybooks.	 This	 stimulates	 their	
imagination	centre	of	 the	brain.	They	are	not	yet	aware	of	 the	realities	of	 life.	So,	 their	
imagination	runs	wild.		

	
2. What	kind	of	books	can	boost	people’s	imagination?	

All	sorts	of	books	can	boost	people’s	imagination.	When	we	read	books,	we	imagine	the	
characters	 in	 our	mind.	 So,	 all	 types	 of	 books	 force	 us	 to	 imagine	 the	 scenario	 or	 the	
characters.	This	is	the	main	difference	between	reading	a	book	and	watching	TV.	Reading	
is	an	active	activity,	where	as	watching	TV	is	a	passive	activity.		

	
3. Do	you	like	to	watch	movies	about	the	future?	
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Yes,	I	do.	Watching	such	movies	is	fun.	Someone	has	used	his	imagination	to	envisage	the	
future.	It	also	makes	us	think	what	can	happen	in	the	future.	Just	as	yesterday’s	fiction	is	
today’s	reality,	who	knows,	today’s	fiction	may	become	tomorrow’s	reality.		

	
4. What	can	schools	do	for	student’s	creativity?	

Schools	 can	 have	 art	 classes.	 These	 bring	 out	 children’s	 creativity.	 They	 can	 also	 hold	
story	 telling	 competitions.	 When	 children	 tell	 stories,	 they	 use	 imagination,	 and	 this	
boosts	creativity.	
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36. Describe	a	holiday	you	want	to	go	on	in	the	future	
You	should	say:	

- Where	you	want	to	go	
- When	you	would	like	to	go	
- What	you	can	do	for	the	holiday	
- Who	you	would	like	to	go	with	
- And	explain	why	you	want	to	have	this	holiday	

	
• Holidays	can	be	relaxing	holidays	in	which	a	person	just	goes	to	some	different	place	

and	lazes	around	to	relieve	his	stress.	
• Holidays	can	also	be	hectic	 in	which	the	whole	aim	is	to	do	as	much	sightseeing	as	

possible.	
• So	for	people	who	otherwise	have	physically	active	lives,	a	relaxing	holiday	would	be	

perfect.	
• But	for	all	others	the	hectic	holiday	would	be	ideal.	
• I	prefer	to	see	new	places	and	meet	new	people.		
• So,	for	me	a	perfect	holiday	would	be	full	of	life.	
• I	would	like	to	go	to	Jaipur	with	my	family.	
• We	would	go	by	train.	
• We	would	go	through	Pack	Travels	tour	operators..	
• They	have	very	reasonable	packages	for	anywhere	within	India.		
• We	would	stay	there	for	a	week	and	see	a	lot	of	places.	
• There	are	a	lot	of	forts	and	palaces	in	Jaipur.	
• We	will	see	the	HawaMahal,	JantarMantar,	City	Palace,	Maharani	Palace	and	Amer	

fort.	
• We	would	also	do	a	lot	of	shopping	there.	
• I	 have	 heard	 that	 every	 December	 there	 is	 a	 handicraft	 fair	 there	 which	 has	

handicrafts	from	different	areas	of	Rajasthan.	
• I	would	buy	some	handicrafts	from	there.	
• I	would	buy	some	souvenirs	for	my	friends.	
• There	 is	also	a	ChokhiDhani	place	 there	 just	 like	Haveli	where	many	artists	display	

the	culture	and	tradition	of	Rajasthan.		
• The	entry	ticket	includes	the	traditional	Rajasthani	meal.		
• I	would	enjoy	that	also.	
• It	would	be	a	perfect	holiday	for	me.	
• Holidays	break	the	monotony	of	day-to-day	life	
• They	bring	mental	and	physical	relaxation.	
• They	help	us	to	recharge	our	batteries	and	come	back	to	work	with	added	energy.	

	
	

Follow Up Questions 
	

1. Do	you	like	short	holidays	or	long	holidays?	
Normally,	 I	 like	 short	 holidays,	 because	 it	 gives	me	 a	 break	 after	 a	 few	 days	 of	 heavy	
work.	But	once	in	a	while,	a	long	holiday	is	also	welcome.	

	
2. Do	you	think	modern	lifestyles	give	people	enough	time	for	leisure?	

	Modern	lifestyle	 is	very	busy.	Everyone	is	 in	the	rat	race	of	earning	more	and	more.	So	
people	have	to	specially	take	out	time	for	leisure.		
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3. What’s	the	most	popular	tourist	attraction	in	India?	

India	 is	 full	 of	 tourist	 attractions.	 It	 is	 difficult	 to	 pinpoint	 one	main	 tourist	 attraction.	
However,	I	believe	the	TajMahal	is	one	of	the	most	popular	tourist	attractions	in	India.	

	
4. Whatis	the	most	important	factor	for	a	tourist	attraction?	

The	most	 important	 factor	 for	 the	 tourist	 attraction	 is	 that	 either	 it	 should	 have	 some	
historical	significance,	or	it	should	be	a	natural	wonder.	

	
5. Do	you	think	we	should	have	more	public	holidays?	

No,	 I	 do	 not	 think	 that	 in	 India	 we	 should	 have	 more	 public	 holidays.	 India	 is	 a	
multicultural	 and	 multi-religious	 society.	 We	 already	 have	 many	 festivals	 and	 national	
holidays	
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37. Describe	a	kind	of	foreign	food	you	have	had	
You	should	say:	

- When	you	had	it	
- Where	you	ate	it	
- What	it	was	
- And	how	you	felt	about	it	

	
(Please	 check	 the	 pronunciation	 of	 pizza	 –	 peetza	 -	 Wrong	 pronunciation	 would	 be	 a	

markdown)	

• Normally	I	eat	traditional	Punjabi	food,	but	I	love	Chinese	noodles	and	Italian	pizza.	
• I	have	had	Chinese	food	many	times	and	also	the	pizza.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	time	when	I	ate	the	pizza	for	the	first	time.	
• I	 vividly	 remember	 I	was	 in	 tenth	class,	and	during	my	summer	vacation	 I	went	 to	

stay	with	my	cousin	in	Chandigarh.	
• It	was	his	birthday,	and	he	threw	a	pizza	party	for	his	friends.	
• His	mother,	that	is	my	aunt	is	an	excellent	cook.	
• I	was	awed	by	her	culinary	skills.	
• He	had	invited	six	friends.	
• First	we	went	 to	 the	market	 and	 bought	 20	 Pizza	 base,	 Pizza	 cheese,	 Pizza	 sauce,	

capsicums,	onions,	carrots,	mushrooms	and	mayonnaise.	
• We	also	bought	seasonings,	such	as	chili	flakes,	basil,	oregano	and	so	on.	
• That	 day	 I	 enjoyed	 learning	 how	 to	 make	 the	 pizza.	 	 I	 helped	 in	 chopping	 the	

vegetables	and	grating	the	Pizza	cheese.	
• Then	 we	 went	 to	 get	 ready,	 and	 by	 the	 time	 we	 got	 back,	 my	 aunt	 had	 started	

making	the	pizzas	in	the	oven.	
• His	friends	started	pouring	in,	and	we	all	started	eating	the	pizzas.	
• The	pizza	base	was	very	crisp	and	yet	the	pizza	was	melting	in	my	mouth.	
• Honestly,	when	my	cousin	bought	20	pizza	base,	I	thought	he	was	mad.	Who	would	

eat	so	many	pizzas?	
• I	thought	we	would	have	to	eat	the	leftover	pizzas	in	the	morning.	
• But	when	I	took	the	first	bite,	I	realized	how	wrong	I	was.	
• In	no	time,	all	the	pizzas	were	finished.		
• Now,	the	Domino’s	pizza	outlet	has	opened	in	my	hometown	and	I	have	tried	their	

pizzas	a	couple	of	times,	but	no	one	can	beat	my	aunt’s	pizzas.	
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Follow Up Questions 
	
1. Do	you	like	to	try	new	food?	

Yes,	I	 like	to	try	new	food,	because	by	trying	new	foods	I	come	to	know	about	different	
cuisines.	When	I	eat	Chinese	food,	it	makes	me	want	to	know	about	their	culture.	I	am	a	
food	lover	and	I	enjoy	different	dishes.		

	
2. What	kinds	of	foreign	foods	are	popular	in	your	country?	

Chinese	food	like	the	Manchurian,	cheese	chilly,	chop	suey	is	very	popular.	Italian	pizza	is	
also	very	popular.	Mexican	burrito	wraps	are	very	similar	to	Indian	chapatis.	

	
3. Do	you	like	to	cook	at	home?	

Yes,	I	like	to	cook	at	home.	I	like	trying	new	dishes	everyday.	I	have	learnt	a	lot	of	Indian	
cooking	from	my	mother.	She	has	excellent	culinary	skills.		

	
4. Is	it	expensive	to	eat	out	in	your	country?	

It	depends	on	where	you	go	out	 to	eat.	 If	 it	 is	 a	 roadside	dhaba,	 it	 can	be	afforded	by	
most,	 but	 expensive	 restaurants	 are	 also	 there,	 where	 one	 cannot	 afford	 to	 eat	 very	
often.		

	
5. What's	the	difference	between	Indian	food	and	western	food?	

Indian	food	is	spicier	than	western	food.	It	is	cooked	in	oil	or	ghee,	which	makes	it	heavier	
calorie	 wise.	 It	 is	more	 diverse.	 North	 Indian	 cuisine	 is	 poles	 apart	 from	 South	 Indian.	
Western	food	does	not	have	so	much	diversity.	
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38. Describe	a	time	you	had	good	experience	in	the	
countryside	

You	should	say:	
- Where	you	went	
- What	you	did	
- When	you	did	it	
- Who	you	went	with	
- And	explain	why	it	was	enjoyable?	

	
• I	belong	to	Phagwara.	
• It	is	a	small	town,	and	there	are	many	villages	near	my	hometown.	
• My	maternal	uncle	and	aunt	have	a	farmhouse	in	a	village	near	my	hometown.	
• Their	farmhouse	is	in	the	centre	of	lush	green	farms.	
• Last	year,	they	invited	us	over	to	stay	with	them	for	a	few	days.	
• Their	 farmhouse	 is	 very	 well	 maintained,	 as	 they	 have	 given	 a	 portion	 of	 it	 to	 a	

family	who	stays	there	and	looks	after	it.	
• They	have	maintained	a	very	good	kitchen	garden,	and	I	remember,	the	whole	week	

we	enjoyed	fresh	veggies	from	the	garden.	
• They	 had	 grown	 aubergines,	 okra,	 bottle	 gourd,	 broccoli,	 cauliflower,	 mint,	

coriander	and	green	chilly.	
• My	 uncle	 has	 retired	 from	 the	 agriculture	 department,	 and	 he	 knows	 a	 lot	 about	

organic	farming.	
• He	never	sprays	any	insecticides	and	pesticides	and	even	prepares	compost	at	home	

from	the	kitchen	waste.	
• Those	vegetables	tasted	different.	
• What	we	eat	 in	the	cities	has	so	much	spray	of	 insecticides	and	pesticides	that	the	

taste	of	veggies	is	different.		
• It	was	so	much	fun.	
• They	have	4	dogs,	two	Pugs	and	two	German	Shepherds.	
• Every	morning,	we	used	to	go	for	long	walks	in	the	fields,	and	the	four	dogs	would	

walk	by	our	sides	without	their	leashes.	
• In	the	cities,	you	always	have	to	leash	your	dog	while	going	for	a	walk.	
• After	the	walk,	we	would	all	eat	delicious	parathas	with	butter	made	by	my	aunt.	
• We	played	badminton	in	their	courtyard,	and	sometimes	we	also	played	Frisbee.	
• The	air	also	seemed	fresh	and	pollution	free.	
• The	atmosphere	was	so	calm	and	quiet.	There	was	also	no	noise	pollution.	
• They	have	such	a	peaceful	life,	with	absolutely	no	hurry	and	worry.	
• I	look	forward	to	going	and	staying	with	them	again	this	summer.	

	
	

Follow Up Questions	
	
1. Do	young	people	enjoy	living	in	the	countryside?	

No,	most	 young	 people	 don’t	 enjoy	 living	 in	 the	 countryside.	 Actually	 there	 are	 fewer	
facilities	in	the	countryside.	The	entertainment	facilities	are	also	few	in	the	countryside.	

	
2. Do	old	people	prefer	to	live	in	the	countryside	or	in	the	city?	
	 Old	people	prefer	to	live	in	the	countryside,	because	they	like	the	fresh	air	and	the	slow	
life	of	the	villages.	
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3. Why	do	many	people	move	from	small	towns	to	big	cities?	

Many	 people	move	 from	 small	 towns	 to	 big	 cities	 in	 such	 a	 better	 career	 options	 and	
better	facilities	for	their	children.	

	
4. What’	s	the	difference	between	living	in	the	countryside	and	living	in	the	city?	
	 (Refer	to	follow	ups	of	cue	card	23	–	Differences	between	rural	and	urban	life.)	
	
5. How	has	life	changed	in	the	countryside	in	your	country?	
	 Life	has	changed	a	lot	in	the	countryside.	That	is	better	connectivity	with	the		cities.	 The	

villages,	 which	 are	 near	 the	 cities,	 have	 developed	 a	 lot,	 whereas	 those,	 which	 are	 in	
remote	areas,	are	still	neglected.	
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39. An	interesting	neighbour	
Describe	an	interesting	neighbour	of	yours.	

- How	long	you	have	known	this	neighbour	
- What	sort	of	person	he/she	is	
- How	often	you	see	him/her					
- And	 explain	what	 kind	 of	 relationship	 you	 have	with	 him/her	OR	 explain	why	 you	

consider	this	person	to	be	an	interesting	neighbour	
	

• Neighbours	are	just	like	family	in	today’s	era	of	nuclear	families.	
• I	 have	many	 neighbours	 and	 I	 am	 very	 fortunate	 that	 all	my	 neighbours	 are	 very	

good.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	my	next-door	neighbour,	Mr.	Joginder	Singh.	
• I	call	him	Jogi	uncle.	
• I	find	him	very	interesting	because	one	can	never	feel	bored	in	his	company.	
• He	has	so	many	interesting	stories	to	tell.	
• I	 have	 known	 him	 for	 the	 past	 ten	 years	 as	 he	 moved	 into	 our	 neighbourhood	

tenyears	ago.	
• I	see	him	every	day	because	I	go	with	him	for	morning	walk	daily.	
• He	is	in	his	eighties.	
• He	is	not	very	tall	but	looks	very	good.	
• Even	at	this	age	he	looks	very	hale	and	hearty.	
• He	generally	likes	to	wear	Kurta	pajama.	
• I	believe	he	is	a	good	neighbour	because	he	is	always	there	whenever	anyone	needs	

him.	
• He	also	helped	me	a	lot	in	my	studies.	
• He	treats	me	like	his	grandchild.	
• Even	though	he	taught	history	at	college,	he	helped	me	in	all	subjects	till	my	tenth	

class.		
• He	is	very	helpful	to	all	people	in	the	neighbourhood.	
• Whenever	anyone	comes	to	him	for	help,	he	is	always	willing	to	help.	
• He	is	a	retired	history	teacher.	
• He	reads	a	lot	and	seems	to	know	something	about	everything.	
• During	our	morning	walk	he	tells	me	many	stories	about	his	life.	
• He	is	a	self	made	man.	
• He	told	me	how	he	started	from	scratch	after	the	partition	and	worked	very	hard	to	

make	a	living.	
• He	has	two	sons	who	live	in	the	States	but	he	prefers	to	lead	a	simple	life	in	his	own	

home	here.	
• I	love	listening	to	his	stories.	
• He	also	has	a	great	sense	of	humour.	
• He	can	lighten	up	any	tense	situation	by	cracking	jokes.	
• He	has	a	magnanimous	personality.	
• He	donates	his	entire	pension	for	charity.	
• He	believes	in	simple	living	and	high	thinking.	
• So,	Joginder	Singh	is	the	person	I	like	talking	to	the	most.	

	

Follow Up Questions  
	

Neighbours,	Friends	and	Community	
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1. Do	you	think	(good)	neighbours	are	important?	(Why?	How?	Why	not?	

Good	neighbors	 are	 important	 because	 they	 are	 our	 family	 apart	 from	our	 real	 family.		
When	we	are	alone,	and	we	need	somebody	then	neighbors	are	the	first	people	who	can	
give	us	company.	When	we	are	sick	and	need	to	go	to	the	hospital,	the	neighbors	are	the	
first	 people	 who	 can	 help.	 When	 we	 have	 guests	 and	 need	 a	 helping	 hand,	 then	
neighbors	are	the	first	people	who	come	to	our	rescue	
	

2. What	 are	 the	 qualities	 of	 a	 good	 neighbour?	 (What	 qualities	 would	 you	 like	 your	
neighbours	to	have?)	
Good	neighbors	should	have	many	qualities.	They	should	be	cooperative.	They	should	be	
helpful.	Good	neighbors	should	respect	boundaries,	which	means	that	they	should	know	
when	they	are	being	helpful,	and	when	they	are	interfering.	

	
3. Do	most	Indian	people	know	their	neighbours?		

In	smaller	towns	and	cities,	and	in	villages	most	people	know	their	neighbors,	but	in	big	
cities	 and	 in	metropolis,	 people	 are	 leading	 self-centered	 lives	 and	 do	 not	 know	 their	
neighbors.	 In	 small	 towns	 and	 cities	 life	 is	 slower,	 and	 so	 people	 have	 time	 for	 their	
neighbors,	where	 as	 in	 big	 cities,	 life	 is	 fast	 and	 so	 people	 do	 not	 have	 time	 for	 their	
neighbors.	

	
4. Now	 that	most	 people	watch	 a	 lot	 of	 TV,	 how	 do	 you	 think	 this	 has	 affected	 people’s	

relationships	with	their	neighbours?		
Yes,	 too	many	 channels	 and	24	hours	 TV,	has	 certainly	 affected	people’s	 relationships	
with	 their	 neighbors.	 Earlier,	 people	 had	 time	 to	 come	out	 of	 their	 homes	 and	 spend	
time	with	neighbors,	but	today	everybody’s	busy	watching	their	favorite	TV	program,	so	
we	can	say	that	TV	has	taken	away	neighborhood	time.	

	
5. How	should	(or,	how	can)	modern	people	communicate	with	their	neighbours?	

People	 themselves	 have	 to	 realize	 that	 good	 relations	 with	 neighbors	 are	 very	
important.	Neighborhood	parks	should	be	well	maintained,	so	that	people	can	come	out	
with	 the	 children	 and	 socialize	with	 each	other.	 Potluck	 lunches	 and	dinners	 could	be	
organized	among	neighbors.	Important	festivals	could	be	celebrated	together.	

	
6. What	are	some	of	the	qualities	of	a	good	community?	

A	 good	 community	should	 care	 for	 each	 other.	 All	 people	 in	 the	 community	 should	
cooperate	with	 each	 other.	 This	 should	 help	 each	 other	 in	 times	 of	 emergency.	 They	
should	 all	 keep	 the	 environment	 clean.	 They	 should	 have	 frequent	 get-togethers,	 and	
celebrate	 festivals	 together.	 If	 all	 people	 of	 the	 community	 know	 each	 other,	 then	
miscreants	could	be	spotted	easily	and	everybody	would	feel	safe	and	secure.	

	
7. In	India,	are	there	any	facilities	for	improving	relations	between	neighbours?	

Yes,	 the	government	authorities	such	as,	PUDA,	Punjab	Urban	Development	Authority,	
has	 provided	 well-maintained	 parks	 at	 regular	 intervals	 so	 that	 people	 can	 socialize.	
Such	facilities	have	been	provided	by	all	states.	Even	the	private	housing	societies,	which	
make	and	sell	apartments,	have	some	combined	facilities	for	all	people	in	that	society	to	
use.	

	
8. Do	 you	 think	 it’s	 important	 to	 teach	 children	 how	 to	 have	 good	 relations	 with	

neighbours?	(Why?)	
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Yes,	 it	 is	 very	 important	 to	 teach	children	how	 to	have	good	 relations	with	neighbors.	
Neighbors	 are	 very	 important	 for	 everyone.	 If	we	will	 not	 teach	our	 children	 today	 to	
have	good	relations	with	neighbors,	 they	will	not	carry	on	this	 tradition	 forward	and	a	
day	will	come	when	everyone	will	be	leading	very	isolated	and	secluded	lives.		

	
9. What	is	the	best	kind	of	neighbour	for	a	child	to	have?	

Children	need	neighbors	who	are	friendly	with	them,	who	have	a	good	sense	of	humor,	
and	 who	 can	 tolerate	 their	 naughty	 pranks	 without	 getting	 mad	 at	 them.	 Good	
neighbors	should	also	be	good	role	models.	For	example,	they	should	not	smoke	or	drink	
or	abuse	others	in	front	of	children.	

	
10. Is	 it	 important	for	children	to	grow	up	in	a	good	neighbourhood?	(Why?	=	How	does	a	

good	neighbourhood	affect	children?	/Why	not?)		
It	is	very	important	for	children	to	grow	up	in	a	good	neighborhood.	If	all	people	of	the	
neighborhood	 are	 nice	 and	 friendly,	 then	 children	will	 also	 become	 like	 them.	On	 the	
other	hand,	children	cannot	blossom	nicely	in	an	unfriendly	neighborhood	

	
11. How	 do	 people	 of	 neighbourhood	 become	 friends?	 (or,	 How	 can	 neighbours	 become	

friends?)	
Neighbors	can	become	friends	by	meeting	each	other	regularly.	They	can	go	for	morning	
and	evening	walks	together.	They	can	have	potluck	lunches	and	dinners	on	weekends.	

	
12. Are	there	any	organizations	to	help	people	(neighbours)	become	friends?	

As	such	there	are	no	organizations,	but	in	some	places	people	have	themselves	stepped	
forward	and	made	neighborhood	committees.	

	
13. What	are	some	of	the	reasons	why	it's	not	always	easy	to	make	new	friends?	

There	 are	 many	 reasons	 why	 people	 find	 it	 difficult	 to	 make	 new	 friends.	 The	 main	
reason	 is	 that	 today	 life	 has	become	very	hectic.	Nobody	 seems	 to	have	 time.	 People	
have	 become	 workaholics,	 in	 a	 quest	 to	 earn	 more	 and	 more.	 Digital	 relations	 have	
grown,	but	 face-to-face	relations	have	come	down.	People	also	 find	 it	difficult	 to	 trust	
the	other	person.	

	
Government	

	
14. Compare	 the	differences	 between	 local	 and	national	 government	 in	 India,	 in	 terms	of	

how	they	are	managed.	
Local	 governments	 look	 after	 the	 state	 affairs,	whereas	 the	 central	 government	 looks	
after	the	affairs	of	the	whole	country.	

	
15. What	 should	 be	 the	 responsibilities	 of	local	 government	 and	 what	 should	 be	 the	

responsibilities	of	national	government?	
Local	 government	 is	 responsible	 for	 developing	 the	 infrastructure	 of	 the	 state.	 It	 is	
responsible	 for	maintaining	 law	 and	 order	 in	 the	 state.	 It	 is	 responsible	 for	 providing	
good	 education	 and	 health	 facilities	 to	 people	 of	 that	 state.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 the	
central	 government	 has	 to	 look	 into	 the	 defense	 of	 the	 country.	 It	 has	 to	 look	 into	
foreign	affairs.	It	has	to	look	into	the	economy	of	the	country.	It	has	to	allocate	funds	to	
the	state	governments.	

	
Housing	
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16. Did	you	grow	up	in	an	apartment	(or	a	flat)	or	a	house?	
	 I	 grew	up	 in	 a	 house.	 It	 is	 a	 single	 story	house	with	 some	open	 space	 in	 the	 front	 and	
back.	
	
17. Which	do	you	prefer,	houses	or	flats?	
	 I	prefer	houses,	because	they’re	more	open	and	you	can	have	more	privacy	in	houses.	
	
18. Do	you	think	people	have	enough	privacy	 in	flats?	(E.g.,	Can	you	hear	your	neighbours	

through	the	walls?)	
I	 do	 not	 think	 people	 have	 enough	 privacy	 in	 flats.	 Sometimes	 it	 is	 possible	 to	 hear	
noises	from	the	neighboring	flats.	
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40. Describe	a	garden	you	have	visited	
You	should	say:	

- Where	it	was	
- What	it	looked	like	
- What	you	did	there	
- And	explain	why	you	liked	it	there	

	
• I	have	visited	many	gardens	in	my	life.	
• But	here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	the	Rock	Garden	in	Chandigarh.	
• It	is	very	different	from	the	conventional	gardens	as	there	are	no	trees	and	plants	in	

it	like	other	parks.	
• I	went	there	last	month	with	my	friends.		
• We	had	heard	a	lot	about	the	tourist	attractions	of	Chandigarh	and	wanted	to	visit	it	

once.	
• We	were	four	friends	–	Ravi,	Rohan,	Rajinder	and	I.	
• Ravi	took	his	car	and	we	shared	the	expense	of	diesel.	
• We	 saw	many	 places	 like	 the	 Rose	 Garden,	 Sukhna	 Lake,	 Mini	 zoo	 and	 the	 Rock	

Garden.	
• The	 Rock	 Garden	 by	 Nek	 Chand	 is	 very	 interesting	 because	 it	 is	made	 entirely	 of	

trash.	
• We	spent	two	hours	there	and	clicked	a	lot	of	photographs.	
• About	5000	people	visit	the	rock	garden	daily.	
• It	has	around	5000	sculptures.	
• It	is	a	unique	garden	that	consists	of	various	art	objects.		
• But	the	best	part	about	the	rock	garden	is	that	each	of	its	artwork	has	been	made	by	

using	waste	material.		
• The	Rock	Garden	has	become	immensely	popular.	
• Rock	garden	has	been	established	in	the	form	of	an	open-air	exhibition	hall.		
• The	 garden	 has	 sculptures	 made	 by	 using	 a	 variety	 of	 different	 discarded	 waste	

materials	 like	 frames,	 mudguards,	 forks,	 handle	 bars,	 metal	 wires,	 play	 marbles,	
porcelain,	auto	parts,	broken	bangles	etc.		

• The	garden	highlights	the	value	of	materials	many	people	consider	trash.	
• People	come	from	different	parts	of	the	world	to	see	this	amazing	garden.			
• It	is	located	in	Sector	1	near	the	Sukhna	Lake.		
• Nek	Chand	received	the	PadamShri	in	1983	for	his	efforts.	
• A	sculpture	also	appeared	on	an	Indian	postage	stamp.	
• The	Chandigarh	Rock	Garden	 is	now	acknowledged	as	one	of	the	modern	wonders	

of	the	world.	
	
	
	

Follow Up Questions 
	
1. Are	public	gardens	very	important	in	India?What	do	you	think	are	the	benefits	of	having	

gardens	in	the	city?	
Yes,	 public	 gardens	 are	 very	 important,	 not	 just	 in	 India	 but	 everywhere	 in	 the	world.	
They	act	as	the	lungs	of	the	community.	As	it	is,	we	are	living	in	concrete	jungles.	These	
are	places	where	people	come	in	spend	some	time	amidst	nature.	

	
2. Are	there	many	public	gardens	in	India?	
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Yes,	there	are	many	public	gardens	in	India.	The	city	and	town	development	authorities	
have	made	it	mandatory	to	include	gardens	in	residential	areas	where	people	can	come	
and	enjoy	the	beauty	of	nature,	and	also	socialize	with	each	other.	

	
3. Do	you	think	there	are	enough	public	gardens	in	your	hometown?	
	 Yes,	 there	 are	 enough	 public	 gardens	 in	my	 hometown.	 Every	 colony	 has	 at	 least	 one	
garden.	
	
4. Very	often,	public	gardens	are	not	designed	in	a	simple	way	but,	instead,	are	laid	out	in	a	

rather	complex	way.	Why	do	you	think	this	is	the	case?	
Sometimes,	 authorities	 do	 landscaping	 of	 the	 gardens	 so	 as	 to	 make	 them	 more	
attractive.	Once	 these	gardens	are	well	developed,	 they	can	become	tourist	attractions	
too.	My	friend,	who	recently	visited	Bangalore	told	me	that	she	visited	the	LalBagh	over	
there,	which	 has	 tourist	 importance.	 She	 says	 a	 topiary	 area	 over	 there,	where	 shrubs	
were	cut	in	such	a	way	that	they	made	animal	shapes	like	elephant	and	giraffes.	She	also	
saw	many	bonsai	plants	over	there.	

	
5. Do	you	think	governments	should	provide	public	gardens	for	people	to	visit?	

Yes,	the	government	should	provide	public	gardens	for	people	to	visit	because	people	will	
come	 to	 know	 about	 different	 plants.	 If	 a	 small	 and	 nominal	 entry	 ticket	 is	 also	 there,	
then	enough	money	could	be	collected	for	their	upkeep.	

	
6. What	do	people	do	when	they	go	to	a	public	garden?	

People	enjoy	 the	atmosphere	of	 the	garden.	They	breathe	 fresh	air,	and	enjoy	being	 in	
the	lap	of	nature	for	some	time.		

	
7. How	do	people	of	different	age	groups	use	public	gardens?	

Young	people	do	brisk	walking	in	gardens,	and	the	elderly	just	do	a	leisurely	stroll.	Both	
age	groups	enjoy	being	with	nature	
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41. A	speech	you	heard	
Describe	an	interesting	talk	or	speech	that	you	heard	recently.	

- Where	you	heard	it	
- Who	the	speaker	was	
- What	the	talk	or	speech	was	about	
- And	explain	why	you	think	it	was	interesting.	

	
• I	have	heard	many	talks	in	my	life.	
• 	But	 here	 I	would	 like	 to	 discuss	with	 you	 a	 speech,	which	 I	 heard	 recently	 in	 the	

environment	fair	held	in	my	hometown.	
• This	environment	fair	is	held	every	year	in	December	in	my	hometown.	
• I	was	surprised	to	see	my	old	school	principal	S.	Gurbax	Singh	over	there.	
• He	is	a	very	famous	person	in	my	hometown	and	is	known	for	his	oratorical	skills.	
• He	talked	on	the	topic	of	global	warming.	
• The	whole	globe	is	involved	in	it.	
• The	way	he	described	the	causes	and	effects	was	very	interesting.	
• It	was	an	eye-opener	for	me.	
• He	said	that	we	humans	are	the	causes	and	we	humans	can	lessen	it.	
• He	 also	 told	 us	 how	 the	 pollution	 which	 is	 caused	 by	 cutting	 trees,	 having	 more	

industries	and	cars	and	other	human	luxuries	-	is	leading	to	global	warming.	
• Then	he	told	us	about	the	effects	of	global	warming.	
• First	effect	is	the	rise	in	the	sea	level.	
• This	is	because	of	the	melting	of	glaciers	and	ice	on	mountain	peaks.	
• Second	effect	is	the	changing	climate.	
• We	all	know	that	summers	are	getting	hotter	and	winters	are	getting	colder.	
• Finally,	we	are	having	epidemics	of	diseases	like	malaria	and	dengue.	
• This	is	because	mosquitoes	and	flies	prosper	in	the	heat.	
• He	also	told	how	to	lessen	this	phenomenon	by	simple	measures	like	

Not	cutting	down	trees.	
Planting	more	trees.	
Using	recycled	materials.	
Saying	no	to	plastic	bags.	

• I	felt	very	enlightened	after	listening	to	his	spellbinding	speech.	
• I	 try	 to	 avoid	 using	 plastic	 bags	 and	 also	 accept	 recycled	 material	 even	 though	

quality	is	low.	
• This	is	the	speech	that	I	found	very	interesting	and	motivating.	
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42. Describe	a	speech	you	gave	
- When	you	gave	the	speech	
- What	was	the	occasion	
- How	did	you	feel	about	it	

	
• I	have	not	delivered	many	speeches	in	my	life.	
• Once	there	was	an	environmental	fair	in	my	hometown.	
• A	declamation	contest	was	organised	by	a	local	NGO.	
• Our	school	principal	selected	two	students	from	our	school	to	participate.	
• A	student	from	10th	was	selected	and	I	was	selected	from	9th	class.	
• We	just	got	two	days	notice	to	prepare.	
• I	was	very	nervous.	
• But,	our	teacher	helped	us	prepare.	
• She	helped	us	prepare	on	Global	Warming,	a	burning	issue	of	today.	
• I	talked	on	the	topic	of	global	warming.	
• I	spoke	that	the	whole	globe	is	involved	in	it.	
• I	said	that	we	humans	are	the	causes	and	we	humans	can	lessen	it.	
• I	also	told	how	the	pollution	which	is	caused	by	cutting	trees,	having	more	industries	

and	cars	and	other	human	luxuries	-	is	leading	to	global	warming.	
• Then	I	spoke	about	the	effects	of	global	warming.	
• First	effect	is	the	rise	in	the	sea	level.	
• This	is	because	of	the	melting	of	mountain	peaks.	
• Second	effect	is	the	changing	climate.	
• We	all	know	that	summers	are	getting	hotter	and	winters	are	getting	colder.	
• Finally,	we	are	having	epidemics	of	diseases	like	malaria	and	dengue.	
• This	is	because	mosquitoes	and	flies	prosper	in	the	heat.	
• I	also	told	how	to	lessen	this	phenomenon	by	simple	measures	like	
• Not	cutting	down	trees.	
• Planting	more	trees.	
• Using	recycled	materials.	
• Saying	no	to	plastic	bags.	
• I	used	to	be	very	stage	shy.	
• But	during	that	fair	I	spoke	very	nicely.	
• My	speech	was	appreciated	by	one	and	all.	
• Then	I	realised	that	I	too	had	oratorical	skills.	
• We	won	the	first	prize.	
• That	really	boosted	my	confidence.	
• I	was	on	cloud	nine.	
• I	can	never	forget	the	day.	

	

Follow Ups 
	

1. Why	do	people	get	nervous	when	they	speak	in	public?	
I	think	public	speaking	is	the	most	common	fear	among	people.	There	are	many	reasons	
why	people	 feel	nervous	when	speaking	 in	public.	 It	may	be	due	 to	 lack	of	 confidence,	
lack	of	knowledge	about	the	subject	or	the	topic,	hesitation	due	to	the	feeling	that	they	
are	being	judged	or	it	maybe	because	of	shyness	or	an	introvert	nature.	

	
2. How	can	they	improve	their	public	speaking	skills?	
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Public	 speaking	 can	 be	 improved	 by	 gaining	 more	 knowledge	 about	 the	 topic	 or	 the	
subject.	This	will	build	up	confidence.	It	can	be	practiced	with	friends	and	family,	who	can	
help	improve	the	speaking	skills	by	giving	feedback.	We	can	also	make	use	of	technology	
by	recording	our	speech	and	replaying	it.	And	getting	a	 lot	of	practice	before	the	actual	
event	helps	improve	the	confidence	to	speak	in	front	of	public.		

	
3. What	different	kinds	of	speeches	or	lectures	have	you	attended	in	your	life?	

I	have	attended	many	kinds	of	 speeches	and	 lectures	 that	 in	my	 life.	During	my	 school	
and	 college	 years,	 I	 have	 attended	 various	 lectures	 delivered	 by	my	 teachers	 or	 guest	
speakers,	about	various	topics	and	subjects.	I	have	attended	some	motivational	speeches	
about	 things	 like	 time	 management,	 positive	 thinking,	 etc.	 There	 are	 many	 religious	
speeches	that	I	have	heard	at	the	Gurudwara/temple/church/mosque.	I	have	also	heard	
speeches	 from/by	 political	 leaders,	 usually	 right	 before	 elections.	 I	 have	 attended	
speeches	and	lectures	about	social	issues	also,	like	drug	addiction,	female	feticide,	dowry	
issue	and	many	more.		

	
4. What	qualities	(attributes)	should	these	visiting	speakers	have?	

There	 are	many	qualities/attributes	 required	 to	be	 a	 good	 speaker,	 like	 confidence,	 in-
depth	knowledge	about	the	topic,	good	memory,	ability	 to	keep	the	audience	engaged,	
which	can	be	achieved	through	an	interactive	session,	where	everyone	in	the	audience	is	
involved	or	maybe	by	adding	a	touch	of	humor.	A	good	command	on	the	language	is	also	
a	must	and	the	person	should	speak	clearly	and	confidently.		

	
5. Why	do	you	many	people	find	it	hard	to	give	a	talk	to	young	children?	

I	 think	 it	 is	hard	to	give	a	talk	to	young	children	because	they	usually	have	a	very	short	
attention	 span.	 They	 get	 distracted	 easily	 and	 it	 is	 important	 to	 keep	 them	 constantly	
involved	and	engaged	during	the	speech.	They	are	not	mature	enough	to	know	the	facts	
and	 there	 are	different	 strategies	used	 to	explain	 the	 subject	or	 the	 topic	 to	 them,	 for	
example,	by	telling	a	story	that	they	can	relate	to	and	understand.		

	
6. Why	do	you	think	many	people	are	nervous	before	they	give	a	speech?	
	 (Same	answer	as	for	question	1)	
	
7. Why	do	people	give	speech	to	children?	

The	main	 reason	 for	 giving	a	 lecture	or	 a	 speech	 to	 children	 is	 to	 teach	 them	moral	or	
social	 values	 or	 to	 give	 knowledge	 about	 a	 particular	 topic	 or	 subject.	 It	 could	 also	 be	
used	to	motivate	children	to	perform	better	or	maybe	to	become	more	organized.		

	
8. Who	makes	people	do	so?	

It	 could	 be	 the	 parents,	 the	 school/college	 management,	 local	 NGOs,	 government	
authorities,	like	the	traffic	police,	etc.	

	
9. How	media	relates	to	the	speech	to	children	in	school?	

Media	plays	 a	 very	 important	 role	 in	 everyone’s	 life	 these	days.	 The	 speeches	 given	 to	
children	 in	 schools	 can	 be	 published	 in	 newspapers	 or	 broadcast	 on	 TV,	which	 further	
helps	 spread	 the	 message	 or	 awareness	 among	 other	 schools/educational	 institutions	
and	the	children.		

	
10. What	kind	of	people	can	give	speech	to	children?	
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People	 with	 in-depth	 knowledge	 about	 the	 subject	 or	 the	 topic	 and	 those	 who	
understand	 that	 children	 have	 a	 very	 short	 attention	 span	 and	 need	 to	 be	 constantly	
kept	engaged	and	involved	are	the	ones	who	can	give	speech	to	children.		

	
11. How	about	people	on	normal	jobs?	

People	 on	 normal	 jobs	 can	 definitely	 give	 speeches	 to	 schoolchildren.	 It	 helps	 the	
children	understand	the	importance	of	various	jobs	that	people	do,	be	it	a	firefighter	or	
a	bank	employee	or	a	police	inspector	and	so	on.		

	
12. What’s	the	aim	of	giving	speeches	to	children?	
	 (Same	as	the	answer	to	Ques.	7)	
	
13. Do	 you	 think	 people	who	 are	 good	 public	 speakers	 have	 talents	 that	 they	were	 born	

with?	
Some	people	 are	born	with	 good	oratorical	 skills,	 but	 some	people	 can	develop	 these	
skills	with	constant	practice.	

	
14. Nowadays	 technology	has	 replaced	some	aspects	of	communication.	Can	you	give	any	

examples	of	that?	
Yes,	 nowadays	 people	 can	 make	 presentations,	 and	 then	 it	 becomes	 very	 easy	 to	 speak	
because	they	don’t	have	to	mug	up	things	to	speak.	The	points	they	have	to	
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43. Describe	a	famous	person	that	you	are	interested	
in	

You	should	say:	
- Who	this	person	is	
- How	you	know	about	this	person	
- What	sort	of	life	they	had	before	they	became	famous	
- How	this	person	became	famous	
- And	explain	why	you	like	this	person	

	
• I	would	like	to	meet	many	famous	people	but	here	I	am	going	to	talk	about	India’s	

Prime	Minister	NarendraModi.	
	 OR	

• A	person	I	admire	the	most	is	our	Prime	Minister	NarendraModi.	
• He	 is	 the	 first	Prime	Minister	who	was	born	 in	 Independent	 India,	 that	 is,	 post	15	

August	1947.	
• He	is	a	dynamic	and	development	oriented	leader.	
• He	represents	Varanasi	constituency	in	the	LokSabha.	
• He	has	been	the	Chief	Minister	of	Gujarat	for	four	consecutive	terms.	
• The	 reason	 why	 I	 admire	 him	 is	 that	 his	 life	 shows	 how	 an	 ordinary	 boy	 from	 a	

deprived(poor)	class	could	reach	the	highest	levels	of	the	nation.	
• It	is	all	because	of	his	hard	work	and	determination.		
• I	really	appreciate	his	initiatives	like	Swachh	Bharat	Abhayan,	Make	in	India.	I	believe	

these	programs	will	help	establish	India’s	presence	among	the	developed	nations.	
• His	other	programs	such	as	Mann	Ki	Baat	shows	how	good	he	is	at	governance.	
• He	is	the	kind	of	leader	who	practices	what	he	preaches.	For	example,	we	have	seen	

him	promoting	Yoga	by	celebrating	 International	Yoga	Day,	but	many	people	don’t	
know	that	he	himself	does	Yoga	every	morning.	

• His	focus	on	development,	eye	for	detail	and	efforts	to	bring	a	qualitative	difference	
in	 the	 lives	 of	 the	 poorest	 of	 the	 poor	 have	 made	 him	 a	 popular	 and	 respected	
leader	across.	

• He	is	a	role	model	for	one	and	all.	
• I	would	like	to	meet	him	and	seek	his	blessings.	
• I	would	like	to	get	his	autograph.	
• Every	country	needs	people	like	him	to	take	their	nation	to	the	top.	

	
	

Follow Up Questions 
	

1.		Do	you	think	a	person	who	is	famous	is	well	liked?	Why?	
Not	necessarily.	It	depends	on	why	the	person	has	achieved	fame.	If	the	famous	person	is	
a	sportsman	or	a	film	star,	he	 is	well	 liked	but	 if	the	famous	person	is	a	terrorist	or	any	
other	criminal,	he	is	not	liked.	He	is	in	fact	loathed/hated	by	people.	

	
2.		What	do	you	know	about	celebrities?	

Celebrities	are	the	famous	people	from	the	world	of	entertainment,	business,	sports	and	
politics.	

	
3.		Do	you	think	celebrities	are	different	in	different	countries?	
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Yes,	of	course,	celebrities	are	different	in	different	countries.	All	countries	have	their	own	
famous	 people	 in	 the	 world	 of	 entertainment,	 business,	 sports	 and	 politics.	 However,	
some	celebs	are	internationally	famous.	This	is	because	nowadays	we	belong	to	an	era	of	
globalization.	The	IT	revolution	and	the	satellite	TV	have	made	it	possible	for	people	to	be	
famous	all	over	the	world.	

	
4.		Were	they	different	in	the	past?	

They	were	different	 in	 the	past	 because	 the	media	 in	 the	past	was	not	 that	 pervasive.	
Only	those	persons	were	famous	who	had	really	achieved	great	heights	and	were	in	the	
local	and	national	news.	Whereas,	today	the	reality	TV	has	made	it	possible	for	even	the	
common	man,	with	some	talent,	to	become	famous.	

	
5.		What	does	motivate	people	to	become	well	known?	

Famous	people	have	power	and	money.	This	power	and	money	is	what	motivates	people	
to	 become	 well	 known.	 We	 can	 see	 today	 thead	 companies	 approach	 even	 small	
children,	who	become	well	known	through	reality	TV	shows,	 to	endorse	their	products.	
So	once	a	person	becomes	well	known,	money	starts	pouring	in	through	many	doors.		

	
6.	Do	you	think	technology	can	help	people	interested	in	it,	to	become	well	known?	

Yes,	 definitely.	 A	 person	 who	 is	 well	 versed	 with	 technology	 can	 become	 famous	
overnight.	Who	has	not	heard	of	the	youngest	billionaire	of	the	world,	Mark	Zuckerberg,	
the	 founder	of	 Facebook.	 Some	songs	and	 singers	also	became	 famous	because	of	 you	
tube	videos.	
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44. Describe	an	occasion	when	you	received	a	good	
service	from	a	restaurant	or	a	shop	

	
You	should	say	

- What	the	service	was	
- When	and	where	you	received	the	service	
- Whom	were	you	with	
- And	explain	why	you	think	it	was	a	good	service	

	
• I	am	a	shopaholic	and	I	love	to	purchase	things.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	situation	when	I	received	a	very	good	service	from	a	

shop	in	a	shopping	mall	in	Jalandhar.	
• Last	month	I	went	there	with	my	cousins	to	buy	some	clothes	for	myself.	
• I	wanted	to	buy	a	pair	of	jeans	and	I	had	heard	about	this	shop	in	Viva	Collage,	which	

sells	jeans	of	all	top	brands.	
• We	went	straight	to	that	shop	and	the	salesmen	welcomed	us	with	smiling	faces.	
• They	started	showing	us	various	varieties	and	allowed	us	to	try	them	on.	
• We	were	very	happy	to	know	that	Levis	Company	was	offering	a	deal.	
• We	picked	out	the	colours	of	our	choice	and	happily	made	the	purchase.	
• Two	jeans	needed	slight	alterations	in	length,	which	they	got	done	within	an	hour	at	

no	extra	cost.	
• We	were	very	happy	with	their	prompt	service.	
• Later	on	we	enjoyed	at	the	mall	and	had	lunch	there	at	a	food	outlet.	
• In	the	evening	we	watched	a	movie	in	the	same	complex.	
• When	I	came	home	and	showed	my	jeans	to	my	family,	they	also	liked	it	a	lot.	
• I	refer	that	shop	to	all	my	friends	and	relatives	because	of	their	services.	

	
(Another	idea)	
	

• I	am	a	shopaholic	and	I	love	to	purchase	things.	
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	situation	when	I	received	a	very	good	service	from	

Dell	
company,	which	deals	with	computers.	

• Last	year	I	made	an	online	purchase	of	Dell	laptop.	
• I	bought	the	latest	version	with	an	i5	processor	and	500	GB	hard	drive.	
• It	was	the	first	time	I	had	bought	anything	online.	
• When	I	received	my	laptop,	I	was	very	happy.	
• It	was	very	nicely	packed	and	delivered	to	me.	
• It	came	with	a	one-yearwarranty.	
• It	worked	very	well	for	the	first	ten	months,	but	after	that	it	started	giving	problems.	
• It	would	hang	very	often	and	the	battery	back	up	became	very	less.	
• Fortunately	it	was	within	warranty	period.	
• I	called	the	Dell	Support	and	told	them	about	my	problem.	
• They	assured	me	that	within	24	hours,	their	representative	would	come	and	do	the	

needful.	
• The	very	next	day,	their	person	came	and	checked	my	laptop.	
• He	replaced	my	laptop's	battery	and	also	sorted	out	the	other	problems.	
• He	advised	me	to	use	the	laptop	with	a	cooling	pad	if	I	have	to	use	it	for	long	hours.	
• I	did	not	have	to	pay	a	single	penny.	
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• I	told	about	this	to	my	friends	and	they	were	also	surprised	at	such	good	after-sale	
services.	

• Now	my	laptop	is	as	good	as	new	and	I	am	not	facing	any	problems.	
• I	would	definitely	recommend	everyone	to	buy	Dell	laptops.	

	

Follow ups 
	
1. What	jobs	require	staff	to	get	in	touch	with	many	people?	

There	are	many	jobs	which	require	their	staff	to	be	in	touch	with	people,	such	as	the	jobs	
of	 salesmen,	 some	 jobs	 related	 to	go	 field	work,	 jobs	 in	banks	and	malls,	 teaching	 jobs	
and	so	on.	

	
2. What	qualities	does	the	staff	need?	Why?	

The	staff	needs	good	communication	skills.	They	need	to	be	polite	all	the	time,	and	also	
have	 a	 lot	 of	 patience.	 They	 need	 to	 have	 good	 knowledge	 of	 what	 they	 are	
selling/offering.	

	
3. What’s	the	difference	between	services	in	big	shops	and	small	shops?	

In	big	shops,	things	are	displayed,	and	you	can	pick	up	what	you	need,	but	in	small	shops,	
the	 salesmen	 guide	 and	 personally	 show	 you	 what	 you	 ask	 for.	 They	 even	 guide	 you	
about	 the	 products.	 The	 return	 policies	 of	 big	 shops	 are	 better	 than	 those	 of	 smaller	
shops.	Big	shops	offer	more	variety	of	products,	whereas	small	shops	have	less	variety.	

	
4. What	should	people	do	when	they	get	bad	service?	

People	should	complain	if	they	get	bad	service.	They	can	complain	to	the	store	manager	
or	the	company	of	which	they	have	got	the	product.	

	
5. Why	do	some	people	not	know	what	service	is	good?	
Some	people	do	not	know	what	service	is	good,	because	they	have	not	compared	it	with	the	
other	stores	or	the	other	brands.	Sometimes	it	is	also	because	people	are	not	aware	of	the	
concept	of	customer	service.	
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45. Describe	a	new/exciting	activity	that	you	want	to	
try	for	the	first	time.	You	should	say:	

-	 What	it	is	
-	 Where	you	can	do	it	
-	 How	you	would	do	it	
-	 And	explain	why	you	feel	excited	
	
•	 There	are	many	exciting	activities,	which	I	would	like	to	try	for	the	first	time.		
•	 I	would	 like	to	do	bungee	 jumping,	paragliding,	under-water	walk	and	white	water	
rafting,	but	I	know	these	activities	can	only	be	done	in	special	places.		
•	 Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	one	activity,	which	I	would	like	to	do,	and	fortunately	
it	can	be	done	in	my	hometown	and	that	is	to	attend	Zumba	Fitness	classes.	
•	 My	cousin	attends	Zumba	classes	in	the	UK,	and	she	has	become	very	fit.	
•	 She	used	to	be	very	fat,	but	now	she	has	the	body	of	a	model.	
•	 A	 gym	 in	 my	 neighbourhood,	 by	 the	 name	 of	 Fire	 Dance	 and	 Fitness	 studio	 has	
started	Zumba	classes.	
•	 They	have	hired	a	certified	Zumba	instructor,	who	is	giving	training	there.	
•	 Zumba	involves	dance	and	aerobic	movements	performed	to	energetic	music.		
•	 The	name	"Zumba"	has	no	particular	meaning,	 it	was	chosen	arbitrarily	as	a	brand	
name.	
•	 I	would	like	to	join	those	classes	and	become	fit.	
•	 Each	class	is	typically	one	hour	long	and	one	can	burn	500-1000	calories	in	one	class	
depending	on	the	energy	one	puts	into	it.	
•	 First	 I	 would	 enroll	 in	 Zumba	 Gold	 classes,	 which	 are	 for	 the	 beginners	 and	 the	
elderly.	
•	 Then	I	would	do	the	Zumba	Step,	which	is	for	the	lower	body.	
•	 I	am	very	excited	that	such	a	facility	has	come	in	my	hometown.	
•	 I	am	looking	forward	to	joining	these	classes.	
•	 I	find	the	routine	gym	exercises	very	boring.	
•	 The	best	thing	is	that	these	exercises	are	not	risky.		
•	 So,	this	is	the	exciting	and	new	activity	I	would	like	to	try	for	the	first	time.	
	
Follow	Up	Questions	
	
1.	 Do	you	like	to	do	risky	things?	
Yes,	I	like	to	do	risky	things.	I	like	fun	and	adventure,	but	I	do	not	take	too	much	risk,	which	
can	cause	danger	to	life.	
	
2.	 Why	is	good	to	be	adventurous?	
It	 is	 good	 to	 be	 adventurous	 because	 adventure	 adds	 a	 spark	 to	 life.	 But	 being	 too	
adventurous	and	risking	one’s	life	is	also	not	good.	
	
3.	 Does	it	benefit	people	when	they	try	new	things?	
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When	people	try	new	things,	 it	may	or	may	not	turn	into	their	favor,	but	it	always	teaches	
them	something.	
	
4.	 Why	do	some	people	eat	the	same	things	all	the	time?	
Some	people	eat	 the	same	things	all	 the	time,	because	they	do	not	 like	 to	 try	new	things.	
They	don’t	want	to	take	any	risk.	They	feel	that	the	new	thing	that	they	eat	may	not	be	good	
for	their	health	
	
	 	



Dr	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar							www.facebook.com/makkarielts						May-Aug-2017	

Ravpreet	Singh	 9646044322	 	109	

46. Describe	a	quiet	place	
You	should	say:	

- Where	it	is	
- When	you	like	to	go	there	
- What	you	do	there	
- Why	you	like	to	visit	there	

	
• It	is	very	difficult	to	find	quiet	places	in	the	fast	paced	life	of	today.	
• However,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 a	 place	where	 I	 go	 quite	 often	 and	 I	 find	

great	peace	there.	
• The	 place	 I	 am	 referring	 to	 is	 a	 Sikh	 temple	 in	 my	 hometown,	

GurdwaraSukhchainana	Sahib.	
• I	go	there	once	a	week,	sometimes	with	family	and	sometimes	with	friends.	
• Sometimes	we	walk	to	the	gurdwara,	and	sometimes	we	go	by	car.	It	is	about	3	

km	from	my	home.	
• It	is	away	from	the	main	road,	so	it	is	very	quiet	there.	
• Whenever,	 I	go	 there,	 I	do	circumambulation	of	 the	holy	book	 inside	the	main	

hall,	and	pay	obeisance	to	the	almighty.		
• There	is	a	well-maintained	fishpond	in	the	gurdwara,	which	has	many	species	of	

fish.	
• I	 just	sit	on	the	steps	of	the	pond	and	listen	to	the	holy	chants	going	on	all	the	

time	there.	
• It	gives	me	great	peace	of	mind.	
• Sometimes	I	take	some	bread	from	home	and	feed	the	fish.	
• There	are	two	catfish	among	the	other	many,	who	seem	to	be	talking	to	me.	
• I	know	it	is	all	my	imagination,	but	I	love	it	over	there.	
• I	feel	that	the	tempo	of	life	has	slowed	down	a	bit.	
• It	is	so	relaxing	to	watch	the	movements	of	the	fish	in	the	water.	
• This	 activity	 takes	 away	 all	 the	 physical	 and	 mental	 tiredness	 away	 from	 my	

body.	
• I	feel	very	light-hearted	after	that.	
• Even	though	there	is	always	a	great	rush	in	this	temple,	yet	one	can	find	peace	

and	quiet	over	there.	
• Sometimes,	I	offer	voluntary	services	in	the	community	kitchen	over	there.	
• Free	food	is	offered	to	one	and	all	 in	the	community	kitchen	and	this	service	is	

round	the	clock.	
• I	generally	go	there	on	weekends	and	spend	a	good	two	hours	over	there.	

	

Follow Up Questions 
	
1. Why	do	some	people	not	like	quiet	places?	

Some	people	do	not	like	quiet	places	because	they	want	fun	and	frolic	all	around	them.	
They	want	activity	and	noise	all	around	them.	

	
2. Do	you	know	other	quiet	places?	

There	 are	 many	 quiet	 places	 in	 the	 countryside.	 Many	 of	 my	 friends	 live	 in	 villages.	
Whenever	I	go	to	their	homes,	there	is	no	noise	of	traffic,	and	you	can	hear	the	chirping	
of	the	birds	and	the	rustling	of	leaves,	which	is	very	soothing	to	the	ears.	

	
3. Do	you	need	a	quiet	place	when	you	are	working?	
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Yes,	 I	 do	appreciate	a	quiet	place	when	 I’m	working,	but	unfortunately	 it	 is	 not	 always	
possible.	So	I’ve	got	used	to	some	amount	of	noise	around	me.	

	
4. Why	do	people	like	to	spend	time	in	quiet	places?	

People	 like	 to	 spend	 time	 in	 quiet	 places	 because	 sometimesthey	 want	 to	 be	 with	
themselves,	then	they	go	to	temples	or	quiet	places,	and	feel	relieved	of	their	stress.	

	
5. Do	you	know	anyone	who	likes	noise?	

I	have	many	friends	who	like	listening	to	loud	music.	They	say	that	it	kills	the	background	
noise	of	the	vehicles.	
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47. Describe	a	place	in	other	countries	where	you	
would	like	to	work	for	a	short	time	

Describe	a	country	in	which	you	would	like	to	work	for	a	short	time	
- Where	you	would	like	to	work	
- What	kind	of	job	would	it	be	
- When	would	you	like	to	go	
- Why	you	want	to	work	there	

	
	

• I	am	planning	to	go	abroad	for	my	higher	studies.	
• My	dream	country	for	my	further	studies	is	Canada.	
• I	would	like	to	work	there	for	the	time	that	I	am	there.	
• I	have	heard	that	students	can	work	part	time	while	studying	over	there.	
• My	friend	went	to	Humber	College	Canada	for	his	Business	Management	course.	
• He	told	me	a	lot	about	the	education	system	there.	
• He	is	working	part	time	in	a	pizza	outlet.	
• He	gets	10	Canadian	dollars	an	hour.	
• He	can	work	20	hours	per	week	but	he	can	be	flexible	with	the	number	of	hours	he	

can	work	per	day.	
• So	 he	 works	 5	 hours	 on	 Saturday	 and	 5	 on	 Sunday	 and	 two	 hours	 per	 day	 on	

weekdays.	
• In	this	way	his	study	is	not	disturbed.	
• He	is	managing	his	overhead	expenses	very	nicely.	
• I	intend	to	join	him	soon.		
• He	has	promised	to	help	me	find	a	job	there.	
• I	would	like	to	work	in	the	library.		
• Part	time	jobs	in	the	library	get	filled	up	very	fast.	
• If	 I	don’t	get	a	 job	in	the	library,	 I	would	like	to	work	in	a	restaurant	or	a	fast	food	

outlet.	
• I	 think	 it	 would	 be	 a	 very	 good	way	 to	 learn	 about	 the	 culture	 and	 to	meet	 new	

people	and	make	new	friends.		
• Canada	is	a	beautiful	country.	
• My	friend	is	in	Toronto	and	he	has	told	me	that	he	has	visited	many	places	there.		
• He	told	me	about	the	CN	Tower	and	the	Niagara	Falls.	
• So,	I	would	definitely	like	to	work	in	Canada	for	a	short	time	

	

Follow Up Questions	
	
1. What	kinds	of	jobs	are	easy	to	get	in	a	foreign	country?	

My	cousin	who	lives	in	Canada	tells	me	that	there	are	many	jobs	that	are	easy	to	get	for	
students	studying	there.	The	most	common	ones	are	the	jobs	in	restaurants	or	fast	food	
outlets	like	McDonald’s,	Burger	King,	Subway,	and	those	in	the	college	campus	itself,	like	
jobs	in	the	library,	etc.	

	
2. Should	young	adults	work	abroad?	

Yes,	 young	 adults	 should	work	 abroad	 because	 of	 several	 reasons	 like,	 taking	 care	 of	
their	overhead	expenses,	 taking	 the	 financial	burden	off	 their	parents’	 shoulders,	 they	
become	more	 independent	 and	 responsible	 and	 they	 gain	 experience	 about	 the	work	
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culture,	which	would	help	them	in	their	future.	It	is	also	a	good	way	to	learn	about	the	
culture	of	that	country	and	to	meet	new	people	and	make	friends.	

	
3. If	they	don’t	work	abroad,	would	it	be	helpful	for	them	to	travel	in	a	foreign	country?	

Yes,	 travelling	 is	definitely	helpful.	They	would	come	 to	know	about	 the	culture,	meet	
new	people,	see	new	places,	and	make	new	connections.	However,	 if	they	don’t	work,	
they	may	not	be	able	to	afford	travelling.	

	
4. Do	Indian	parents	encourage	their	children	to	work	abroad?	

Yes,	Indian	parents	encourage	their	children	to	work	abroad.	They	prepare	their	children	
well	before	they	travel	abroad,	about	the	situations	and	hardships	they	may	have	to	face	
and	 the	 importance	 of	 working	 while	 studying	 there,	 so	 that	 they	 can	 cover	 their	
expenses	and	also	gain	work	experience.	

	
5. If	you	had	an	opportunity	to	live	abroad,	which	country	would	you	like	to	settle	down	in?	

If	I	have	an	opportunity	to	live	abroad,	I	would	like	to	settle	in	a	developed	country,	like	
Canada,	Australia,	the	USA,	etc.	I	have	heard	form	my	friends	and	relatives	living	abroad	
that	life	there	is	very	comfortable,	with	better	facilities	and	infrastructure.	They	also	tell	
me	that	the	standard	living	is	very	high	there,	as	compared	to	India.	Also,	there	are	a	lot	
of	job	opportunities	available	there.	
	

	 	



Dr	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar							www.facebook.com/makkarielts						May-Aug-2017	

Ravpreet	Singh	 9646044322	 	113	

48. Describe	a	time	that	you	were	waiting	for	
something	

You	should	say	
- When	it	happened	
- Where	it	happened	
- Who	you	were	with	
- What	you	were	waiting	for	
- And	how	you	felt	about	it	

	
• There	are	many	situations	in	life	when	you	have	to	wait	for	things.	
• Sometimes	it	is	in	your	hands	and	sometimes	we	wait	for	things	because	it	is	not	in	

our	hands.	
• Here,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 talk	 about	 a	 situation	 when	 I	 decided	 to	 wait	 for	 buying	 a	

cellphone	of	my	choice.	
• I	could	have	bought	a	cheaper	model,	but	I	wanted	an	IPhone.		
• So	I	waited	till	I	had	saved	enough	money	for	it.	
• On	my	18th	birthday,	my	father	gave	me	Rs.	10,000	to	buy	a	phone.	
• I	saw	many	models	in	the	market,	but	I	did	not	like	any	of	them.	
• My	 cousin	 had	 an	 IPhone	 and	 I	 had	 seen	 its	 features	 and	 working.	 So,	 I	 wanted	

something	like	that.	
• I	decided	to	wait	and	save	money	before	making	my	purchase.	
• I	get	Rs.2000	per	month	as	pocket	money.	
• I	stopped	spending	on	candies,	chocolates	and	ice	creams,	so	that	I	could	save	all	my	

pocket	money.		
• I	got	some	money	from	my	brother	and	cousins	on	Rakhi.	
• In	six	months	I	had	saved	Rs.	20,000.	
• I	went	to	a	 local	Apple	store	and	bought	a	second	hand	IPhone	5s,	 in	a	fairly	good	

condition.		
• I	am	very	happy	with	my	IPhone.	
• It	is	a	rectangular	phone	in	golden	color.	
• It	has	16GB	memory	and	a	14-megapixel	camera.	
• Waiting	for	this	phone	required	a	 lot	of	patience,	but	 I	am	happy	that	 I	decided	to	

wait	for	this	purchase.		
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Follow Up Questions	
	
1. Do	you	think	patience	is	important?	

Yes,	patience	is	very	important.	Everything	takes	time.	Nothing	can	be	achieved	instantly.	
Patience	helps	to	wait	for	things.	If	we	are	not	patient,	we	tend	to	finish	things	hurriedly,	
which	spoils	things.	
	

2. Why	is	it	difficult	for	children	to	be	patient?	
There	are	many	reasons	behind	this.	Children	are	not	that	mature.	They	don’t	understand	
many	things.	So	they	find	it	hard	to	have	patience.		

	
3. How	to	teach	children	patience?	

They	can	be	taught	 in	many	ways.	Parents	can	become	good	role	models	 for	 them	and	
tell	them	nicely	that	everything	takes	time.	They	can	also	be	taught	through	stories	such	
as	the	hare	and	the	tortoise.	The	hare	runs	fast	and	is	not	patient,	whereas	the	tortoise	
patiently	and	slowly	completes	the	race	without	resting	and	wins	ultimately.	Children	can	
be	taught	that	even	if	someone	is	better	than	them	at	something,	they	can	still	beat	that	
person	by	their	perseverance	and	patience.		

	
4. Would	you	easily	feel	angry	when	you	wait	for	a	long	time?	

I	 am	myself	 very	 punctual	 and	 don’t	 like	 to	 keep	 anyone	 waiting	 for	 me.	 So,	 I	 would	
definitely	 feel	angry	 if	 I	have	 to	wait	 for	 long.	But	 then,	 I	would	also	understand,	 if	 the	
other	person	is	late	for	some	genuine	reason.		

	
5. Have	you	ever	been	late	for	meeting	someone?	

Normally,	 I	 am	 very	 punctual	 and	 don’t	 like	 to	 keep	 anyone	 waiting	 for	 me.	 But,	 I	
remember,	once	 I	had	to	meet	my	friend	 in	Jalandhar,	and	 I	got	stuck	 in	a	traffic	 jam.	 I	
was	late	for	no	fault	of	mine	and	so	I	called	my	friend	and	told	her	about	my	predicament	
(difficulty	or	problem).	She	understood	and	was	very	patient.	
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49. Describe	a	piece	of	good	news	that	you	received	
- What	this	news	was	
- When	and	where	you	heard	it	
- How	you	heard	it	
- And	explain	why	you	think	it	was	good	news	

	
• Every	day	we	hear	news	from	the	media	and	sources	around	us.	
• Some	news	are	good	and	some	not	so	good.		
• Here	I	would	like	to	talk	about	a	piece	of	good	news	that	I	heard	on	the	PTC	Punjabi	

channel,	about	a	fortnight	ago.	
• The	news	was	that	a	super	specialty	hospital	is	opening	in	my	hometown.		
• I	felt	very	happy	about	this	news.	
• Actually,	there	is	no	multi	specialty	hospital	in	my	town.		
• If	any	one	suffers	 from	heart	attack	or	stroke,	he	has	to	be	rushed	to	Jalandhar	or	

Ludhiana.	
• Sometimes,	the	time	taken	to	shift	the	patient	can	be	fatal.	
• Recently,	a	person	in	my	neighbourhood	suffered	a	stroke.	
• First	 he	was	 shifted	 to	 a	 local	 hospital	 and	 from	 there	was	 referred	 to	 Dayanand	

Medical	College	Ludhiana.	
• When	he	reached	there,	the	doctors	told	that	if	they	had	brought	him	just	an	hour	

earlier,	then	they	could	have	prevented	much	damage.		
• Now	his	right	side	is	paralysed,	and	there	is	little	chance	of	total	recovery.	
• Everyone	in	my	town	is	excited	about	this	hospital.	
• Some	 big	 private	 business	 house	 has	 bought	 the	 land	 in	 the	 suburbs,	 and	 the	

construction	has	also	started.		
• Now	it	is	just	a	matter	of	time.	
• World	class	medical	aid	wil	be	right	at	our	doorstep	
• So,	this	is	the	piece	of	good	news	which	I	heard	recently.	

	

Follow Up Questions  
1. How	do	people	share	good	news?	
	 People	share	good	news	through	face-to-face	contact,	telephone,	social	media.	
	
2. How	does	modern	technology	affect	the	delivery	of	information?	

Modern	technology	has	affected	the	delivery	of	 information	to	a	great	extent.	Now	any	
news	or	any	other	information	can	be	delivered	instantaneously.		
	

3. When	do	people	share	good	news?	
People	share	good	news	when	they	meet	other	people,	or	just	when	they	want	to	share	
their	happiness	with	others.	
	

4. What	kinds	of	good	news	have	you	received	before?	
I	have	received	many	kinds	of	good	news,	such	as	of	my	result,	my	cousin’s	wedding	or	
the	birth	of	a	nephew	or	niece.	
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50. Describe	an	interesting	house	or	apartment	you	
visited	

 
You should say: 

- Where this place is 
- What it is like 
- When you want to live in there 
- and explain why you want to live in such a place 

 
• I have visited many houses and apartments, and I liked most of them. 
• But here, I would like to talk about a house, which I find very interesting 
• This is the house of my aunt and uncle, who live in Chandigarh. 
•  It is a double storey house with four bedrooms, one kitchen, one hall and one 

drawing room.   
•  I find the house very interesting, because the total energy needed to run the house is 

obtained from solar panels. 
• They have set up solar panels with a cost of twenty lacks and now all their air 

conditioners and geysers run on solar panels. 
• They also do not have to worry about power cuts because they are generating their 

own power from solar panels. 
•  Otherwise also that house is very energy efficient. 
• During the daytime there’s so much light from the windows that they do not need to 

turn on the lights 
• The house is so well ventilated that they do not need to switch on the fan also at 

times. 
• My uncle was telling us that now they have to pay the electricity bill of one thousand 

rupees per month, whereas earlier it was about 25,000 a month. 
• The maintenance cost of the solar panels is quite less. 
• They have decorated the house with minimalistic approach, and there is no clutter of 

unnecessary furniture. 
• The woodwork is also very simple, which looks very good and is evergreen. 
• I would definitely like to live in such a house one day. 

	
	
	
	

Follow	Up	Questions		
	
1. How is modern home design (both inside and outside appearance) in your country 

different to that of the past? 
Modern home designs are very different from the past. Earlier we had single storey 
houses, but now we have multiple storey apartments. Earlier, that was more emphasis on 
the utility of the house, but today the beauty and utility what factors are equally 
considered. Earlier, local materials were used like wood and stone, but today important 
and prefabricated materials are used. 

 
2. In your country, what type of home do most people live in? 

Most people live in single storey houses, but it is difficult to generalize for the whole of 
India. In metros such as Bombay, tall buildings have become very common. In the 
eastern parts of India where there’s a lot of rainfall, houses have sloped roofs, but in the 
plains houses have flat terraces. 
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3. Do people prefer to live in modern homes or the older-style homes (e.g., from 50 years 
ago)? 
People prefer to live in the modern homes, because these homes are made with today’s 
climate in mind. These can accommodate more number of people in less space, which is 
needed In today’s time. 
 

4. How are modern homes different to older homes? 

(Same as 1) 

5. What do you imagine people's houses will be like in the future? 
Houses of the future will be very energy-efficient. The focus will be on making tall 
buildings so that less. space is needed 

 
6. Why do people sometimes move to live in a different home?  

Sometimes people have to move to a different home because they get a transfer in their 
job. Sometimes they have to move because of health reasons. 
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Set	1	–	First	set	of	questions,	asked	to	almost	all	students	
	

1. May	I	know	your	full	name?	
My	full	name	is	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar.	
(Note:	Full	name	means	given	name	+	middle	name	if	any	+	surname.	Mostly	students	will	
speak	the	name	given	in	the	passport,	which	may	not	have	the	surname.	So,	you	must	speak	
your	full	name	in	answer	to	this	question)	
	

2. How	may	I	address	you?	
You	may	address	me	as	Kiran.	
(Note	1:	Here	you	may	even	speak	your	nickname.	It	just	means	that	while	asking	the	next	
questions,	the	examiner	will	call	you	by	that	name.	
Note	2:	Many	students	start	speaking	their	address	here.	Here,	the	word	‘address’	has	been	
used	as	a	verb,	which	means	‘call’.	In	other	words,	the	question	is	-	How	may	I	call	you?)	
	

3. May	I	see	your	ID?	
Here	is	my	passport.	(Note:	open	the	first	page	of	the	passport	and	show	it	to	the	examiner.	
You	don’t	need	to	say	‘Yes’)	
	

4. Where	do	you	come	from?	
I	come	from	Phagwara.	It	is	a	small	town	between	Jalandhar	and	Ludhiana.		
	 	



Dr	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar							www.facebook.com/makkarielts						May-Aug-2017	

Ravpreet	Singh	 9646044322	 	120	

Set	2	-	Work	or	Studies	
	
(General	Training	students	are	likely	to	be	asked	job	questions.	A	comprehensive	list	of	job	
questions	has	been	added	in	the	end.	Please	note	that	everyone	is	doing	different	job.	So	it	
is	 not	 possible	 to	 answer	 these	 questions.	 If	 you	want	 customized	 answers,	 you	may	 call	
9646044322.	Explain	your	job	profile	and	get	sample	answers	for	them)	
	

WORK	
	

1. What	work	do	you	do?	
(personal	answer)	
	

2. Why	did	you	choose	to	do	that	type	of	work	(or	that	job)?	
I	chose	that	work,	because	I	was	interested	in	it.	
	

3. Do	you	like	your	job?	
Yes,	I	like	my	job.	It	is	very	interesting.	
	

4. Is	it	very	interesting?	
Yes,	it	is	very	interesting.	
	

5. Do	you	miss	being	a	student?	
Yes,	I	miss	being	a	student.	Now,	when	I	look	back	I	realize	that	they	were	the	happiest	days	
of	my	life.	

STUDIES	
	

1. What	subject(s)	are	you	studying?	
I’ve	just	completed	my	senior	secondary	in	commerce	stream.	Now	I	wish	to	go	abroad	for	
my	higher	education.	
	

2. Why	did	you	choose	to	study	that	subject/those	subjects?	
I	chose	these	subjects	because	I	was	interested	in	them.	
	

3. Do	you	like	your	subject?	Why/Why	not?	
Yes,	I	like	my	subjects.	I	think	they’re	very	interesting.	
	

4. Is	it	very	interesting?	
Yes,	my	subjects	are	very	interesting.	
	

5. Are	you	looking	forward	to	working?	
Yes,	I’m	looking	forward	to	a	part-time	job	when	I	go	abroad	to	study.	
	

6. Do	you	prefer	to	study	in	the	mornings	or	afternoons?	
I	prefer	to	study	in	the	mornings	because	at	that	time	I	feel	very	fresh	and	I	can	concentrate	
on	my	studies.	
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Set	3	–	Jewellery	
	
Have	you	ever	purchased	jewellery	for	someone?	
Yes	I	recently	purchased	a	gold	necklace	for	my	mother.	It’s	a	designer	necklace	and	looks	
really	trendy.	It	also	has	a	diamond	pendant	attached	to	it.	
My	mother	loves	to	buy	jewellery,	she	thinks	investing	in	gold	is	a	good	way	to	save	money.	
	
What	kind	of	jewellery	do	you	like?	
These	days	jewellery	is	immensely	popular	among	all	people.	As	per	me,	I	love	to	wear	
fashionable	and	trendy	jewellery.	
I	don’t	like	to	buy	jewellery	that	is	too	expensive,	instead	I	like	to	buy	artificial	jewellery.	I	
also	like	jewellery	made	from	gemstones	or	pearls.	

Set	4	–	Fruit	
	
What	is	your	favourite	fruit?	
My	favorite	fruit	is	apple.	They	are	very	healthy	and	are	available	all	year	long.	
	
Why	do	you	like	it?	
I	like	them	both	for	the	taste	and	nutritional	value.	Apples	satisfy	my	need	to	eat	something	
crunchy	too.	Because	it	takes	a	while	to	munch	on	one,	I	can	control	my	appetite.Apples	are	
one	of	the	world's	healthiest	foods.	

Set	5	–	Sunshine	
	
	
1. Do	you	like	sunny	days?	

Yes,	I	like	sunny	days,	but	only	in	pleasant	and	cold	weather.	I	do	not	like	sunny	days	in	
summers	and	hot	weather.		
	

2. Do	you	like	going	(or,	being)	outside	on	sunny	days?	
Yes,	I	like	being	outside	on	sunny	days.	However,	not	during	the	summer	season.		
	

3. What	do	you	like	to	do	on	sunny	days	(or,	when	you	go	outside)?	
On	sunny	days,	I	sometimes	like	to	sit	out	in	the	sun	and	read.	Sometimes	I	go	out	and	
meet	my	friends	in	a	park.	Sometimes	we	plan	a	picnic	on	a	nice	sunny	day.		
	

4. What	benefits	can	(or	do)	people	get	from	sunshine?	OR	What	benefits	can	(or	do)	we	get	
from	the	sun?	
There	 are	 many	 benefits	 of	 getting	 sunshine.	We	 need	 sunshine	 to	 get	 the	 essential	
vitamin	D.	Vitamin	D	 is	essential	 for	Calcium	absorption	and	can	cause	several	medical	
problems.			
	

5. Do	you	think	there	are	any	downsides	(or	dangers)	from	sunshine?	
Yes,	 certainly.	 There	 are	 some	 downsides	 of	 too	much	 sunshine	 or	 being	 exposed	 to	
sunshine	without	the	protection	of	sunscreen.	It	may	cause	skin	burns	or	heat	stroke	or	
sometimes	even	skin	cancer.		
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6. What	do	you	do	(when	you	are	outside)	and	the	sun	is	too	strong?	
When	 the	 sun	 is	 too	 strong	 and	 I	 am	outside,	 I	 usually	 look	 for	 some	 shade	or	 a	 cool	
place	to	sit	and	drink	lots	of	water.		
	

7. If	you	wanted	to	go	to	a	place	that	has	lots	of	sunshine,	where	would	you	go?	
I	would	go	to	a	place	where	the	weather	is	pleasant	and	has	a	lot	of	sunshine.	It	would	
probably	be	a	hill	station.		
	

8. Would	you	like	to	go,	as	a	tourist,	to	a	place	that	has	little	sunshine?	OR	Would	you	ever	
go,	as	a	tourist,	to	a	place	that	has	little	sunshine?	
I	like	travelling	and	visiting	new	places.	And	given	an	opportunity	I	would	definitely	like	
to	visit	a	place	that	has	little	sunshine.	

Set	6	–	Weekends	
	

1. How	do	you	usually	spend	your	weekends?	What	do	you	usually	do	on	weekends?	
I	spend	my	weekends	in	different	ways.	Sometimes	I	just	relax	at	home.	Sometimes	I	go	out	
with	my	 friends	 for	 a	movie.	 Sometimes	 I	 finish	my	 pending	 work.	 Sometimes	 I	 help	my	
mother	in	household	chores.	
	

2. In	your	country,	do	men	and	women	usually	do	the	same	kind	of	things	on	weekends	(or	in	
their	free	time)?	
Gender	differences	are	disappearing	nowadays.	Mostly	men	and	women	do	the	same	kind	
of	things	on	weekends.	
	

3. When	do	you	spend	time	with	your	family?	
I	spend	the	evenings	with	my	family.	We	watch	TV	together,	have	dinner	together	and	go	for	
walks	together.	
	

4. What	did	you	do	last	weekend?	
Last	weekend	I	went	for	a	movie	with	my	friends.	We	also	had	dinner	at	a	restaurant.	It	was	
great	fun.	
	

5. What	do	other	people	in	your	hometown	(or	in	your	country)	usually	do	on	weekends?	
People	 do	 a	 lot	 of	 things	 on	weekends.	 Some	 go	 for	 outings;	 some	people	 spend	 time	 at	
home	with	family;	some	people	visit	relatives.	So	people	do	different	things	on	weekends.	
	

6. What	are	you	going	to	do	next	weekend?	
I	have	not	yet	made	any	plan	for	the	next	weekend,	but	maybe	I	go	out	with	my	family	for	a	
movie.	
	

7. Is	there	anything	new	that	you	would	like	to	do	on	weekends?	
I	would	like	to	learn	some	new	language	on	weekends.	As	a	plan	to	go	to	Canada,	so	French	
would	be	a	good	option	for	me.	My	relatives	live	in	Montréal	and	it	is	a	Francophone	area.	
So	learning	French	would	help	me.	
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8. Do	you	like	working	on	weekends?	
No,	I	don’t	like	working	on	weekends.	I	prefer	to	spend	time	with	my	family	and	friends	on	
weekends.	
	

9. Do	you	think	employees	should	have	to	work	on	weekends?	
No,	 definitely	 not.	 I	 think	 there	 should	 be	 no	 compulsion	 on	 employees	 to	 work	 on	
weekends.	 It	should	be	their	choice.	 If	 they	want	to	earn	more,	 they	should	be	allowed	to	
work.	
	

10. Do	you	think	that	weekends	now	are	more	important	to	you,	than	when	you	were	a	child?	
Yes,	weekends	now	are	more	important	to	me	than	when	I	was	a	child.	When	I	was	a	child,	
all	 days	were	 like	weekends.	 So	 I	 did	 not	 give	 importance	 to	weekends.	 But	 today,	 I	 look	
forward	to	weekends.	

Set	7	–	Activity	near	water	
	

1. What	activities	would	you	do	if	you	were	spending	some	leisure	time	at	the	beach	near	the	
ocean?	
If	 I	 were	 spending	 leisure	 time	 at	 a	 beach	 I	 would	 try	 some	 water	 sports,	 like	 skiing	 or	
surfing,	 I	would	play	 volleyball	 on	 the	beach,	 I	 also	would	enjoy	 reading	at	 the	beach	or	 I	
would	make	castles	out	of	the	sand.		
	

2. Why	do	some	people	like	water	sports?	
Some	 people	 like	water	 sports	 because	 it	 is	 very	 refreshing	 to	 play	 in	 and	 to	with	water.	
Some	people	pursue	it	as	a	career	or	a	profession.	It	is	also	a	very	good	form	of	exercise.		
	

3. Do	you	think	the	government	should	spend	money	in	developing	facilities	for	water	sports?	
Yes,	 government	 should	 spend	 money	 on	 developing	 facilities	 for	 water	 sports.	 It	 will	
encourage	many	people	to	pursue	it	as	a	career	and	earn	name	and	fame	for	the	country.	It	
is	 also	 a	 very	 good	 form	 of	 exercise	 and	 will	 promote	 it	 as	 a	 way	 for	 many	 to	 remain	
physically	and	mentally	fit	and	would	further	lead	to	a	healthier	society.	Such	activities	also	
act	as	stress	busters,	which	are	much	needed	in	today’s	fast	paced	world.		
	

4. Do	you	think	that	human	activities	are	posing	a	threat	to	the	oceans	of	the	world?	
Yes,	human	activities	are	definitely	posing	a	threat	to	the	oceans.	The	pollution	being	caused	
by	the	ships,	boats,	and	oil	drilling	machinery	used	 in	oceans	 is	harming	the	marine	 life	 to	
the	extent	 that	many	aquatic	plants	and	animals	are	on	the	verge	of	extinction.	 In	case	of	
accidents	of	oil	carrying	ships,	it	leads	to	oil	spills,	which	is	extremely	harmful	for	the	marine	
life.	Many	 developing	 and	 developed	 countries	 are	 dumping	 garbage	 on	 the	 ocean	 beds,	
which	has	become	a	major	cause	of	water	pollution.	Excessive	fishing	is	also	leading	to	many	
fish	species	being	on	the	verge	of	becoming	extinct.		
	

5. What	do	you	think	are	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	traveling	on	the	ocean?	
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Talking	about	the	advantages	first,	traveling	on	the	ocean	is	a	very	good	way	to	learn	about	
the	marine	life.	It	is	very	relaxing	and	acts	as	a	stress	buster.	It	is	a	good	way	to	spend	quality	
time	family	and	friends.	We	can	explore	more	places	when	travelling	on	the	ocean.		
At	the	same	time	there	are	also	some	disadvantages	of	travelling	on	the	ocean.	In	case	of	a	
natural	calamity	like	a	storm	or	a	tsunami,	the	chances	of	survival	are	less	and	rescue	work	is	
very	difficult	in	such	situation.	The	same	is	the	case	if	there	is	an	accident	when	traveling	on	
the	ocean.	The	pollution	caused	by	the	ships	 is	also	hazardous	for	the	aquatic	animals	and	
plants.	 It	 is	 more	 time	 consuming	 than	 other	 forms	 of	 transport.	 It	 may	 also	 be	 more	
expensive,	especially	when	people	go	on	a	holiday	on	cruise	ships.		
	

6. Do	you	think	it’s	important	for	children	to	learn	how	to	swim?	
Yes,	I	think	it	is	very	important	for	children	to	learn	how	to	swim.	It	is	not	only	a	good	form	
of	exercise,	it	can	also	be	pursued	a	career.	It	is	a	good	recreational	activity,	as	it	relaxes	our	
mind	and	refreshes	us.	It	is	also	a	very	good	skill	to	learn	for	children,	as	it	may	help	them	in	
case	of	emergencies	when	travelling	on	water,	not	only	to	save	their	own	lives,	but	they	can	
also	save	others’	 lives.	Also,	 I	 think	childhood	 is	the	right	age	to	 learn	this	skill,	as	children	
are	very	receptive	and	learn	new	skills	easily.	
	

7. Do	you	think	it	is	best	for	a	child	to	be	taught	to	swim	by	a	parent	or	by	someone	else?	
I	 think	 it	depends.	 If	 the	parents	know	how	to	swim	well,	 they	can	 teach	 their	 children	 to	
swim	 and	 children	 too	 will	 learn	 easily	 from	 their	 parents.	 However,	 if	 the	 parents	
themselves	 don’t	 know	 how	 to	 swim	 or	 can’t	 swim	 very	 well,	 then	 it	 is	 best	 to	 get	
professional	help	and	have	a	good	coach	teach	them	how	to	swim.	
	

8. Do	you	think	that	it	is	important	to	learn	about	the	oceans	and	why?	
I	 think	 it	 is	 very	 important	 to	 learn	 about	 the	 oceans.	 The	 oceans	 directly	 or	 indirectly	
influence	 us.	 Ocean	waters	 serve	 as	 a	 source	 of	 food	 and	 valuable	minerals	 such	 as	 salt,	
which	we	 use	 daily	 in	 our	 food.	Oceans	 also	 are	 used	 for	 commerce.	 For	 example,	 pearls	
taken	from	oysters	are	used	in	jewelry,	and	shells	and	coral	are	used	as	building	materials.	
They	also	provide	a	place	for	recreation.		Each	year	more	people	are	attracted	to	the	sports	
of	swimming,	fishing,	scuba	diving,	boating,	and	waterskiing.	
	

9. Do	you	think	the	oceans	should	be	protected	by	international	agreement?	
Definitely,	 oceans	 should	 be	 protected	 by	 international	 agreement.	Without	 oceans	 there	
would	be	no	life	on	Earth.	The	oceans	directly	or	indirectly	influence	us.	Ocean	waters	serve	
as	a	source	of	food	and	valuable	minerals	such	as	salt	which	we	use	daily	in	our	food.	Oceans	
also	are	used	for	commerce.	For	example,	pearls	taken	from	oysters	are	used	in	jewelry,	and	
shells	 and	 coral	 are	 used	 as	 building	 materials.	 They	 also	 provide	 a	 place	 for	
recreation.		Each	year	more	people	are	attracted	to	the	sports	of	swimming,	 fishing,	scuba	
diving,	boating,	and	waterskiing.	
	

10. Do	you	think	the	environmental	problems	can	affect	the	oceans?	
Yes,	 the	 environmental	 problems	 can	 definitely	 affect	 the	 oceans.	 Because	 of	 global	
warming,	ocean	water	is	also	getting	heated	up	and	this	is	affecting	marine	life.	People	and	
big	industries	are	dumping	their	effluents	in	the	oceans	and	this	is	a	cause	for	alarm.	 	
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Set	8	–	Transportation	
	

1. What's	the	most	popular	means	of	transportation	in	your	hometown?	
The	most	popular	means	of	transportation	in	my	hometown	is	the	bus.	My	hometown	is	
on	the	national	highway,	and	there	is	bus	service	to	different	places	every	two	minutes.	
	

2. How	often	do	you	take	buses?	
I	take	the	bus	pretty	often,	in	fact	three	or	four	times	a	week.	
	

3. Can	you	compare	the	advantages	of	planes	and	trains?	
Trains	are	cheaper	then	planes,	but	planes	are	much	faster	than	trains.	In	trains	you	can	
take	as	much	luggage	as	you	want	to,	but	in	planes	there	is	a	restriction.	Railway	stations	
are	there	in	almost	all	towns	and	cities,	where	as	airports	are	there	in	only	a	few	places.	
	

4. Is	driving	to	work	popular	in	your	country?	
Yes,	driving	to	work	is	popular	in	big	cities,	and	in	places	where	transport	facilities	are	not	
so	good.	
	

5. Do	you	think	people	will	drive	more	in	the	future?	
It	is	difficult	to	say	about	the	future,	but	at	the	rate	at	which	traffic	congestion	is	increasing	
on	the	road,	I	think	people	will	use	public	transport	more.	
	

6. Would	you	ride	bikes	to	work	in	the	future?	
No,	I	don’t	think	I	would	ride	bikes	to	work,	as	I	think	they	are	not	very	safe.	
	

7. What	will	become	the	most	popular	means	of	transportation	in	India?	
I	think	road	transportation	will	remain	the	most	popular	means.	
	

8. Do	you	prefer	public	transportation	or	private	transportation?	
I	 prefer	 private	 transportation	 for	 short	 distances	 and	 public	 transportation	 for	 long	
distances.	
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Set	9	–	Music	
	
1. Do	you	often	(like	to)	listen	to	music?	
Yes,	I	often	listen	to	music.	I	like	listening	to	film	songs	and	Punjabi	folk	songs.	
	
2. When	do	you	listen	to	music?	
Whenever	 I’m	 free	 I	 listen	 to	 music.	 I	 have	 downloaded	 a	 few	 songs	 in	 my	 cell	 phone.	
Listening	to	music	relaxes	me.	
	
3. How	much	time	do	you	spend	listening	to	music	every	day?	
I	spend	an	hour	or	two	listening	to	music	every	day.	
	
4. What	kinds	of	music	do	you	like	to	listen	to?	
I	like	Hindi	film	songs.	I	also	love	Punjabi	folk	music.	
	
5. What's	your	favorite	kind	of	music?	
My	favorite	genre	of	music	is	folk	music.	I	also	like	film	music.	
	
6. Have	you	ever	been	to	a	concert?	
Yes,	 I	have	been	to	a	concert	once.	There	 is	a	village	near	my	hometown	where	a	 famous	
Punjabi	singer	comes	once	a	year	to	perform	for	charity.	Last	year	I	went	with	my	friends.	He	
performed	 live.	 He	 always	 has	 his	 tambourine	 in	 his	 hand.	 It	 was	 an	 electrifying	
performance.		
	
7. Do	you	like	to	listen	to	live	music?	
Yes,	I	do	like	to	listen	live	music.	It	is	a	different	experience.	In	many	restaurants	and	also	in	
marriage	functions,	they	have	live	music	going	on,	which	is	very	enjoyable.	Concerts	are	also	
live	music.	
	
8. When	did	you	start	listening	to	this	type	of	music?	
I	 remember,	 I	 specially	 went	 for	 Gurdas	 Maan’s	 live	 performance	 in	 a	 concert	 last	 year.	
Before	that	I	had	never	been	for	a	live	music	show.	
	
9. Where	do	you	listen	to	it?	
Concerts	may	be	held	in	concert	halls,	which	are	built	for	the	purpose,	or	they	may	be	held	
in	any	other	suitable	large	building	such	as	a	school	hall,	or	a	large	house.	Some	concerts	are	
given	to	very	large	audiences	in	the	open	air.	They	may	take	place	in	a	field	or	in	a	stadium.	
The	 music	 for	 these	 “open-airs”,	 is	 usually	 amplified	by	 loudspeakers,	so	 that	 large	
audiences	can	hear	it.	
	
10. How	do	you	feel	when	you	listen	to	this	music?	
I	feel	very	relaxed	when	I	listen	to	music.	I	feel	as	if	all	my	worries	and	tensions	have	flown	
out	of	my	body.	I	forget	everything	for	sometime.	
	
11. Have	you	ever	learned	to	play	a	musical	instrument?	
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Yes,	 I	 tried	 learning	the	guitar.	My	cousin	has	a	guitar,	and	once	 I	 stayed	with	 them	a	 few	
days	in	my	vacations.	But,	I	found	it	very	difficult.		
	
12. Is	music	an	important	subject	at	school	in	India?	
Unfortunately,	 it	 is	not.	Music	 is	an	optional	subject	 in	some	schools,	but	all	 schools	don’t	
have	it.	
	
13. Did	you	often	listen	to	music	when	you	were	a	child?	(If	yes,	give	details.)	
Yes,	I	listened	to	music	as	a	child.	Mostly	I	listened	to	film	music.	
	
14. What	kinds	of	music	are	(most)	popular	in	India?	
India	 is	 a	 diverse	 country.	 All	 kinds	 of	music	 are	 popular.	 Some	 like	 folk	music,	 some	 like	
classical,	 some	 like	sufi	music,	 some	 like	 film	music	and	some	 like	 fusion	music,	which	 is	a	
blend	of	Indian	classical	and	western	music.	A.R.Rehman	plays	fusion	music.	
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Set	10	–	Home/Accommodation	
	

1. Do	you	live	in	a	house	or	flat?	Or	What	kind	of	housing/accommodation	do	you	live	in?	
I	live	in	a	house.	It	is	a	two	storey	brick	house.	
	

2. Please	describe	it	a	little.	
It	 is	a	 two	storey	brick	house.	There’re	 four	bedrooms	with	attached	bathrooms,	a	kitchen,	a	 living	
room	and	a	drawing	room.		There	is	a	small	lawn	in	the	front	and	a	kitchen	garden	in	the	backyard.	
	

3. What’s	your	favorite	room	in	your	home?	
My	favorite	room	is	my	own	room,	because	I’ve	decorated	it	according	to	my	taste.	
	

4. What	have	you	done	to	your	room	to	make	it	look	nice?	
I	keep	my	room	spic	and	span.	The	walls	are	painted	light	pink	because	it	is	my	favorite	color.	There	
are	floral	curtains.	
	

5. Who	do	you	live	with?	
I	live	with	my	parents	and	brother.	
	

6. Which	room	does	your	family	spend	most	of	the	time	in?	
My	family	spends	most	time	in	the	living	room.	We	have	our	meals	there.		We	watch	TV	together	and	
also	entertain	informal	guests	in	that	room.	
	

7. How	long	have	you	lived	there?	
I	have	lived	there	since	my	birth.	
	

8. Do	you	plan	to	live	there	a	long	time?	
Presently	 I	plan	to	go	abroad	for	my	studies.	But,	but	 I	 love	my	home	and	would	 like	to	come	back	
there.	
	

9. (If	you	answer	you	haven’t	lived	there	long)	What’s	the	difference	between	where	you	are	living	now	
and	where	you	have	lived	in	the	past?	

10. What	do	you	usually	do	in	your	house/flat/room?	
I	do	many	things	in	my	house.	I	spend	time	with	my	parents,	eat	there,	sleep	there,	Study	there	and	
entertaining	guests	in	my	house.	
	

11. Are	the	transport	facilities	to	your	home	very	good?	
Yes,	 the	 transport	 facilities	 to	my	 house	 are	 very	 good.	 The	 bus	 service	 is	 ready	 frequent	 and	 the	
railway	station	is	also	very	near.	
	

12. Do	you	plan	to	move?	
I	plan	to	go	abroad	for	higher	education.	Apart	from	that	I	do	not	plan	to	move.	
	

13. Would	you	like	to	move	to	another	place	to	live?	(Why/why	not?)	
I	plan	to	go	abroad	for	my	higher	education.	If	I	like	it	there,	I	might	think	of	settling	there.	
	

14. Are	you	prepared	to	move?	
No,	I	am	not	prepared	to	move.	
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Set	11	–	Hometown	
	
1. What’s	(the	name	of)	your	hometown?	
I	belong	to	Phagwara,	which	a	small	but	beautiful	town	between	Jalandhar	and	Ludhiana.	
	
2. Is	it	a	big	city	or	a	small	place?	
It	is	a	town	with	a	population	of	about	1.5	lakhs.	It	is	on	the	national	highway.	
	
3. Please	describe	your	hometown	a	little.	
My	hometown	is	very	beautiful.	All	facilities	are	available	here.	There	are	good	educational	
facilities,	good	hospitals,	good	job	opportunities	and	already	good	shopping	center.	
	
4. How	long	have	you	been	living	there?	
I	have	been	living	there	since	my	birth.		
	
5. Do	you	like	your	hometown?	
Yes,	I	love	my	hometown.		
	
6. Do	you	like	living	there?	
Yes,	I	like	living	there.	
	
7. Would	you	say	it’s	an	interesting	place?	
Yes,	I	would	say	it	is	an	interesting	place.	The	shopping	center	is	very	nice.	In	fact	it	is	called	
a	shoppers	paradise.	There	are	many	historical	places.	There	are	three	Sikh	temples.	
	
8. What	do	you	like	(most)	about	your	hometown?	
I	 like	everything	about	my	hometown,	but	what	 I	 like	the	most	 is	 that	 it	does	on	the	main	
road	and	so	it	is	well	connected	by	roadways	and	railways	
	
9. What’s	your	favorite	part	of	your	hometown?	
My	favorite	part	of	my	hometown	is	a	park,	where	I	go	every	morning	for	my	morning	walk.	
	
10. Is	there	anything	you	dislike	about	it?	
As	such	there	is	nothing	I	dislike	about	my	hometown,	but	yes,	the	drainage	system	could	be	
improved.	Whenever	there	is	rainfall	there	is	a	lot	of	water	logging	on	the	roads.	
	
11. Do	you	think	you	will	continue	living	there	for	long	time?	
Yes,	 I	think	I	would	continue	living	there	for	a	 long	time.	I	wish	to	go	abroad	for	sometime	
for	my	higher	education,	but	would	definitely	like	to	come	back	here.	
	
12. Are	there	any	tourist	attractions	in	your	hometown?	
Yes,	 there	are	 two	Sikh	 temples,	dedicated	 to	 the	sixth	guru	of	Sikhs.	 	There	 is	an	ancient	
Shiva	Temple		and	there	is	a	famous	hotel	Haveli,		which	is	very	popular	among	the	tourists.	
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13. Did	your	friends	also	grow	up	in	the	same	place	as	you?	
Yes,	most	of	my	school	friends	grew	up	in	the	same	place.	
	
14. Would	you	like	to	live	there	in	the	future?	
Yes,	I	would	like	to	live	there	in	the	future	because	it’s	a	beautiful	place.	
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Set	12	–	Watch	
	

1. How	often	do	you	wear	a	watch?	
I	 don’t	 wear	 a	 watch	 very	 often.	 I	 check	 the	 time	 on	 my	 cellphone.	 I	 wear	 watches	
occasionally.		
OR	I	wear	a	watch	every	day,	to	check	the	time.	
	

2. What	was	your	first	watch	like?	
My	 first	 watch	 was	 a	 basic	 children’s	 watch.	 It	 was	 a	 gift	 from	 my	 parents	 on	 my	 5th	
birthday.	It	was	digital	and	was	pink/black/blue	in	color.		
	

3. What	kinds	of	watches	do	you	like	to	wear?	
I	like	to	wear	watches	that	match	my	outfit	and	also	on	which,	it	is	easy	to	check	the	time.	
	

4. Do	people	still	wear	watches	in	your	country?	
Yes,	 people	 in	 my	 country	 still	 wear	 watches.	 There	 are	many	 national	 and	 international	
brands	available	in	my	country.		
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Set	13	–	Visitors	
	

1. Do	you	often	invite	friends	to	visit	your	home?	
Yes,	I	like	to	invite	friends	to	visit	my	home.	Sometimes	we	have	get-togethers	at	home	and	
sometimes	when	we	have	to	study	or	make	a	project,	I	invite	my	friends	over.		
	

2. Do	you	like	visitors	coming	to	your	home?	
Yes,	I	like	visitors	coming	to	my	home.	Its	good	to	have	relatives	and	friends	come	over	and	
we	can	spend	quality	time	with	each	other.		
	

3. Do	people	often	visit	you	at	your	home?	
Yes,	people	visit	me	at	home	quite	often.	We	have	an	extended	family	system	that	we	follow	
and	a	lot	of	my	relatives	live	in	the	same	city.	Also,	sometimes	my	friends	and	neighbors	also	
visit	us	at	home.		
	

4. How	often	do	visitors	come	to	your	home?	
Visitors	come	to	my	home	very	often,	in	fact	twice	or	thrice	a	week.		
	

5. When	do	visitors	come	to	your	home?	
When	someone	has	 to	visit,	 they	usually	call	ahead	and	come.	There	are	no	specific	 times	
when	people	visit	us	at	home.		
	

6. Do	you	prefer	to	have	friends	visit	you,	or	relatives?	
I	 like	 having	 both	my	 friends	 and	 relatives	 visit	me.	 These	 days	 everyone	 is	 busy	 on	 their	
routines	and	so,	when	anyone	visits	me,	it’s	a	good	way	to	spend	quality	time	with	them.		
	

7. What	do	you	usually	do	together	with	your	visitors?	
When	we	have	 visitors	 over,	we	usually	 sit	 and	 chat,	 discuss	 the	day’s	 happenings	 or	 any	
social	 or	 national	 issues.	 Sometimes	 we	 share	 jokes	 and	 have	 a	 good	 laugh	 and	 all	 this	
happens	usually	over	of	a	cup	of	 tea	or	coffee	and	some	snacks.	Sometimes	we	also	have	
visitors	over	for	lunch	or	dinner.		
	

8. When	someone	visits	you,	how	do	you	usually	show	hospitality	(or,	entertain	them)?	
Hospitality	towards	visitors	is	in	our	culture.	In	India,	guests	are	treated	like	God.	We	show	
our	 hospitality	 by	making	 them	 feel	 comfortable	 and	 offering	 them	 drinks	 and	 snacks	 or	
food,	depending	on	the	time	of	the	day.	
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Set	14	–	Dream	
	

1. Do	you	often	have	dreams	at	night?	
Yes,	I	often	have	dreams	at	night.	Sometimes	I	have	very	pleasant	dreams,	and	sometimes	
I	have	bad	dreams.	But	I’m	not	really	superstitious	about	these	dreams.	
	

2. Have	you	had	a	bad	dream	before?	
Yes,	many	times	I	have	bad	dreams.	But	I	have	never	seen	them	turn	into	reality.	
	

3. What	was	the	strangest	dream	you	have	had?	
The	strangest	dream	I	had	was	that	I	am	going	for	my	exam,	and	things	are	going	wrong	
and	I	cant	reach,	and	then	I	get	up	and	feel	so	relieved	that	it	was	a	dream.	
	

4. What	do	you	usually	dream	about?	
I	dream	about	weird	 things.	Sometimes	 I	am	 in	Canada	 in	my	dreams	and	sometimes	 in	
America.	My	relatives	have	told	me	a	lot	about	Canada	and	USA,	and	I	keep	picturing	them	
in	my	dreams.	
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Set	15	–	Colours	
	

1 What	colours	do	you	like?	
I	like	all	colors	but	red	is	my	favorite	color.	
	

2 What	is	the	most	popular	colour	in	India?	
India	is	a	vast	country.	It	is	difficult	to	generalize	one	color	as	the	most	popular	color.	I	think	
all	colors	are	equally	popular,	but	the	three	colors	off	a	national	flag	are	the	most	popular.	
Green	stands	far	prosperity,	saffron	stands	for	sacrifice	and	white	stands	for	peace.	
	

3 Do	you	like	to	wear	dark	or	bright	colours?	
I	like	to	dark	or	bright	colors	in	winters,	but	in	summers	I	like	to	wear	light	shades.	
	

4 Do	colours	affect	your	mood?	
Yes,	colors	affect	my	mood.	When	 I	 see	you	bright	colors	 I	 feel	energetic,	but	 light	shades	
make	me	feel	calm.	
	

5 Did	color	matter	to	you	when	you	were	a	child?	
Yes,	colour	mattered	to	me	when	I	was	a	child.	My	mother	tells	me	I	always	wanted	things	in	
red	colour.	My	school	bag	was	always	red	and	my	clothes	also	had	shades	of	red.		
	

6 Does	color	matter	when	you	buy	things?	
Yes,	 definitely.	 Colour	 is	 very	 important	 while	 shopping.	 I	 like	 my	 clothes	 in	 light	 pastel	
shades	but	household	items	like	bed	sheets	and	dinner	sets	in	bright	shades.	
	

7 Which	color	you	don’t	like	to	have	in	your	home?	
I	like	all	colours	but	I	wouldn’t	like	grey	on	the	walls	of	my	house	because	I	find	grey	to	be	a	
dull	colour.		
	

8 What	is	the	difference	between	men’s	and	women’s	preference	on	colours?	
There	are	no	gender	differences	nowadays.	Both	men	and	women	wear	on	types	of	colors.	
	

9 Have	you	ever	seen	a	rainbow?	
Yes,	 I	have	 seen	a	 rainbow	many	 times.	 It	 looks	very	beautiful.	Generally,	 it	 is	 seen	 in	 the	
rainy	 season.	 There	 are	 seven	 colors	 in	 the	 rainbow	 –	 violet,	 indigo,	 Blue,	 Green,	 yellow,	
Orange	and	 red.	 I	 feel	 really	happy	when	 I	 see	a	 rainbow.	 In	Hindu	mythology,	 it	 is	 called	
Indradhanush,	or	the	bow	of	the	Lord	indra,	the	Lord	of	thunder	and	lightning.	
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Set	16	–	Family	
	

1. How	often	do	you	meet	with	your	family?	
I	stay	with	my	family.	I	meet	my	family	members	every	day.	
	

2. How	do	you	spend	the	time	with	your	family?		
I	spend	time	with	family	in	many	ways.	We	eat	together,	cook	together,	watch	TV	together	
and	do	many	things	together.	
	

3. Do	you	want	to	live	with	your	family	in	the	future?	
Yes,	definitely.	My	family	is	my	life	Even	though	I	go	to	some	foreign	country	temporarily,	I	
finally	want	to	be	with	my	family.	
	

4. Are	you	close	to	all	of	your	family	members?	
Yes,	we	are	a	very	close-knit	family.		
	

5. How	has	your	family	influenced	you?	
My	family	has	influenced	me	in	many	ways.	We	depend	on	each	other	for	many	things.	We	
guide	each	other	from	time	to	time	and	we	do	many	things	together.	
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Set	17	–	Friends	
1. Do	you	have	many	friends?	

Yes,	I	have	many	friends,	but	only	a	few	close	friends.	
	

2. How	often	do	you	talk	to	your	friends?	
I	talk	to	my	friends	every	day.	By	best	friend	is	also	my	neighbour.	We	are	together	most	of	
the	time.	
	

3. How	do	you	communicate	with	your	friends?	
I	communicate	face-to-face	and	also	through	cell	phone	and	apps	like	Whatsapp.	
	

4. What	do	you	think	makes	people	have	a	long	friendship?	
Mutual	 understanding	 makes	 people	 have	 a	 long	 friendship.	 If	 people	 can	 tolerate	 each	
other’s	shortcomings	and	be	simple	and	straight	forward,	then	friendships	can	be	for	a	long	
time.		
	

5. Does	it	make	things	easier	in	a	friendship	if	you	have	similar	interests?	
Yes,	 definitely.	With	 similar	 interests	 friends	 can	 spend	 time	 together	 and	 not	 get	 bored.	
They	will	also	have	similar	topics	for	discussion.	In	a	lasting	friendship	it	is	very	essential	that	
your	likes	and	dislikes	are	similar.	
	

6. How	do	people	make	friends	now?	
Now	a	days,	people	make	friends	through	internet	by	joining	social	networking	sites	like	face	
book,	twitter	and	whatsapp.	
	

7. Do	you	think	we	meet	new	people	differently	now	than	in	the	past?	
Yes,	 definitely.	 Nowadays,	 we	 meet	 new	 people	 through	 internet	 by	 joining	 social	
networking	sites	 like	face	book,	twitter	and	whatsapp.	Earlier,	people	had	lots	of	free	time	
and	they	made	friends	by	meeting	personally.	
	

8. Is	friendship	(=	are	friends)	important	to	you?	(Why?/Why	not?)		
Yes,	 friends	 are	 very	 important	 for	 me.	 I	 can	 share	 all	 my	 feelings	 with	 them,	 and	 they	
understand	me	very	well	because	they	are	mostly	my	age.	
	

9. Do	you	prefer	to	spend	time	with	friends	or	spend	time	alone?	(Why?)		
I	prefer	to	spend	time	with	my	friends.	I	love	their	company	and	I	enjoy	with	them.	
	

10. What	kind	of	people	do	you	like	to	have	as	friends?	
I	 like	my	friends	to	be	honest,	trustworthy,	helpful	and	intelligent.	 I	also	like	friends	with	a	
good	sense	of	humor.	
	

11. Do	you	like	to	spend	time	with	friends?	(Why?)		
Yes,	 I	 like	 to	 spend	 time	with	 friends	because	 I	 enjoy	 their	 company.	 I	 like	 to	 go	out	with	
them	for	movies,	for	shopping	and	for	walks.	
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12. What	do	you	and	your	friends	do	together?	
We	 study	 together,	 go	 for	walks	 together,	watch	movies	 together	 and	 sometimes	eat	out	
together.	
	

13. What	do	your	friends	think	of	you?	(Do	your	friends	think	that	you	are	a	good	friend?	Why?)	
I	think	my	friends	like	me.	We	spend	a	lot	of	time	together	and	they	never	seem	bored.	I	am	
honest	and	straightforward	with	them.	So	I	think	they	like	me.	
	

14. Are	friends	more	important	than	family?	(Why?)	
Friends	and	family	both	are	important.	But,	I	think	Family	is	definitely	more	important	than	
friends.	Friends	can	turn	out	to	be	fair-weather	friends	but	family	is	always	with	you	in	your	
good	times	and	bad	times.	It	has	been	rightly	said	that	in	prosperity	your	friends	know	you,	
but	in	adversity	you	know	your	friends.	
	

15. How	do	Indian	people	make	friends?	(=	where,	in	what	situations,	e.g.	at	school	&	at	work.)	
Indian	people	make	friends	in	schools,	colleges,	while	travelling,	during	family	get-togethers,	
during	outings	and	in	many	other	ways.	Now	a	days	making	online	friends	has	also	become	
very	popular.	
	

16. Do	adults	and	children	make	friends	in	the	same	way?	
Adults	and	children	do	not	make	friends	and	the	same	way.	Children	are	very	innocent	and	
make	 friends	 from	the	heart.	They	don’t	 judge	a	person	before	making	 friends.	Adults,	on	
the	other	hand,	are	very	calculative.	They	make	 friends	after	 judging	whether	 that	person	
could	be	helpful	to	them	or	not.	
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Set	18	–	Advertisement	
	(	also	refer	to	the	follow	ups	of	the	cue	card	on	advertisement)	

1. Are	there	many	advertisements	in	your	country	
Yes,	there	are	too	many	advertisements	in	our	daily	lives.	In	fact	advertising	has	become	an	
industry.	It	has	become	the	backbone	of	many	economies	of	the	world.	Ads	are	ubiquitous	
nowadays.	We	see	ads	on	TV,	newspapers,	hoardings	and	flyers.	We	also	get	ads	through	
the	radio,	cell	phone	and	the	Internet.		
	

2. Why	do	you	think	there	are	so	many	advertisements	now?	
There	 are	 so	 many	 advertisements	 because	 there	 are	 many	 products,	 and	 the	
manufacturing	companies	are	competing	with	each	other.	They	have	to	advertise	to	stay	in	
the	race.	So	we	have	an	advertisement	for	almost	each	and	every	product	that	is	available.	
	

3. What	are	the	various	places	where	we	see	advertisements?	
Advertisements	are	all	around	us.	We	have	advertisements	 in	newspapers,	magazines,	on	
TV,	on	radio	and	on	the	Internet.	
	

4. How	do	you	feel	about	advertisements?	
I	 feel	 that	 advertisements	 are	 a	 necessity.	 Apart	 from	 telling	 us	 about	 products	 they	 are	
also	telling	us	about	the	working	of	these	products.	Ads	also	touch	social	issues.	However,	I	
also	feel	that	ads	are	very	disturbing	at	times.	
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Set	19	–	Art	
	

1. Do	you	like	art?	
Yes,	 I	 like	art.	Art	gives	meaning	to	 life.	Art	 is	what	differentiates	us	from	animals.	 I	 like	all	
sorts	of	art.	I	like	drawing	and	painting.	I	also	liked	performing	arts	like	music	and	dance.	
	

2. Do	you	think	art	classes	are	necessary?	{Why?)	
Yes,	I	think	art	classes	are	very	necessary.	Art	brings	out	peoples	creativity.	Art	preserves	our	
culture	and	tradition.	
	

3. How	do	you	think	art	classes	affect	children’s	development?	
Art	classes	affect	children’s	development	in	many	ways.		Art	brings	out	the	hidden	creativity	
of	children.	Art	 is	a	form	of	communication.	People	can	convay	their	feelings	through	their	
paintings	and	through	their	songs.	
	

4. What	kind	of	paintings	do	Indian	people	like?	
Indian	people	like	different	kinds	of	paintings.	It	is	a	matter	of	personal	choice.	Some	people	
like	portraits,	some	like	paintings	of	 landscapes,	some	like	the	traditional	forms	of	painting	
and	some	like	the	modern	art	forms.		
	

5. What	can	you	learn	from	western	paintings?	
We	 can	 learn	 many	 things	 from	 western	 paintings,	 in	 fact	 from	 any	 form	 of	 art	 from	
anywhere.	Sometimes	 it	 is	 related	to	a	culture,	sometimes	 it	maybe	someone’s	expression	
of	their	perspective,	sometimes	it’s	a	social	message	and	we	can	also	learn	about	the	types	
of	material	(canvas,	paints,	etc.)	used	to	create	that	work	of	art.		
	

6. What	benefits	can	you	get	from	painting	as	a	hobby?	
Painting	as	a	hobby	can	bring	out	your	hidden	talent.	Painting	can	relax	you.	You	can	even	
sell	your	paintings	and	earn	money.	You	can	also	gift	your	painting	to	someone	you	love.	
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Set	20	–	Bags	
	

1. Do	you	like	bags?	
Yes,	 I	 like	 bags.	 I	 have	 different	 bags	 for	 different	 occasions.	 I	 carry	 a	 backpack	 to	 my	
school/college/classes,	 as	 I	 can	 easily	 carry	my	 books	 in	 it.	 I	 have	 special	 bags	 for	 formal	
occasions,	shopping	and	everyday	use.		
	

2. What	types	of	bags	do	you	like?	
I	like	bags	that	are	easy	to	carry,	like	backpacks,	sling	bags	and	totes,	and	I	can	use	such	bags	
to	easily	accommodate	the	things	I	need.	I	also	like	bags	that	have	a	few	compartments,	so	
that	I	can	keep	my	things	organized.		
	

3. Do	you	usually	carry	a	bag	(when	you	go	out)?	
Yes,	 I	 usually	 carry	 a	 bag	 when	 I	 go	 out,	 however,	 the	 type	 of	 bags	 I	 use	 for	 different	
occasions	vary.		
	

4. What	types	of	bags	do	you	use	(in	your	everyday	life)?	
5. (Similar	 to	 above)	 	Do	 you	 have	 different	 bags	 for	 different	 occasions	 (or,	 different	

purposes)?	
Yes,	I	have	different	bags	for	different	occasions.	I	use	a	backpack	when	I	go	for	my	classes,	
for	formal	occasions	I	have	formal	bags,	for	shopping	I	use	totes	and	sometimes	I	use	a	sling	
bag	when	I	don’t	have	to	shop	and	the	occasion	is	not	formal.		
	

6. What	do	you	put	in	these	bags?	
For	my	classes	or	when	I	go	to	school/college	I	usually	carry	books	and	stationary	in	my	bag.	
When	 going	 for	 shopping	 I	 carry	 my	 wallet,	 cellphone,	 and	 a	 bottle	 of	 water	 and	 when	
travelling	 I	also	put	medicines	and	a	book	or	a	magazine	 in	my	bag.	On	 formal	occasions	 I	
carry	only	my	wallet	and	my	cellphone.		
	

7. What	sorts	of	bags	do	women	like	to	buy?	
I	 don’t	 think	 it	 can	 be	 generalized,	 as	 it	 depends	 on	 the	 individual	 choice	 of	 the	women.	
Some	women	 like	 big	 bags	 and	 some	 like	 smaller	 ones,	 some	 always	 use	 a	 sling	 bag	 and	
some	 like	 a	 particular	 color	 or	 material	 of	 bags.	 Some	 women	 also	 choose	 bags	 from	 a	
particular	brand.		
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Set	21	–	Books	
	

1. How	often	do	you	read?	
I	 like	to	read	quite	often.	 I	 read	magazines	and	newspapers	and	my	textbooks.	Apart	 from	
that	 I	 have	 read	 a	 few	 novels	 by	 Amrita	 Pritam.	 I	 have	 read	 her	 Pinjar,	 which	 means	
skeleton.	
	

2. Do	you	have	many	books	at	home?	
No,	I	do	not	have	any	books	at	home.	I	only	have	my	textbooks	at	home.	
	

3. Do	Indian	people	do	enough	reading?	
Yes,	 Indian	 people	 do	 a	 lot	 of	 reading.	 	 They	 read	 magazines,	 newspapers,	 fiction	 and	
nonfiction	such	as	biographies	and	autobiographies.	
	

4. Do	Indian	people	like	to	read?	
(similar	to	above)	
	

5. What	kind	of	people	like	reading	and	what	kind	of	people	don't	like	reading	very	much?	
People	who	 are	 literate	 like	 to	 read.	 	Many	 people	 don’t	 like	 reading	 because	 they	 don’t	
have	interest	in	reading.	
	

6. What	type	of	books	children	read	nowadays?	
Nowadays,	generally	speaking,	the	reading	habit	of	the	children	is	on	the	decline.	Whatever	
books	 they	 read	 are	 based	 on	 fantasy,	 fiction	 and	 supernatural	 characters	 like	 Barbie,	
superman	and	shaktiman.	
50	years	ago	–	Children	 read	a	 lot.	They	 read	moral	and	spiritual	books.	They	 read	animal	
stories.	
After	50	years	–	I	do	not	think	they	will	do	any	reading.	All	the	time	will	be	spent	in	front	of	
computers.	
	

7. Do	you	think	children	have	lost	their	interest	in	stories?	
No,	 I	don’t	 think	that	children	have	 lost	 their	 interest	 in	stories.	However,	 the	stories	 they	
read	today	are	very	different	from	the	past.	
	

8. Can	story	books	be	an	ideal	gift	for	children?	
Yes,	definitely!	Story	books	can	be	an	ideal	gift	for	children.	They	can	help	the	child	imagine	
the	characters	in	the	mind	which	is	the	first	step	to	creativity.	Another	important	benefit	is	
that	we	can	impart	the	knowledge	of	culture,	tradition,	moral	values	and	religion	in	the	mind	
of	the	child.	This	forms	the	basis	of	the	child’s	personality.	Finally,	story	books	enhance	the	
curiosity	of	the	child	and	enhance	their	mental	growth.	
	

9. What	can	be	done	to	encourage	the	habit	of	reading	among	children?	
A	lot	can	be	done	to	encourage	the	habit	of	reading	among	children.	The	first	and	foremost	
step	would	be	to	make	books	available.	There	should	be	good	libraries	in	the	schools	as	well	
as	in	neighbourhoods.	Story	telling	competitions	could	be	organised.	If	children	have	to	take	
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part	in	these	competitions,	then	naturally,	they	would	be	encouraged	to	read	books.	Finally,	
books	could	be	made	more	interesting	by	adding	graphics.		
	

10. How	does	reading	help	a	child?	
Reading	helps	to	improve	concentration.	It	also	helps	to	improve	general	knowledge.	It	also	
improves	the	language	skills	and	satisfies	the	curiosity	of	children	on	various	things.		
	

11. What	sort	of	books	can	be	suggested	to	children	to	read?	
Children	should	be	encouraged	to	read	religious	and	historical	books.	They	should	also	read	
biographies	and	autobiographies	of	famous	people	so	that	they	get	motivation	from	them.	
They	should	also	be	encouraged	to	read	books	on	science	and	technology.	However,	these	
books	should	be	made	very	interesting	by	adding	pictures.		
	

12. How	much	should	a	child	read	every	day?	
A	 child	 should	 read	half	 to	 one	hour	 daily.	 I	 think	 that	would	 be	 enough	 considering	 that	
they	have	to	go	to	school	and	do	their	homework	as	well.		
	

13. What	is	the	difference	between	the	books	sold	in	the	past	and	the	books	sold	nowadays?	
In	 the	 past,	 books	 related	 to	 culture,	 tradition,	 religion	 and	 history	were	 sold.	Nowadays,	
books	are	mostly	based	on	fiction	and	fantasy.		
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Set	22	–	Celebrity	
	

1. Who	is	your	favorite	celebrity	in	India?	
My	favorite	celebrity	 in	India	is	Amir	Khan.	He’s	an	actor	par	excellence.	Recently	I	saw	his	
movie	Dangal,	which	I	liked	very	much.	
	

2. Do	you	like	any	foreign	celebrities?	
Yes,	I	like	some	cricketers	of	Australia	and	South	Africa.	
	

3. Would	you	want	to	be	a	celebrity	in	the	future?	
No,	I	would	not	want	to	be	a	celebrity	in	the	future.	I	am	happy	with	the	quiet	and	peaceful	
life	of	a	commoner.	
	

4. Do	you	think	we	should	respect	famous	people’s	privacy?	
Yes,	we	 should	 respect	 famous	people’s	 privacy.	 They	have	 a	 right	 to	 their	 privacy.	 It	 can	
affect	their	performance	if	anyone	invades	their	private	life.	
	

5. How	do	celebrities	influence	their	fans	in	India‘?	
Celebrities	are	role	models	for	their	fans.	People	like	to	follow	their	celebrity,	and	do	what	
they	do.	
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Set	23	–	Chocolate	
	

1. How	often	do	you	eat	chocolate?	
I	do	not	eat	chocolate	very	often.	I	eat	chocolate	once	or	twice	a	month.	Usually	I	like	dark	
chocolate,	which	is	not	very	sweet.	
	

2. What’s	your	favorite	flavor?	
My	favorite	flavor	is	Cadbury’s	dark	delight.	
	

3. ls	chocolate	expensive	in	India?	
Yes	 chocolate	 is	 expensive	 in	 India,	 especially	 the	 chocolate	 of	 foreign	 brands,	 which	 is	
available	here.	
	

4. When	was	the	first	time	you	ate	chocolate?	
I	don’t	remember	exactly,	but	I	have	been	eating	chocolate	since	I	was	very	small.	
	

5. ls	chocolate	popular	in	India?	
Yes,	 chocolate	 is	 very	 popular	 in	 India.	 We	 can	 get	 all	 varieties	 of	 Indian	 and	 imported	
chocolate.	
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Set	24	–	Outdoor	activities	
	

1. What	do	you	do	in	your	spare	time?	
I	 do	many	 things	 in	my	 spare	 time.	 I	 watch	 TV,	 listen	music	 and	 do	 a	 little	 bit	 of	
gardening.	
	

2. Do	you	like	outdoor	activities?	
Yes,	I	like	outdoor	activities.	I	go	for	walks	in	the	morning.		I	play	badminton	at	times	
and	I	also	do	some	gardening.	
	

3. What	outdoor	activities	do	you	(most)	like	to	do?	
(	same	as	above)	
	

4. How	often	do	you	do	that?	
I	do	these	activities	almost	everyday.	
	

5. What	outdoor	sports	do	you	like?	(Why?)	
I	 like	 many	 outdoor	 sports	 such	 as	 cricket	 hockey	 and	 football,	 but	 I	 play	 only	
badminton.	
	

6. How	much	time	do	you	spend	outdoors	every	week?	
I	spend	about	30	to	40	hours	outdoors	every	week.		
	

7. How	often	do	you	do	outdoor	activities?	
I	do	these	outdoor	activities	very	often,	almost	everyday.	
	

8. What	(types	of)	outdoor	activities	are	popular	in	your	country?	
India	 is	 a	 diverse	 country.	 	 All	 types	 of	 outdoor	 activities	 are	 popular.	 But,	 I	 think	
cricket	is	the	most	popular	outdoor	sports.	
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Set	25	–	Photography	
	
1.	Do	you	like	to	take	photographs?	(Why?)	
Yes,	 I	 like	 taking	 photographs.	 Photographs	 are	 the	 memories	 of	 good	 times	 and	 special	
events.	We	can	capture	special	moments,	 interesting	things	or	beautiful	sceneries	through	
pictures.	They	are	reminders	of	good	times.		
	
2.	Do	you	prefer	to	take	photos	yourself	or	to	have	other	people	take	photos?	(Why?)	
I	prefer	taking	photos	myself,	as	everyone	has	a	different	way	of	looking	at	things.	Another	
person	may	not	like,	what	I	find	interesting.		
	
3.	How	long	have	you	liked	taking	photographs?	
I	have	 liked	taking	photographs	since	 I	was	a	child.	We	used	to	take	our	camera	to	all	our	
vacations	and	 I	used	 to	be	very	 fascinated	with	 it.	Now	 I	mostly	use	my	cellphone	 to	 take	
pictures.		
	
4.	How	(why)	did	you	become	interested	in	photography?	
I	became	interested	in	photography	because	my	father	was	very	fond	of	taking	pictures	and	
he	 always	 had	 a	 good	 camera.	 We	 used	 to	 take	 a	 camera	 to	 all	 our	 vacations	 and	 take	
pictures.		
	
5.	How	often	do	you	take	photographs?	
I	take	photographs	very	often,	in	fact	almost	everyday.		
	
6.	In	what	situations	do	you	take	photographs?	
I	take	photographs	in	many	situations.	Sometimes	its	during	friends	or	family	get-togethers,	
sometimes	it	is	a	beautiful	scenery,	like	of	the	sky	or	the	sunset	or	when	I	travel	to	another	
city,	I	take	pictures	and	on	many	more	such	situations.		
	
7.	What	kind	of	photos	do	you	like	to	take?	(Why?)	
I	 like	to	take	photos	of	different	things.	Sometimes	 it	 is	a	beautiful	scene,	which	can	be	of	
the	clouds,	sky,	sunrise,	sunset	and	so	on.	Sometimes	I	take	pictures	of	plants	and	animals.	I	
also	like	to	capture	the	different	expressions	on	people’s	faces.		
	
8.	Do	you	prefer	to	take	pictures	of	people	or	of	scenery?	
I	 do	 not	 prefer	 one	 to	 the	 other.	 I	 like	 taking	 pictures	 of	 various	 things,	 sometimes	 it’s	
scenery	and	sometimes	I	like	capturing	a	person’s	expressions.		
	
9.	Who	do	you	take	photos	of?	
I	take	photos	of	family,	relatives,	friends,	my	dogs,	other	animals,	etc.		
	
10.	How	do	you	keep	your	photos?	
I	save	pictures	mostly	 in	online	albums,	 like	Google	photos.	Sometimes,	 I	get	them	printed	
also.		
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11.	Do	you	keep	your	photographs	on	your	computer?	
Yes,	 I	 keep	my	photographs	on	 the	computer.	 I	always	backup	my	phone	photos	onto	 the	
computer.	
	
12.	Are	there	any	photos	on	the	walls	of	your	home?	
Yes,	there	are	photos	on	the	walls	of	my	home.	We	have	pictures	of	all	special	family	events,	
like	birthdays	and	weddings	and	also	of	all	of	us	growing	up	and	at	different	stages	of	our	
lives.		
	
13.	Do	you	frame	(or	have	you	framed)	any	of	your	photos?	(If	yes,	which?	&	why?)	
Yes,	 I	 have	a	 family	photo	 framed.	 It	 is	 from	my	 sister’s	wedding.	All	 five	members	of	my	
family	are	there	in	this	picture	together	and	everyone	is	looking	cheerful	and	happy.	It	is	one	
of	my	favorite	photographs.		
	
14.	Do	 you	prefer	 to	 send	postcards	 to	 people	 or	 to	 send	photos	 that	 you	 took	 yourself?	
(Why?)	
I	prefer	to	send	photographs	I	took	myself,	as	they	are	a	way	to	share	your	experiences	with	
your	near	and	dear	ones	and	letting	them	know	that	you	are	thinking	of	them.	
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Set	26	–	Television	and	Radio	
	

1. What	kind	of	entertainment	do	you	prefer,	TV	or	radio?	(Why?)	
I	pay	for	TV	to	radio	because	TV	 is	both	audio	as	well	as	visual.	 I	 listen	to	radio	only	while	
traveling.	
	

2. How	are	radio	programs	and	television	programs	different?	
While	 listening	 to	 radio	 you	 can	 do	 other	 things	 such	 as	 cooking	 and	 driving.	 This	 is	 not	
possible	while	watching	TV.	Radio	programs	are	cheaper	as	you	do	not	have	to	subscribe	to	
radio	channels.	Watching	television	is	costlier	in	comparison.	Radio	programs	have	only	the	
audio	component	whereas	TV	is	audio	as	well	as	visual.	
	

3. What	programs	do	you	like	to	watch/listen	to?	
I	 like	 to	watch	 sitcoms	 like	 comedy	night	with	 Kapil.	 I	 also	watch	 some	daily	 soaps,	 some	
sports	channels	and	news	programs.	
OR	
I	 listen	 radio	Mirchi	 	and	 other	 such	 radio	 channels	 from	where	 I	 can	 listen	 to	 the	 latest	
songs.	
	

4. When	do	you	watch	TV/listen	to	the	radio?			
I	 watch	 TV	mostly	 in	 the	 evenings.	 At	 that	 time	 we	 all	 family	 members	 sit	 together	 and	
watch	some	sitcoms	or	news	channels.	
I	listen	to	radio	only	when	I’m	traveling	with	my	parents	in	our	car.	
	

5. In	India,	has	television/radio	changed	much	in	recent	years?			
Television	 has	 changed	 a	 lot	 in	 the	 recent	 years.	Many	 new	 channels	 and	 programs	 have	
been	 added.	 High-definition	 TV	 has	 become	 very	 popular.	 You	 can	 also	 watch	 some	 TV	
shows	of	other	countries	almost	at	the	same	time.	
In	the	radio	also	many	new	channels	have	been	added.	So	there	is	an	improvement	in	both	
TV	and	radio.	
	

6. How	do	you	think	TV/radio	broadcasts	in	India	could	be	improved?			
Some	 new	 shows	 on	 education	 could	 be	 added.	 Otherwise	 I’m	 quite	 happy	 with	 the	 TV	
programs	and	the	radio	broadcasts.	
	

7. Do	you	prefer	TV	news	or	news	on	the	radio?	(Why?)		
I	 prefer	news	on	TV	 to	news	on	 radio.	 This	 is	 because	TV	has	both	 the	audio	as	well	 as	 a	
visual	component.	
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Set	27	–	Teacher	(More	questions	with	sample	answers	in	the	
end)	
	

1. What	kind	of	teachers	do	you	like	best?	
I	like	teachers	who	are	friendly	and	have	patience;	who	do	not	get	mad	at	me	when	I	don’t	
understand	anything.	I	like	teachers	who	have	depth	of	knowledge	of	the	subject,	and	who	
have	good	communication	skills	to	teach	well.	
	

2. Who	was	your	favorite	teacher	when	you	were	young?	
When	 I	was	 young	Mrs.	 Promilla	was	my	 favorite	 teacher.	 She	used	 to	 teach	me	maths.	 I	
remember	I	used	to	be	very	weak	at	Maths,	but	Mrs.	Promilla	taught	us	so	well	that	Maths	
became	my	favorite	subject.	
	

3. Would	you	want	to	be	a	teacher	in	the	future?	
Yes,	 I	 would	 definitely	 want	 to	 be	 a	 teacher	 in	 the	 future.	 I	 think	 I	 have	 the	 patience.	
Moreover,	teaching	is	a	very	lucrative	profession	nowadays.	
	

4. Have	you	ever	had	bad	teachers	before?	
No,	I	have	never	had	bad	teachers	in	my	life.	All	my	teachers	have	been	very	nice.	
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Set	28	–	Newspapers	
	

1. Do	you	often	read	newspapers?	
Yes,	 I	 often	 read	 newspapers.	 I	 read	 the	 newspaper	 every	 day.	 I	 come	 to	 know	 what	 is	
happening	around	me	and	in	the	world.	
	

2. Which	do	you	prefer	reading,	magazines	or	newspapers?	
I	prefer	reading	newspapers	because	I	like	to	know	what	is	happening	around	me.	
	

3. What	kinds	of	(types	of)	newspapers	(or	magazines)	do	you	usually	read?	
My	father	has	subscribed	to	the	Tribune.	So	I	read	that	daily.		It	is	a	National	newspaper,	but	
has	a	maximum	circulation	in	Punjab.	
	

4. How	old	were	you	when	you	first	started	to	read	newspapers?	
I	 remember	 I	was	 10	 years	 old	when	 I	 started	 reading	 the	 newspaper.	 I	 started	 from	 the	
sports	section.	
	

5. Do	you	think	it's	important	to	read	newspapers?	(Why?/Why	not?)	
It	is	very	important	to	read	newspapers.	We	feel	connected	with	the	whole	world.	
	

6. Why	do	(you	think)	people	read	newspapers?	
People	 read	 newspapers	 to	 know	 what	 is	 happening	 around	 them.	 They	 also	 read	
newspapers	 for	 the	 international	 news.	 They	 also	 read	 newspapers	 for	 the	 employment	
advertisements	and	matrimonial.	
	

7. What	different	types	of	newspaper	are	there	in	India?	
There	 are	 broadsheets	 and	 tabloids.	 There	 are	 newspapers	 in	 English,	 Hindi,	 Punjabi	 and	
other	regional	languages.	
	

8. Do	you	care	about	the	news?	
Yes,	 I	care	about	the	news.	 I	 think	news	 is	very	 important.	We	should	be	aware	of	what	 is	
happening	around	us	and	in	the	whole	world.	
	

9. Is	the	news	important	(to	you)?	
(same	as	above)	
	

10. What	kinds	of	news	do	Indian	people	read	in	newspapers?	
Indian	 people	 like	 to	 read	 fall	 types	 of	 news.	 They	 read	 local	 news,	 National	 news,	
International	news,	Sports	news	and	many	other	news.	
	

11. Do	you	prefer	to	read	about	domestic	(or	local)	news	or	international	news?	(Why?)	
I	like	to	read	domestic	news	as	well	as	international	news.	
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12. What	are	some	methods	that	newspapers	use	to	attract	readers?	

Some	newspapers	use	colourful	graphics.	Some	use	very	bold	headlines.	Some	newspapers	
add	puzzles	like	Sudoku	and	crossword	puzzles	to	attractive	readers.	
	

13. What	influence	do	you	think	newspapers	have	on	society?	
Newspapers	have	a	lot	of	effect	on	society.	They	shape	people’s	opinions.	Through	letters	to	
the	editor	they	are	a	link	between	the	government	and	people.	They	also	entertain	us.	
	

14. Do	you	think	the	Internet	is	a	good	way	to	get	news?	
Yes,	the	Internet	is	a	really	good	way	to	get	the	news	nowadays.	People	subscribe	to	the	e-
newspapers.	There	are	many	apps	off	 the	TV	News	channels,	which	help	 the	people	 to	be	
updated	all	the	time.	
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Set	29	–	Mirrors	
	

1. How	often	do	you	look	at	yourself	in	the	mirror	everyday	
I	look	at	the	mirror	at	least	once	a	day	when	I	go	out	for	my	work.	Apart	from	that	whenever	
I	get	a	chance	I	flatter	myself	by	looking	at	the	mirror.	I	think	if	you	are	a	confident	person,	
looking	at	the	mirror	always	boosts	your	confidence		
	

2. Have	you	ever	bought	mirrors?	
Yes,	 I	bought	a	beautiful	mirror	when	 I	went	 to	 Jodhpur	 last	month,	 it	has	a	nice	wooden	
frame	and	a	clear	mirror	to	look	at.	It	also	has	carving	on	the	frame	
	

3. Would	you	use	Mirrors	to	decorate	rooms?	
Yes	 I	would	 like	to	use	Mirrors	to	decorate	the	rooms.	Mirrors	add	space	to	the	room	and	
also	enhance	 the	 lighting	effect.	My	 interior	decorator	 friend	also	 recommended	 it	 for	my	
study	room	recently.	
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Set	30	–	Robots	
	

1. Do	you	like	robots?	
Yes	I	like	robots	as	they	can	do	so	much	for	you	these	days.	There	are	simple	robots	to	clean	
the	houses	and	sophisticated	ones	to	perform	surgeries.	
	

2. What	kind	of	robot	would	you	like	to	have	
Recently	I	have	heard	about	a	robot	that	cleans	your	room	I	would	like	to	process	one.	It	is	
like	an	automatic	vacuum	cleaner	that	picks	up	the	dirt	from	all	the	looks	and	corners	
	

3. Will	robots	change	society	significantly?	
Yes,	robots	will	changes	in	society.	In	fact	they	have	already	done	so,	most	of	the	jobs	that	
were	 done	 manually	 earlier	 are	 performed	 with	 the	 help	 of	 robotics	 and	 with	 more	
precision.	
No	I	don't	think	robot	will	change	the	society	it	will	only	changed	the	way	we	work		
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Set	31	–	Gifts	(also	refer	to	follow	ups	of	cue	card	on	gifts)	
	

1. What	is	the	importance	of	gifts?	
Gifts	are	gestures	of	love.	They	strengthen	bonds	of	friendship.	Gifts	make	the	recipient	feel	
special.		
	

2. Is	there	any	pressure	on	us	to	buy	presents?	
As	such,	there	is	no	pressure	on	us	to	buy	presents.	But	sometimes	when	we	receive	costly	
presents	 then	 there	 is	 a	 pressure	 to	 reciprocate	 in	 the	 same	 way.	 Then	 it	 may	 cause	
pressure.	 I	believe	that	gifts	should	be	 just	gestures	of	 love.	Too	costly	gifts	should	not	be	
there.		
Nowadays,	we	belong	to	a	consumerist	society.	There	are	so	many	choices	of	gifts.	This	may	
seem	good	to	some,	but	I	often	get	confused	when	it	comes	to	selecting	a	gift.		
	

3. How	often	do	you	buy	others	gifts?	
I	buy	gifts	very	often.	I	buy	gifts	for	my	friends	and	siblings,	but	I	don’t	buy	expensive	gifts.	I	
am	not	earning	yet.	So,	my	budget	is	restricted	to	my	pocket	money	only.	
	

4. Do	you	like	to	send	expensive	gifts?	
No,	 I	 don’t	 buy	 expensive	 gifts.	 I	 am	 not	 earning	 yet.	 So,	 my	 budget	 is	 restricted	 to	 my	
pocket	money	only.	
	

5. What	kinds	of	gifts	are	popular	in	your	country?	
All	 sorts	of	gifts	are	popular	 in	my	country.	People	buy	gifts	according	 to	 their	 choice	and	
pocket.	
	

6. Why	do	people	send	gifts?	
Gifts	are	tokens	of	love.	They	give	happiness	to	the	giver	and	receiver	both.	
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Set	32	–	Shoes	
	

1. How	often	do	you	buy	shoes?	
For	me	comfort	of	shoes	is	more	important	than	the	looks,	so	whenever	I	find	a	pair	of	shoes	
that	are	very	comfortable	I	don't	miss	the	chance	to	buy	.As	a	matter	of	fact	I	end	up	buying	
a	pair	of	shoes	every	month.		
	

2. Have	you	ever	bought	shoes	online?	
Yes,	 online	 shopping	 these	 days	 offers	 a	 wider	 range	 of	 products,	 than	 conventional	
shopping	 in	 the	 stores.	 So	 I	 prefer	 to	 buy	 shoes	 online	 these	 days.	 I	 just	 bought	 a	 pair	
yesterday.		
	

3. Do	you	know	anyone	who	likes	to	buy	a	lot	of	shoes?	
Yes	I	have	come	across	many	people	who	like	to	buy	a	lot	of	shoes.	My	sister,	my	aunt	,my	
mother	all	of	them	have	a	good	collection	of	Shoes	in	all	colours	.	
	

4. What's	your	favourite	type	of	shoes?		
As	 I	 just	mentioned	my	favourite	type	of	pair	of	shoe	is	the	one	that	offers	comfort	rather	
than	good	looks	only.	I	like	shoes	that	are	simple	in	design	and	polishable.		
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Set	33	–	Forget	things	
	

1. What	kinds	of	things	do	you	have	to	bring	when	you	go	out?	

When	you	go	out	you	should	have	your	purse	with	 some	money,	an	 ID	card	and	your	cell	
phone.		

2. Did	you	ever	forget	to	bring	something?	
Yes,	once	 I	had	 to	go	 to	Ludhiana	by	bus.	 I	 forgot	my	wallet	at	home.	Fortunately,	 I	 knew	
someone	in	the	bus,	who	helped	me.	Otherwise,	I	would	have	had	to	get	down	midway.	

3. How	do	you	remind	yourself?	

I	 have	 become	 very	 forgetful.	 I	 try	 to	 repeat	 things	 in	 my	 mind	 and	 sometimes	 I	 set	
reminders	on	my	cell	phone.	

4. Do	you	carry	different	things	in	the	morning	and	in	the	evening?	
It	depends	on	where	 I	have	to	go.	 In	the	morning,	 it	 is	generally	 to	school	or	college.	So,	 I	
carry	my	bag	and	books.	In	the	evening,	I	may	have	to	go	shopping.	So,	I	carry	my	purse	and	
shopping	bag.	
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Set	34	–	Indoor	games	
	

1. Do	you	play	any	indoor	games?	
Yes,	I	play	carom	board	and	cards	with	my	siblings	and	parents.	
	

2. Do	you	prefer	to	play	indoor	games	or	outdoor	games?	
It	 depends	 on	 the	weather	 outside.	 In	 hot	 summer	 afternoons,	 I	 play	 indoor	 games.	 But,	
when	the	weather	is	good,	I	play	cricket	and	badminton	outside	with	my	friends.	
	

3. What	indoor	games	did	you	play	when	you	were	a	child?	
I	played	carom	board,	ludo	and	snakes	and	ladders	as	a	child.	
	

4. Is	there	any	particular	indoor	game	that	you	liked	(when	you	were	a	child)?	
I	liked	ludo	and	snakes	and	ladders.	
	

5. What	sorts	of	indoor	games	do	children	play	now?	
Nowadays,	children	are	of	the	digital	era.	They	play	electronic	games	on	the	computer.	
	

6. Do	you	play	video	games?	
Yes,	I	play	Mario	and	tetris	sometimes	on	my	phone.	
	

7. What	kinds	of	video	games	do	you	like	to	play?	
I	 play	Mario	 and	 tetris	 only.	 Sometimes	 I	 feel	 I	 have	 wasted	 a	 lot	 of	 time	 on	 these	 two	
games.	
	

8. Is	it	good	for	young	people	to	play	video	games?	
Yes,	 video	 games	 are	 good,	 but	 only	 if	 played	 in	 a	 limit.	 These	 introduce	 children	 to	
computer	technology,	and	teach	strategy	building	skills.	
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Set	35	–	City	Life	
	

1. Do	you	live	in	the	city	or	the	countryside?	(countryside	=	village)	
I	live	in	the	countryside.	(-----Then	go	about	talking	about	your	village)	
I	live	in	the	city.	(-----Then	go	about	talking	about	your	city)	
	

2. Is	it	good	for	young	people	to	grow	up	in	the	city?	
Yes,	 it	 is	 good	 for	 young	 people	 to	 grow	 up	 in	 the	 cities	 because	 cities	 provide	 many	
facilities.	 There	 are	 good	 education	 facilities,	 recreational	 (entertainment)	 facilities,	 and	
health	facilities.	There	are	also	good	job	opportunities	in	cities.		
	

3. Is	your	city/village	a	good	place	for	young	people	to	grow	up?	
Yes,	my	village	is	a	good	place	for	young	people	to	grow	up.	First,	it	is	very	near	to	the	city.	It	
is	as	good	as	being	in	the	suburbs	of	the	city.	We	can	enjoy	all	the	facilities	of	the	city	as	well	
as	the	clean	and	pollution	free	atmosphere	of	the	village.			
OR	
Yes,	my	city	is	a	good	place	for	young	people	to	grow	up.	There	are	good	education	facilities,	
recreational	 (entertainment)	 facilities,	 and	 health	 facilities.	 There	 are	 also	 good	 job	
opportunities	in	my	city.		
	

4. Have	you	ever	been	to	the	seaside?	
No,	 I	 have	 never	 been	 to	 the	 seaside.	My	 cousin	went	 to	 Goa	 last	 year.	 He	 told	me	 that	
beaches	are	fun	places.	I	would	like	to	go	there	whenever	I	get	a	chance.		
OR	
Yes,	I	have	been	to	the	seaside	once.	I	went	to	visit	relatives	in	Mumbai.	They	took	us	to	the	
Juhu	Beach	
	

5. Do	you	often	eat	out	(go	to	restaurants)?	
I	eat	out	very	often,	in	fact	two	or	three	times	a	month.		
	

6. What	food	do	you	like?	
I	 like	 traditional	 Punjabi	 food,	 such	 as	 dal	 roti.	 I	 also	 like	Chinese	Manchurian	 and	 cheese	
chilly.	I	love	eating	Italian	pizza	and	pasta.		
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Set	36	–	Collecting	
	
	
1. Do	you	collect	anything?	
Yes,	 I	 collect	 newspaper	 articles	 which	 are	 related	 to	 health.	 I	 love	 reading	 about	 good	
health.	I	have	a	good	collection	of	health	related	articles.	
OR	
I	 collect	 pictures	 of	 my	 favourite	 actors	 and	 actresses.	 I	 have	 a	 good	 collection	 of	 these	
pictures.	
OR	
I	 collect	 coins.	 Numismatics	 has	 been	 my	 hobby	 since	 I	 was	 5.	 My	 father	 has	 a	 good	
collection	of	coins.	I	developed	this	hobby	after	being	motivated	by	him.		
OR	
I	collect	stamps.	Philately	has	been	my	hobby	since	I	was	5.	My	father	has	a	good	collection	
of	 stamps.	 I	 developed	 this	 hobby	 after	 being	motivated	 by	 him.	 Unfortunately,	 now	we	
don’t	receive	many	letters	from	which	I	can	collect	stamps.		
	
2. Why	do	you	collect	....(that/those	things)?		
It	is	just	my	hobby.	I	get	happiness	by	collecting	these	things.	I	am	proud	of	my	collection.	I	
show	it	to	my	friends	and	relatives	with	pride.	
	
3. Is	collecting	a	popular	pastime	in	India?	
India	 is	 a	 diverse	 country.	 People	 have	 various	 pastimes.	 I	 think	 many	 people	 do	 collect	
things	according	to	their	interest.	
	
4. What	items	are	considered	collectibles	in	your	country?		
Coins,	 stamps,	 jewellery,	 antique	 pieces,	 photographs	 and	marbles	 are	 some	 examples	 of	
collectibles.	Nowadays,	young	people	have	a	good	collection	of	songs	in	their	digital	devices.		
	
5. Does	anyone	in	your	home	collect	anything?	
My	 father	 collects	 coins.	 Now,	 I	 too	 have	 started	 collecting	 coins.	 My	 mother	 collects	
jewellery.	She	has	a	huge	collection	of	junk	jewellery.		
	
6. Do	a	lot	of	people	in	India	collect	things	and	what	do	they	collect?	
(answer	same	as	of	question	3)	
	
7. What	are	the	benefits	of	collecting?	(=	Why	do	people	like	collecting?)	
There	 are	 many	 benefits	 of	 collection.	 First,	 it	 is	 great	 fun	 to	 collect.	 Secondly,	 these	
collections	can	fetch	you	a	lot	of	money.	My	uncle	has	a	huge	collection	of	stamps.	He	was	
telling	me	the	other	day	that	many	of	his	old	collections	are	in	great	demand	by	philatelists	
and	he	is	thinking	of	selling	them	for	a	huge	sum.	
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Set	37	–	Foreign	language	
	

1. Why	do	you	think	it	is	important	to	learn	a	foreign	language?	
It	 is	 important	to	learn	a	foreign	language	because	it	helps	you	connect	with	more	people.	
As	it	is,	today	we	do	not	belong	to	a	big	planet	Earth;	we	belong	to	a	small	global	village	and	
to	 survive	 in	 this	 global	 village,	 it	 is	 necessary	 to	 be	multilingual.	 For	 example,	 English	 is	
spoken	 in	 86	 countries.	 If	 you	 know	 English	 you	 can	 communicate	 with	 people	 of	 86	
countries.	
	

2. How	is	it	helpful	to	you	to	speak	a	foreign	language?	
I	 know	English	which	 is	a	 foreign	 language.	 It	 is	 very	helpful	 for	me.	Knowledge	of	English	
makes	me	feel	more	confident	as	it	increases	my	communication	skills	and	also	it	helps	me	
in	surfing	the	net	because	most	websites	are	written	in	English.		
	

3. What	is	the	most	difficult	part	of	learning	a	foreign	language	for	you?	
I	 find	some	pronunciations	very	confusing	at	times.	For	example	bough	 is	pronounced	 ‘bo’	
whereas	tough	is	‘tuff’.	
Sometimes	the	spellings	which	have	silent	words	also	confuse	me.	For	instance	‘b’	is	silent	in	
doubt	and	debt.			
	

4. What	is	the	best	way	to	memorize	new	words?	
The	best	way	 is	 to	 start	 using	 them	 in	daily	 life	 so	 that	 they	become	part	 of	 your	 natural	
spoken	English.		
	

5. Is	it	better	to	learn	a	new	word	from	translation	or	by	definition?	
I	 think	both	ways	are	equally	 good.	 Sometimes	 some	words	are	 learnt	best	by	 translation	
and	some	by	definition.		
	

6. Why	don’t	some	people	know	the	language	of	the	society	they	live	in?	
This	is	perhaps	because	they	live	in	their	own	shell	and	don’t	intermingle	with	those	people.		
	

7. What	do	you	think	of	children	learning	a	foreign	language?	
I	think	children	should	learn	a	foreign	language.	It	is	very	easy	for	children	to	learn	a	foreign	
language	as	they	are	very	receptive	and	they	are	not	hesitant	about	making	mistakes.	They	
also	have	a	benefit	of	not	knowing	any	other	 language	too	well,	to	make	comparisons	and	
assumptions	about	the	difficulty	of	language	learning.	In	this	era	of	globalization,	knowledge	
of	 a	 foreign	 language	 is	 very	 beneficial	 for	 a	 better	 career	 and	 a	 brighter	 future.	 It	 opens	
more	avenues	for	the	students	for	higher	education	and	good	jobs.	
	

8. Why	are	some	language	classes	boring?	
Some	 language	 classes	 are	 boring	 because	 of	 the	 teaching	 methods	 used.	 If	 there	 no	
interactive	 and	 fun	 activities	 involved	 in	 teaching	 a	 language	 and	 only	 textbook	 teaching	
methods	 are	 followed,	 students	 become	 bored	 easily.	 Incorporating	 technology	 in	
classrooms,	keeps	the	students	interested	in	learning	and	they	learn	it	easily.	For	example,	
there	should	be	audio-visual	means	used.	
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9. Some	 students	 hate	 to	 learn	 foreign	 languages,	 what	 can	 teachers	 do	 to	 develop	 their	
interest?	
Some	 students	 hate	 to	 learn	 a	 foreign	 language	 mainly	 due	 to	 lack	 of	 interest	 and	
uninteresting	 teaching	methods	 used.	 Teachers	 play	 an	 important	 in	 developing	 students’	
interest.	Interactive	and	fun	activities	should	be	included	to	keep	the	children	involved	and	
interested	in	learning.	If	students	are	taught	only	from	text	books	and	there	is	a	pressure	of	
examination,	 it	 leads	 to	 students	 becoming	 bored	 or	 disliking	 language	 classes.	 Teachers	
should	also	use	contexts	and	examples	to	which	the	students	can	relate	in	their	day-to-day	
life.	 If	 they	 understand	 how	 the	 language	 can	 help	 and	 benefit	 them,	 students	 would	 be	
motivated	to	learn	that	language.	
	

10. Some	people	travel	for	learning	a	foreign	language,	what	do	you	think?	
I	think	that	traveling	is	a	very	good	way	to	learn	a	foreign	language.	It	is	true	that	the	more	
we	 use	 a	 language,	 the	 better	 we	 get	 at	 it.	 So,	 if	 travel	 to	 a	 county/region	 where	 that	
language	is	used,	we	will	 interact	more	with	the	local	people	in	that	language	and	learn	its	
nuances	better.	Also,	 language	 is	 related	to	 the	culture.	 If	we	travel,	we	 learn	more	about	
the	culture	and	can	learn	the	language	better.	
	

11. What’s	the	best	way	to	learn	a	foreign	language?	
I	think	the	best	way	to	learn	a	foreign	language	in	a	classroom	environment,	from	a	teacher	
who	 has	 in-depth	 knowledge	 of	 that	 language.	 The	 teacher	 should	 preferably	 be	 a	 native	
speaker	of	that	 language	or	should	have	a	high	proficiency	level	 in	that	 language.	 It	 is	very	
important	to	incorporate	technology	and	audio-visual	methods	to	teach	that	language.	Also,	
travelling	to	that	country/region	where	the	language	is	spoken	is	also	a	good	way	to	learn	it.	
These	days	learning	a	language	through	videos	and	online	classes	has	become	very	popular,	
as	the	students	get	a	chance	to	interact	with	the	teachers	and	also	with	native	speakers	of	
that	 language,	 through	 the	 internet.	 There	 are	 many	 apps	 also	 available,	 which	 can	 be	
downloaded	on	smartphones,	which	help	learning	a	foreign	language	in	a	fun	and	interactive	
way.	For	example,	the	Duolingo	app.	
	

12. Why	can	some	people	learn	languages	fast	white	others	learn	slowly?	
Some	people	learn	language	faster	than	some	others	because	of	the	teaching	methods	used	
to	teach	them.	Interacting	more	with	the	native	speakers	also	helps	with	learning	a	language	
better	and	 faster.	Also,	 there	may	be	a	motivating	 factor,	 like	a	 job	 that	 requires	 them	to	
learn	 that	 language,	 which	makes	 people	 learn	 a	 language	 faster	 than	 others,	 who	 don’t	
have	any	motivation	behind	learning	a	language.	
	

13. Does	one’s	age	affect	their	language	learning?	
Yes,	 I	 think	 age	 affects	 language	 learning.	 I	 thing	 the	 learning	 curve	 goes	 down	 with	
increasing	 age.	 Also,	 at	 an	 older	 age,	 people	 try	 and	 compare	 the	 new	 language	 they	 are	
learning	with	the	language	they	already	know.	That	may	cause	a	hindrance	in	the	learning	of	
a	 language.	 People	 also	 become	 more	 hesitant	 about	 making	 mistakes	 and	 feel	 more	
embarrassed,	at	a	later	age,	as	compared	to	young	learners.			
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	Advantages	for	children	to	learn	languages	–	Why	it	 is	good	to	learn	languages	at	younger	
age	

1. When	 children	 learn	multiple	 languages	 at	 a	 younger	 age,	 they	 develop	 a	 lifelong	 love	 of	
communicating	with	others.	

2. It	is	much	easier	to	learn	foreign	language	when	young.	At	a	later	age	it	becomes	harder	to	
become	fluent	

3. Learning	a	 foreign	 language	helps	a	child’s	mind	develop.	Such	children	do	better	 in	other	
subjects.	It	helps	their	intellect	to	develop	more	

4. Learning	 a	 foreign	 language	 helps	 children	 to	 expand	 their	 knowledge	 of	 the	world.	 They	
want	 to	 know	 about	 other	 people	 and	 other	 countries.	 They	 would	 want	 to	 understand	
them	instead	of	being	afraid	of	them.	
	
Advantages	for	the	adult	learner	of	a	foreign	language	

1. He	has	his	own	language	to	compare	with	the	second	language.	So	new	terms	or	concepts	
are	easily	understood.	

2. They	 have	 a	 strong	motivation	 to	 learn	 a	 new	 language	 especially	 if	 it	 is	 connected	 to	 an	
employment	opportunity.	

3. Most	 adult	 learners	 have	 participated	 in	 study	 earlier,	 so	 they	 know	 what	 method	 of	
learning	works	best	for	them.	
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Set	37	–	Birds	
	

1. How	do	you	feel	about	birds?	(Why	do	you	feel	that	way?)		
I	 feel	that	birds	are	very	special.	They	are	beautiful	creations	of	God.	They	add	diversity	to	
nature.			
	

2. How	do	Indian	people	feel	about	birds?		
India	is	a	diverse	country.	Everyone	has	different	feelings.	Some	love	birds,	and	keep	them	
as	pets.	Others	just	admire	them	flying	in	the	sky.	Some	even	eat	birds.	
	

3. Are	there	many	birds	near	your	home?	
Yes,	there	are	birds	near	my	home.	I	can	see	pigeons,	crows,	sparrows	and	even	the	cuckoo	
bird	occasionally.	
	

4. Have	you	seen	many	different	kinds	of	birds?	(near	your	home)	
Yes,	I	have	seen	many	different	birds.	Apart	from	the	birds	I	see	routinely	around	my	house,	
I	 have	 seen	peacocks	 in	my	neighbouring	 village.	 I	 have	 also	 seen	 some	 rare	 birds,	 in	 the	
Chhattbir	zoo.	There	were	different	varieties	of	parrots	and	the	ostrich	and	emu	over	there.		
	

5. Do	 any	 birds	 have	 any	 particular	 significance	 in	 India?	 For	 example,	 does	 India	 have	 a	
national	bird?	
Yes,	peacock	is	our	national	bird.	It	is	a	beautiful	bird.	The	male	looks	very	beautiful	with	its	
plumes	spread	out.	
	

6. Do	you	think	birds	should	be	protected?	(Why?	/	Why	not?	How	can	they	be	protected?)	
Yes,	 definitely.	 They	 are	 beautiful	 creations	 of	 nature.	 They	 add	 diversity	 to	 our	
environment.	Apart	 from	that,	 they	are	the	best	pollinators.	Also,	birds	eat	 insects.	That	 is	
why	crops	are	protected.	They	are	part	of	our	ecological	chain.	We	all	know	that	if	any	link	
of	our	ecological	chain	is	not	there,	then	the	whole	ecology	can	collapse.	
Birds	can	be	protected	by	having	strict	laws	against	catching	and	selling	birds.	The	NGOs	like	
SPCA,	which	means	Society	for	prevention	of	cruelty	to	animals,	and	the	PFA,	which	means	
people	for	animals	can	also	help	in	this	matter.	
	

7. Do	Indian	people	like	raising	(keeping)	pet	birds?	
Yes,	 they	do.	Some	people	keep	birds	as	pets.	They	keep	colourful	parrots	and	pigeons	as	
pets.	
	

8. Have	you	ever	raised	(kept)	a	pet	bird?	
No,	I	have	never	raised	a	pet	bird.	There	is	a	lot	of	work	involved.		
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	Set	38	–	Boats	
1. Do	you	often	travel	by	boat?	

No,	I	don’t	often	travel	by	boat.	I	don’t	live	in	the	coastal	area	and	where	I	live	people	do	not	
travel	by	boat.	Boating	is	done	only	in	places	with	water	such	as	the	Sukhna	Lake.		
	

2. Have	you	ever	been	on	a	boat	while	you	were	on	holidays	(on	vacation)?	
No,	I	have	never	traveled	to	a	coastal	area	for	holiday.	I	never	got	a	chance.	
	

3. (Similar	 to	above)	Have	you	ever	been	on	a	boat	 tour	while	you	were	on	holidays?	 (Same	
question	as	above.	Can	be	answered	differently)	
No,	I	have	never	been	on	a	boat	tour,	but	yes,	I	did	boating	once	then	I	went	to	Chandigarh	
to	visit	my	relatives.	They	took	me	to	the	Sukhna	Lake.	
	

4. Would	you	like	to	go	on	a	boat	tour?	(Why?/Why	not?)	
Yes,	 I	would	definitely	 like	to	go	on	a	boat	tour.	 I	 think	 it	would	be	great	fun.	My	relatives	
live	 in	USA.	They	 told	me	 that	 there’s	 a	 cruise	 to	Alaska.	One	day	 I	would	 love	 to	do	 that	
cruise.	
	

5. (Similar	to	above)	Would	you	like	to	have	a	holiday	on	a	boat?	
	

6. Where	in	your	country	do	people	most	often	use	boats?	(or,	travel	by	boat)	
India	has	a	long	coastline.	The	coastline	is	more	than	7000	km.	People	living	near	the	coast	
use	boats	very	often.	
	

7. Do	many	people	in	your	country	own	their	own	boat?	
Maybe	people	living	near	the	shores	have	their	own	boats,	but	people	living	off	shore	do	not	
have	their	own	boats.	
	

8. Would	you	like	to	buy	a	boat?	
No,	I	would	not	like	to	buy	a	boat.	I	think	it	would	be	a	waste	of	money.	
	

9. If	you	had	your	own	boat,	what	would	you	do	with	it?	
If	I	had	my	own	boat,	I	would	buy	a	house	near	the	beach	and	do	boating	everyday.	
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Set	39	–	Relatives	
	

1 Do	you	often	visit	your	relatives?	
No,	I	don’t	often	visit	relatives.	I	visit	them	once	or	twice	in	six	months.	
	

2 What	do	you	do	when	visit	them?	
Whenever	we	 visit	 relatives,	we	have	 lots	of	 fun.	We	visit	 some	historical	 places,	 eat	out,	
watch	movies	and	do	lots	of	other	activities.	
	

3 Do	you	prefer	to	spend	time	with	your	relatives,	or	your	friends?	
I	prefer	to	spend	time	with	my	friends.	 I	 like	the	company	very	much.	We	have	 lots	of	 fun	
together.	
	

4 (Possibly	the	question	above	is	this)	Do	you	prefer	visiting	your	relatives,	or	your	friends?	
	

5 (Similar	 to	above)	Who	 is	 the	more	 important	 to	you,	your	 relatives	/	your	 family,	or	your	
friends?	
Both	are	important	for	me,	but	my	friends	are	more	important	than	my	relatives.	Of	course,	
my	immediate	family	is	more	important	then	friends.	
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Set	40	–	Shopping	
1 Do	you	like	(going)	shopping?	(Why?/Why	not?)	

Yes,	 I	 love	going	shopping.	 I	 love	doing	window	shopping.	 I	come	to	know	about	the	latest	
trends	on	fashions	going	on.	I	feel	like	buying	so	many	things,	but	I’m	not	earning	yet,	and	so	
my	pocket	doesn’t	allow	me	to	buy	everything.	
	

2 What	do	you	think	is	the	most	difficult	(or,	unpleasant)	part	about	shopping?	
The	most	 difficult	 part	 about	 shopping	 for	me	 is	 selecting	 things.	 The	markets	 today	 are	
flooded	with	choices.	I	find	it	very	confusing.	I	also	don’t	like	to	go	to	the	shops,	which	are	
not	fixed	price	shops.	I	hate	bargaining.	
	

3 Is	there	anything	you	don't	like	(or,	dislike)	about	shopping?	
I	don’t	like	bargaining.	That	is	why	I	generally	go	to	fixed-price	shops.	
	

4 What	don't	you	like	about	shopping?	
	

5 Do	you	prefer	shopping	alone	or	with	others?	
I	 do	 not	 like	 to	 go	 shopping	 alone.	 The	market	 is	 flooded	with	 choices,	 and	 I	 find	 it	 very	
confusing	to	select	things	on	my	own.	
	

6 Who	do	you	(usually)	go	shopping	with?	
I	usually	go	shopping	with	my	mother.	Sometimes	I	go	with	my	friends.	
	

7 Do	you	prefer	to	go	shopping	with	family	members	or	with	friends?	
It	 depends	on	what	 I	 have	 to	buy.	 If	 I	 have	 to	buy	 costly	 things	 then	 I	 like	 to	 go	with	my	
family,	but	for	stationery	items	and	other	small	things	I	go	with	friends.	
	

8 What	do	you	usually	buy	when	you	go	shopping?	
I	 buy	 clothes,	 shoes,	 cosmetics,	 stationery	 items	 and	 many	 other	 such	 things	 when	 I	 go	
shopping.	Sometimes	I	go	with	my	mother	to	do	the	grocery	and	buy	vegetables.	
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Set	41	–	Sports	
	

1 Are	you	interested	in	sport?	
Yes,	 I	 am	 interested	 in	 sports.	 I	 like	watching	 cricket	 and	hockey	on	 TV.	 Sometimes	 I	 play	
badminton	with	my	brother,	on	the	terrace	of	our	house.	
	

2 (Similar	to	above)	Do	you	like	sport?	
	

3 What	sports	do	you	like?	(Why?)	
I	 like	cricket,	hockey,	badminton	and	many	other	sports.	 I	 like	watching	these	on	TV.	But	 I	
play	only	badminton.	
	

4 Do	most	people	in	your	country	like	sport?	
Yes	most	people	in	my	country	like	sport.	Cricket	is	the	most	popular	sport.	People	also	like	
hockey	and	football.	
	

5 (Similar	to	above)	What	sports	do	people	in	your	country	like	to	play?	
India	 is	 a	 diverse	 country.	 People	 like	 to	 play	 all	 types	 of	 sports,	 but	 cricket	 is	 the	 most	
popular	sport.	
	

6 What	benefits	do	you	think	sport	can	bring	us?	
Playing	 sport	 and	 bring	 us	 many	 benefits.	 By	 playing	 competitive	 sports,	 we	 learn	
competition,	and	by	paying	team	sports	we	learn	cooperation.	
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Set	42	–	Daily	routine	
	

1 Do	you	like	to	plan	what	you	will	do	each	day?	(Why?/Why	not?)	
Yes,	I	like	to	plan	what	I	do	each	day.	If	I	do	not	plan	I	tend	to	procrastinate	and	then	all	my	
work	piles	up	and	I	start	getting	stressed.	
	

2 Please	describe	your	typical	daily	routine.	
I	get	up	at	around	six	in	the	morning.	Then	I	freshen	up	and	go	for	a	walk.	I	walk	for	around	5	
km	every	day.	If	for	some	reason	I	do	not	go	for	a	walk,	then	I	feel	something	is	missing	from	
my	 life.	 After	 coming	 home	 I	 help	 my	 mother	 in	 household	 chores.	 Then	 I	 go	 to	
school/college.	 In	 the	evening,	 I	hang	out	with	my	 friends	 for	about	an	hour	or	 so.	Then	 I	
study	for	sometime.	We	are	family	members	have	dinner	at	around	eight.	We	all	watch	TV	
together	for	about	an	hour.	I	go	to	bed	at	around	10.	
	

3 What's	your	favourite	time	of	the	day?	(Why?	What	do	you	do	at	that	time?)	
My	favorite	time	of	the	day	is	evening	time.	We	are	family	members	have	dinner	together.	
We	share	our	day’s	happenings	with	each	other.	We	watch	TV	together.	Sometimes	we	go	
for	walk	after	dinner.	So	this	is	my	favorite	time	of	the	day.	
	

4 What	do	you	usually	do	at	this	time	of	day?	
(	same	as	above)		
	

5 Do	you	usually	do	the	same	things	at	the	same	time	each	day?		
No,	my	timetable	is	not	that	fixed.	Dinner	time	is	more	or	less	fixed.	Sometimes	I	go	to	bed	
late,	if	I	have	to	complete	an	assignment	or	prepare	for	some	test.	
	

6 How	do	you	plan	(organize)	your	study	time?	
I	 plan	my	 study	 time	 very	meticulously.	 I’m	usually	 very	 diligent	 and	 try	 to	 study	 for	 	 2-3	
hours	on	school	days,	and	5	to	6	hours	on	weekends.	
	

7 Do	you	ever	(or,	do	you	often)	change	these	plans?	
Yes	many	times,	I	have	to	change	my	plans.	Sometimes	there	are	guests	at	home	and	I	have	
to	help	my	mother.	Then	my	timetable	gets	disturbed,	but	I	usually	make	it	up	the	next	day	
by	studying	more.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	



Dr	Kiranpreet	Kaur	Makkar							www.facebook.com/makkarielts						May-Aug-2017	

Ravpreet	Singh	 9646044322	 	169	

Set	43	–	People’s	ages	
		

1. What	do	you	think	is	the	most	important	age	in	a	person's	life?	(Why?)	
		(Similar	to	above)	In	India,	what's	the	most	important	age	in	people's	lives?	
I	think	the	most	important	age	is	eighteen	in	India.	At	this	age	adulthood	starts	and	with	it	a	
lot	 of	 legal	 rights,	 like	 the	 right	 to	 vote,	 legally	 obtain	 a	 driving	 license	 for	 four	wheelers,	
making	independent	financial	decisions	and	many	more.		
	

2. Are	birthdays	important	in	Indian	culture?		
		(Similar	to	above)	Do	people	in	India	celebrate	birthdays?		
Yes,	birthdays	are	important	in	the	Indian	culture.	Birthdays	are	celebrated	but	in	different	
ways	by	different	people.	Sometimes	 it’s	a	party	with	the	relatives	and	friends,	sometimes	
people	celebrate	with	only	their	family	and	eat	out	and	sometimes	it’s	a	movie	and	a	meal	
with	friends.		
	

3. What	birthday	is	most	important	in	Indian	culture?	*		
The	most	important	birthday	in	the	Indian	culture	is	the	18th	one.	(rest	can	be	the	same	as	
in	the	answer	to	Ques.1).	
	

4. What	age	in	life	is	the	most	difficult?	(Why?)		
Every	age	has	it’s	own	challenges	and	joys.	I	don’t	think	that	we	can	call	any	particular	age	
the	most	difficult.	Teenage	years	may	be	a	little	challenging,	as	in	those	years	of	adolescence	
children	undergo	both	physical	and	hormonal	changes,	which	may	be	a	little	difficult	to	deal	
with.	They	are	neither	children	nor	adults	at	that	age.		
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Set	44	–	Punctuality	
		

1 Do	you	wear	a	watch?	
		(Similar	to	above)	Do	you	think	everyone	should	wear	a	watch?	
	Yes,	I	wear	a	watch	and	I	think	that	everyone	should	wear	one	too,	or	keep	a	check	on	the	
time.	These	days	please	check	time	on	their	cell	phones,	however,	the	point	is	to	be	on	time	
and	not	waste	time.		
	

2 In	 your	 country	 is	 it	 important	 to	 be	 on	 time	 (=	 be	 punctual)?	 (e.g.,	 for	meetings,	work,	
classes)	
Yes,	it	is	very	important	to	be	on	time	to	meetings,	classes	or	for	work.	Time	is	valued	a	lot	in	
India,	as	unlike	money,	time	once	gone	doesn’t	come	back.		
	

3 Do	you	like	to	be	on	time?	
		(Similar	to	above)	Is	being	on	time	important	to	you?	
	Yes,	being	on	time	is	extremely	important	to	me.	I	ensure	that	I	am	never	late	for	my	classes	
and	other	appointments	and	meetings.	I	understand	that	time	is	much	more	important	than	
any	other	material	thing	or	money.		
	

4 How	do	you	feel	when	others	are	late?	
When	others	are	late	occasionally,	it	maybe	due	to	a	genuine	problem,	however,	if	someone	
is	late	very	often,	then	it’s	definitely	a	habit	that	I	do	not	appreciate	or	like.	
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Set	45	–	Names	
1 Does	your	name	have	any	special	meaning?		

Yes,	my	name	has	a	special	meaning.	My	name	is	Kiran.		It	means	a	ray	of	light.	My	name	is	
very	significant	for	me.	It	has	been	my	identity	for	the	last	56	years.	It	is	a	gift	given	to	me	by	
my	parents.	It	brings	out	positive	feelings	from	within	me.	I	am	proud	of	my	name.	
	

2 Is	your	surname	very	common	in	India?	
My	surname	is	Makkar.	I	think	it	is	very	common.	I	know	many	people	with	this	surname.	
	

3 Do	you	like	your	name?	
Yes,	I	love	my	name.	It	is	my	identity.	It	is	the	meaningful	name.	It	is	my	parents	gift	to	me.	
	

4 Would	you	like	to	change	your	name?	
No,	I	would	never	like	to	change	my	name.	I	love	my	name	as	it	is.	
	

5 Do	people	in	India	ever	change	their	names?	
Yes,	sometimes	people	change	their	name.	Sometimes,	when	a	girl	gets	married,	her	in-laws	
give	her	a	new	name	and	start	calling	her	by	that	name.	However,	it	is	a	very	cumbersome	
process	to	change	one’s	name	in	papers.	
	

6 What	name	do	people	at	home	(your	family	members)	call	you?	
My	nickname	is	Mohini.	At	home	everyone	calls	me	by	that	name.	
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Set	46	–	Birthdays	
	

1. How	do	children	celebrate	birthdays	in	your	country?	
Children	celebrate	birthdays	in	different	ways.	Some	children	invite	friends	and	cut	the	cake.		
Older	 children	 take	 their	 friends	 out	 for	 a	 party.	 Some	 people	 celebrate	 by	 donating	 for	
charity.	
	

2. How	did	you	celebrate	your	last	birthday?	
I	took	my	friends	out	for	dinner	at	Rangla	Punjab,	a	famous	restaurant	in	the	suburbs	of	my	
hometown.	
	

3. What	kinds	of	birthday	gifts	do	you	like	to	receive?	
I	 like	to	receive	clothes,	books,	flowers	as	gifts.	 I	take	gifts	as	gestures	of	 love.	So	I	happily	
accept	anything	that	anybody	brings	for	me.	
	

4. Is	 there	 a	 difference	 between	 the	 way	 you	 celebrated	 your	 birthday	 in	 the	 past	 and	 the	
present?	
When	I	was	younger,	my	mother	used	to	make	snacks	at	home	and	bake	a	cake.	 I	used	to	
invite	my	friends,	but	now	I	prefer	to	take	them	out	for	lunch	or	dinner.	
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Set	47	–	Computer	
	
1. Do	you	use	computer	very	much?	
Yes,	 I	use	computers	a	 lot.	 I	have	a	 laptop	I	use	for	my	studies,	to	stay	connected	to	my	friends	
and	relatives	living	far	away,	to	research	on	various	topics,	for	entertainment	I	watch	movies	and	
play	games.		
	
2. When	do	you	use	a	computer?	
I	use	the	computer	everyday	at	home,	usually	in	the	evenings	and	after	dinner.	I	use	it	to	research	
for	my	 assignments	 and	 to	 check	my	 emails,	 check	 Facebook	 updates	 and	 post	messages	 and	
sometimes	I	use	it	to	watch	movies	or	play	games.		
	
3. What	do	you	use	computer	for?	
I	use	it	to	research	for	my	assignments	and	to	check	my	emails,	check	Facebook	updates	and	post	
messages	and	sometimes	I	use	it	to	watch	movies	or	play	games.	
	
4. What	was	your	impression	when	you	used	a	computer	the	first	time?	
I	remember	the	day	when	I	used	the	computer	the	first	time.	I	was	in	class	6	at	that	time.	I	vividly	
remember	how	fascinated	I	was	with	the	computer.		
	
5. How	did	you	learn	to	use	a	computer?	
I	learned	to	use	a	computer	through	school	lessons.	Later	I	got	my	own	personal	desktop	at	home	
and	I	learned	a	little	more	by	using	it	more	at	home.	Now	I	have	a	laptop	that	I	use	regularly.		
	
6. Have	computers	changed	your	life	in	anyway	(if	yes,	How?)?	
Yes,	 definitely.	 Computers	 have	 changed	my	 life.	 I	 am	well	 connected	 with	 all	 my	 friends	 and	
relatives,	irrespective	of	which	part	of	the	world	they	are	in.	It	has	made	the	research	work	for	my	
assignments	 very	 convenient.	 I	 think	 it’s	 a	 very	 good	 source	 of	 entertainment	 and	 with	 the	
Internet	 it	 is	a	boon	for	 the	humankind.	Many	everyday	tasks	can	be	done	 in	a	matter	of	a	 few	
clicks	and	in	a	few	seconds,	be	it	banking,	shopping,	etc.		
	
7. Are	computers	used	much	in	your	country?	
Yes,	 the	 use	 of	 computers	 has	 increased	 greatly	 in	 my	 country.	 It	 is	 a	 common	 household	
electronic	 equipment	 and	 almost	 all	 the	workplaces	make	 use	 of	 a	 computer,	 like	 in	 a	 grocery	
store,	bank,	coffee	shop,	school,	post	office,	etc.			
	
8. Do	you	think	computer	are	useful	in	everyday	life	(how)?	
Yes,	 computers	 are	 very	 useful	 in	 everyday	 life.	 We	 can	 pay	 our	 bills,	 book	 tickets,	 shop	 for	
anything,	set	reminders,	connect	with	relatives	and	friends,	research,	entertain	ourselves,	create	
new	things	and	do	umpteen	other	things	by	using	a	computer.		
	
9. Computers	are	now	used	a	lot	in	education.	What	do	you	think	of	this?	
I	 think	 it	 is	 the	need	of	 the	day	 to	make	use	of	 computers	 in	 education.	 It	 not	 only	makes	 the	
lessons	more	interesting,	it	also	helps	make	the	children	more	techno-savvy,	as	technology	is	used	
in	almost	all	fields.		
	
10. Do	you	play	computer	games?	
Yes,	sometimes	I	play	word	games,	puzzles	or	card	games	on	my	computer.		
	
11. Do	you	think	computers	are	perfect	now	or	do	they	still	need	to	be	improved?	
I	 think	 the	computers	 technology,	 in	 terms	of	both	hardware	and	 software	keeps	changing	and	
there	 is	 always	 something	 new	 that	 needs	 to	 be	 added	 as	 time	 passes.	 So,	 in	 the	 future	 I	 can	
foresee	a	lot	of	changes	and	improvements	that	are	made	to	the	computers.		
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Set	48	–	Being	in	a	hurry	
	

1. When	was	the	last	time	you	did	something	in	a	hurry?	
The	last	time	I	did	something	in	a	hurry	was	two	months	ago.	 I	remember	my	exams	were	
going	 on.	 I	 slept	 really	 late	 because	 I	was	 studying	 and	 in	 the	morning	 I	 did	 not	 hear	 the	
alarm.	So	I	got	ready	in	a	hurry,	and	forgot	my	wallet	at	home.	
	

2. Do	you	like	to	finish	things	quickly?	
If	I	don’t	like	what	I’m	doing,	then	I	like	to	finish	things	quickly.	But,	if	I	am	enjoying	what	I’m	
doing	then	I	take	my	time.	
	

3. What	kind	of	things	you	would	never	do	in	a	hurry?	
I	would	never	drive	in	a	hurry,	or	cross	the	road	in	a	hurry.	
	

4. Why	do	people	make	mistakes	more	easily	when	they	are	in	a	hurry?	
It	is	easy	to	make	mistakes	in	a	hurry,	because	the	mind	is	preoccupied	and	so	it	is	easy	to	
forget	certain	things.	That	desire	it	has	been	rightly	said	that	haste	makes	waste.	
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Set	49	–	Museums	
	

1. Are	there	many	(or	any)	museums	in	your	hometown?	
No,	there	are	no	museums	in	my	hometown.	That	is	on	museum		of	our	great	martyr	Bhagat	
Singh,	which	is	30	km	away.	There	is	an	another	Sikh	museum	in	Amritsar	in	Golden	Temple.	
	

2. Do	you	think	museums	are	useful	for	visitors	to	your	hometown/country?	
Yes,	museums	are	very	useful	for	the	visitors.	Museums	provide	knowledge	and	information.		
They	also	provide	entertainment.	Museums	preserve	a	collection.	Museums	inspire	people	
to	do	things.	
	

3. Do	you	often	visit	a	museum?	
No,	I	don’t	often	visit	museums.	I	visited	a	science	museum	about	a	year	ago.	This	museum	
is	also	near	my	hometown.	
	

4. Did	you	go	to	any	museums	when	you	were	a	child?	
Yes,	I	saw	the	Sikh	museum	in	the	Golden	Temple	when	I	was	a	child.	I	also	saw	the	Bhagat	
Singh	 Museum	 during	 my	 school	 days.	 Our	 school	 organized	 an	 educational	 tour	 to	 this	
museum.	
	

5. When	was	the	last	time	you	visited	a	museum?	
The	last	time	I	visited	the	Museum	was	about	a	year	ago.	
	

6. Do	you	think	museums	are	important?	
Yes,	museums	are	very	important.	(as	answer	2)	
	

7. Do	you	think	it’s	suitable	for	museums	to	sell	things	to	visitors?	
No,	 I	 do	 not	 think	museums	 should	 sell	 things	 to	 visitors.	 	 If	museums	 start	 selling	 things	
then	the	whole	purpose	of	museums	would	be	lost.	
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Set	50	–	Dance	
	
1. When	was	the	last	time	you	went	to	a	place	where	people	go	to	dance	in	your	country?	
I	 have	 never	 been	 to	 any	 such	 place	 where	 people	 specially	 go	 to	 dance.	 In	 my	 country	
people	specially	go	to	dance	 in	discos,	pubs	and	clubs.	But	 there	are	no	such	places	 in	my	
home	town.	I	love	to	dance	on	family	functions.	
	
2. When	was	the	last	occasion	when	you	danced	a	lot?	
The	last	occasion	I	danced	a	lot	was	last	Sunday.	It	was	my	friend’s	birthday.	He	invited	us	to	
his	home.	We	danced	a	lot	on	that	day.	
	
3. Do	you	like	dancing?	
Yes,	I	love	dancing.	I	dance	on	all	family	functions	like	marriage	parties	and	birthday	parties.		
	
4. Have	you	ever	learnt	dancing?	Why?	/	Why	not?	
No,	I	have	never	learnt	dancing.	Unfortunately,	there	are	no	places	in	my	hometown	where	
dance	is	taught.	All	the	steps	I	know,	I’ve	learnt	from	TV	programmes	and	movies.	
OR	
Yes,	I’ve	learnt	dancing.	There	is	a	very	nice	centre	in	my	village	which	teaches	Punjabi	folk	
dances	like	Giddha	and	Bhangra.	
	
5. Did	you	learn	to	dance?	Why?	/	Why	not?	
No,	 I	 did	 not	 learn	 to	 dance.	 Unfortunately,	 there	 are	 no	 places	 in	my	 hometown	where	
dance	is	taught.	All	the	steps	I	know,	I’ve	learnt	from	TV	programmes	and	movies.	
OR	
Yes,	I	learnt	dancing	in	my	childhood.	There	is	a	very	nice	centre	in	my	village	which	teaches	
Punjabi	folk	dances	like	Giddha	and	Bhangra.	
	
6. Why	do	you	think	people	love	to	dance?	
People	 love	 to	 dance	 because	 they	 can	 express	 their	 joy.	 Dance	 is	 a	 form	 of	 expression.	
Dance	is	a	good	way	to	relieve	tensions	and	worries.	It	also	keeps	the	body	fit.	
	
7. Do	you	think	children	love	to	dance?	
Yes,	children	love	to	dance	because	they	can	express	their	joy.	Dance	is	a	form	of	expression.	
Dance	is	a	good	way	to	relieve	tensions	and	worries.	It	also	keeps	the	body	fit.	
	
8. Do	you	see	dance	on	TV?	
Yes,	 I	 see	 a	 lot	 of	 dance	 reality	 shows	 like	 Dance	 India	 Dance,	 Nachh	 Baliye	 and	 Dancing	
Superstars.	
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Set	51	–	Hats	
	

1. Do	you	like	to	wear	hats?	
No,	I	don’t	like	to	wear	hats.	I	find	them	very	uncomfortable.	
OR	
Yes,	I	wear	hats	when	I	go	out	in	the	sun,	or	when	watching	a	match	in	the	stadium.		
	

2. What	kinds	of	hats	do	you	have?	
I	have	a	baseball	cap,	woolen	caps	for	winters,	a	beret	and	some	fashion	hats.	
	

3. Where	do	you	like	to	buy	hats?	
I	usually	buy	hats	at	a	store	where	such	accessories	are	available	and	some	such	stores	are	
there	in	a	nearby	mall.	I	have	also	bought	a	couple	of	them	online.		
	

4. Is	wearing	hats	popular	in	your	country?	
Yes	wearing	hats	is	popular	in	India.	In	different	states	of	India	there	are	different	types	of	
hats	 that	are	a	part	of	 the	traditional	attire.	These	days	hats	are	very	popular	among	the	
young	generation.	They	wear	them	as	a	fashion	accessory.		
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Set	52	–	Singing	
	

1. Do	you	often	(like	to)	sing?	
Yes,	 I	 like	 to	 sing,	 but	 as	 my	 singing	 abilities	 are	 not	 pretty	 good	 so	 I	 sing	 only	 in	 the	
bathroom.	
	

2. When	do	you	like	to	sing?	
Whenever	I’m	alone	I	hum	some	songs	to	myself.	
	

3. How	much	time	do	you	spend	in	singing	every	day?	
Not	much,	a	few	minutes	perhaps.	
	

4. What	kinds	of	music	do	you	like	to	sing?	
I	mostly	like	to	sing	film	songs.	I	like	Punjabi	folk	songs	also.	
	

5. Is	it	difficult	to	sing	well?	
Yes,	it	is	difficult	to	sing	well.	I	think	only	talented	people	can	do	it.	
	

6. Do	you	want	to	be	a	singer?	
No,	I	would	not	want	to	be	a	singer.	I	know	I	don’t	have	the	abilities.	
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Set	53	–	Noise	
	
1. How	is	the	noise	level	in	your	city?	
My	city	 is	an	 industrial	 city	and	on	 top	of	 that	 it	 is	on	 the	national	highway.	So,	 the	noise	
levels	are	very	high.	
	
2. Where	does	noise	in	urban	areas	come	from?	
The	 noise	 in	 urban	 areas	 comes	 from	 pressure	 horns	 of	 vehicles,	 industries	 and	 loud	
speakers.	
	
3. Do	you	think	it	is	important	to	be	alone	sometimes?	
It	 is	 very	 important	 to	 be	 alone	 sometimes.	 Everyone	 needs	 to	 introspect	 at	 times.	 One	
needs	 to	 know	 about	 ones	 likes	 and	 dislikes	 and	 everyone	 needs	 time	 for	 one’s	 personal	
work	which	can	be	best	done	in	solitude.		
	
4. What	is	the	importance	of	belonging	to	a	certain	group?	
There	is	a	lot	of	importance	of	belonging	to	a	social	group.	Man	is	a	social	animal	and	cannot	
live	alone	for	long.	One	needs	to	share	one’s	happiness	and	sorrows	with	others.	That	is	why	
we	 join	 social	 groups	 and	 feel	 part	 of	 these	 groups.	 Social	 groups	 are	 a	 sort	 of	 support	
system.	They	give	us	support	when	we	are	low	in	life.	It	is	mentally	unhealthy	to	be	alone	for	
long.		
	
5. What	are	problem	you	could	have	if	you	go	out	together	in	big	group?	
There	 could	 be	 a	 lot	 of	 problems	 in	 a	 big	 group.	 It	 is	 difficult	 to	 organise	 a	 big	 group.	
Mismanagement	can	lead	to	conflicts.	It	could	end	up	in	a	lot	of	wastage	of	time.	It	has	been	
well	said	that	“two	is	a	company	and	three	is	a	crowd”.		
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Set	54	–	Bus	or	Taxi	
	

1. How	often	do	you	take	the	bus?	
I	take	the	bus	everyday.	I	go	to	school/college	by	bus.	
	

2. When	was	the	first	time	you	took	a	taxi?	
The	last	time	I	took	a	taxi	was	about	two	months	ago.	I	went	to	Delhi	to	visit	my	relatives.	I	
hired	a	cab	from	the	railway	station	to	their	home.	
	

3. What	are	the	advantages	of	taking	a	taxi	compared	with	buses.	
The	advantages	of	taxi	are	that	you	don’t	have	to	wait	for	the	bus.	You	can	start	at	anytime.	
A	taxi	takes	you	from	one	destination	to	the	other	whereas	the	bus	will	drop	you	at	the	bus	
stop.	
	

4. Is	it	convenient	to	take	the	bus/taxi	in	your	city?	
The	bus	service	in	my	city	is	very	good	and	frequent.	The	taxi	service	is	also	very	good,	but	I	
normally	take	the	bus	as	it	is	much	cheaper.	
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Set	55	–	Mobile	phones	
	

1. How	often	do	you	use	your	mobile	phone?	
I	use	my	mobile	phone	very	often,	in	fact	every	day.	
	

2. Can	you	describe	your	mobile	phone?	
I	have	an	iPhone	5s.	It	is	in	golden	color.	It	is	rectangular	in	shape.	It	has	two	cameras.	It	has	
a	8GB	Space.	It	has	many	features.	It	is	like	a	mini	computer	in	my	hands.	
	

3. What	was	your	first	mobile	phone?	
My	 first	mobile	phone	was	a	Nokia	phone.	 I	 don’t	 remember	 the	model	but	 it	was	a	 very	
basic	phone.	
	

4. Would	you	buy	a	new	one	in	the	future?	
I	don’t	have	any	plans	to	buy	a	new	phone	in	the	future.	I’m	quite	happy	with	my	iPhone.	
	

5. How	has	your	mobile	phone	changed	your	life?	
My	 basic	 mobile	 phone	 was	 it	 enough	 to	 change	my	 life.	 It	 kept	me	 connected	 with	my	
family	all	the	time,	but	my	iPhone	is	a	smart	phone	and	is	much	more	than	a	phone	for	mere	
connectivity.	I	can	check	my	emails	on	my	phone.	I	can	surf	the	net	on	my	phone.	I	can	play	
games	on	my	phone.	I	can	do	calculations	on	my	phone.	I	can	do	so	many	other	things	on	my	
phone.	
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CHANDIGARH	 UNIVERSAL	BOOK	DEPOT	SECTOR	17	CHANDIGARH	

UNIVERSITY	BOOK	DEPOT	SECTOR	17	CHANDIGARH	
LUDHIANA	 BHATIA	BOOK		CENTRE	BOOKS	MARKET	LUDHIANA	98152-

77131	
SAHIL	BOOK	DEPOT	BOOKS	MARKET	LUDHIANA	84276-47001	
LYALL	BOOK	DEPOT	BOOKS	MARKET	LUDHIANA	2745756	

AMRITSAR	 SARPAL	BOOK	DEPOT	HALL	BAZAR	AMRITSAR		
PARKASH	BOOK	DEPOT	HALL	BAZAR	AMRITSAR	
C.D	MEHRA	&	SONS	HALL	BAZAR	AMRITSAR	
KHALSA	BOOK	SHOP	OPP	KHALSA	COLLEGE	AMRITSAR	
PARVINDER	BOOK	DEPOT	KAIRON	MARKET	HALL	BAZAR	
AMRITSAR	

JALANDHAR	 V.K	BOOK	DEPOT	S.D	COLLEGE	JALANDHAR	99153-70350	
MODERN	BOOK	DEPOT	S.D	COLLEGE	JALANDHAR	98153-03956	
HARBHAJAN	BOOK	STORE	BARGO	CAMPP	JALANDHAR	98884-
38020	
DHAWAN		BOOK	DEPOT	MAIHIRN	GATE	JALANDHAR	0181-
2400406	
ENGLISH	BOOK	HOUSE	MAI	HIRA	GATE	JALANDHAR		

PATIALA	 PEPSU	BOOK	DEPOT	CHOWK	ARNA	BARNA	PATIALA	98140-
41623	
MARKAN	BOOK	DEPOT	BOOKS	MARKET	PATIALA	98159-54945	
GOYAL	BOOK	DEPOT	BOOKS	MARKET	PATIALA	94636-19978	

BHATHINDA		 BHAGWATI	BOOKS	CENTRE	COURT	ROAD	BATHINDA	94631-
20564	
AGGARWAL	BOOK	CENTRE	COURT	ROAD	BATHINDA	94178-
16439	
SINGLA	BOOK	STORE	CINEMA	ROAD	BATHINDA	93172-89469	
	

HOSHAIRPUR	 CHAND	LAL	SONI	&SONS	VAKILAN	BAZAR	HOSHAIRPUR	01882-
225325	
RAMESH	BOOK	DEPOT	GOVT	COLLEGE	CHOWK	HOSHAIRRPUR	
01882-231866	
KAPOOR	BOOK	SHOP	NEAR	GOV.COLLEGE	CHOWK	HOSHAIRPUR	
01882-256370	
HANDA	BOOK	DEPOT	VAKILAN	BAZAR	HOSHIRPUR	94173-90666		
	

MOGA	 GUPTA	BOOK	DEPOT	COURT	ROAD	MOGA	98144-34111	
MOHINDRA		BOOK	DEPOT	COURT	ROAD	MOGA	98144-00875	
ARORA	BROTHERS,BOOK	SELLER	COURT	ROAD		MOGA	01636-
501309	
MALHOTRA	BOOK	DEPOT	MAIN	BAZAR	MOGA	94639-20521	
	

PATHANKOT	 DEV	DI	HATTI	SHAHPUR	CHOWK	PATHANKOT		
SHARMA	BOOK	DPOT	BOOKS	MARKET	PATHANKOT	
LAXMI	KITAB	GHAR	BOOKS	MARKET	PATHANKOT	

BATALA	 KUMAR	BOOK	CORNER	CINEMA	ROAD	BATALA	98142-19314	
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KAPOOR	BOOK	CENTRE	CINEMA	ROAD	BATALA	
SHANTI	BOOK	DEPOT	CINEMA	ROAD	BATALA	01871-240759	
	

ABOHAR	 AGGARWAL	BOOK	DEPOT		BOOKS	MARKET	ABOHAR	
CHARANDAS	AMRIT	LAL	BAZAR	NO.9	ABOHAR	01634-221136	
PEE.KAY.BOOKS	&	STY.	MART	DAV	COLLEGE	ROAD	ABOHAR	
92169-24374	

MALERKOTLA		 MAHINDRA	TRADERS	BOOKS	MARKET	MALERKOTLA	94170-
53831	
MAHINDRA	STATIONERY	MART	TALAB	BAZAR	MALERKOTLA	
94173-28260		

KHANNA	 KAPOOR	BOOK	SHOP	BOOKS	MARKET	KHANNA	94178-55520	
R.K	BOOK	SHOP	BOOKS	MARKET	KHANNA	90411-84130	
UNIVERSAL	BOOK	SHOP	BOOKS	MARKET	KHANNA	01628-
220035	

PHAGWARA	 MUNNI	DI	HATTI	BANSAN	BAZAR	PHAGWARA	01824-264593	
CHAMAN	DI	HATTI	BANSAN	BAZAR	PHAGWARA	01824-267263	
GUPTA	BOOK	DEPOT		SATNAM	PURA	PHAGWARA	98154-08353	
JAGDAMBAY	BOOK	DEPOT		OLD	POST	OFFICE	ROAD	90410-07052	
	

MUKTSAR	 ARORA	BOOK	CENTER	KOTKAPURA	CHOWK	MUKTSAR	98146-
12678	
SAI	BOOK	PALAZA	NEAR	KOTKAPURA	CHOWK	MUKTSAR	98554-
99766	
MOHINDRA	BOOK	DEPOT	KOTKAPURA	ROAD	MUKTSAR	98035-
33410	
JATI	RAM	LACHMANDAS	GANDHI	CHOWK	MUKTSAR	98151-
62590	
	

BARNALA	 NAVCHETAN	BOOK	DPOT	NEAR	S.D	COLLEGE		BARNALA	98728-
4726	
NEW	PUNJAB	BOOK		DEPOT	ZIND	KUNJI	MORCHA	SADAR	BAZAR		
BARNALA	98722-08019	
	

FIROZPUR	 GIAN	CHAND	&	SONS		BOOK	SELLER	MAIN	BAZAR	FEROZPUR	
01632-226995	
ANSHU	BOOK	STORE	MAIN	BAZAR	FEROZPUR	98158-68950	
SITA	RAM	BOOK	DEPOT	NEEM	WALA	CHOWK	BAZAR	NO.7	
FEROZPUR	98157-85543	
VISHAL	BOOK	DEPOT	DELHI	GATE	CHOWK	MAIN	BAZAR	
FEROZPUR	98725-48839	
BAIJNATH	&	SONS		INSIDE	DELHI	GATE	92179-17053	

KAPURTHALA	 KUMAR	BOOK	DEPOT	MALL	ROAD	KAPURTHALA	98720-34513	
RAJESH	BOOK	DEPOT	MALL	ROAD	KAPURTHALA	98720-34513	
KIRAN	BOOK	DEPOT	NEAR	HINDU	KANYA	COLLEGE	
KAPURTHALA	98143-82999	

RAJPURA	 BHATIA	BOOK	CENTRE	K	S	M	ROAD	RAJPURA	94633-76730	
RAVI	BOOK	DEPOT	KASTURBA	ROAD	RAJPURA	98780-21662	

KOTKAPURA	 R.K	GOYLE	&	SONS	BOOK	DEPOT	OLD	BUS	STAND	KOTKAPURA	
98556-32876	
NEW	GOYAL	BOOK	DEPOT	KOTKAPURA	94171-05200	
	

SANGRUR	 MITTAL	BOOK	STORE	NEAR	BUS	STAND	,DHURI	GATE	SANGRUR	
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01672-230391	
JAIN	TRADING	CO.	DHURI	GATE	PHIRNI	ROAD	SANGRUR	98766-
60220	
	

FARIDKOT	 PUNJAB	BOOK	STORE		COLLEGE	ROAD	FARIDKOT	98761-34419	
MALHOTRA	BOOK	DEPOT	NEAR	OLD	POST	OFFICE	FARIDKOT	
98143-73056	
S.R	HANS	BOOK	DEPOT	FRONT	OF	JUBLLIE	CINEMA	COLLEGE	
ROAD	FARIDKOT	98726-14504	
	

MANSA	 PARKASH	BOOK	DEPOT		CINEMA	ROAD	MANSA	98157-10212	
JAIN	BOOK	DEPOT	MAIN	BAZAR	MANSA	98726-24860	
	

GOBINDGARH	 VED	BOOK	DEPOT	GOAL	MARKET	MANDI	GOBINDGARH	92166-
58764	

MOHALI	 NARULA	BOOK	SHOP	BOOTH	NO.10	PHASE	-1	MOHALI	98888-
88337	

	
	
	


